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Panasonic 

ideas for life 




1 noividuaLly controlled self-illuminating pixeLs on the new 
Panasonic Viera NeoPDP 600Hz televisions and a lightning 
fast response time - give precision, motion clarity and a 
truly striking picture. 


Deep blacks and breathtaking clarity result in a more 
powerful viewing experience ideal for sports, movies and 
gaming. And because they also have Freeview HD and 
freesat HD built in, you'lL be able to catch the best 
of this summer's High Definition sporting action 
subscription free. 


Because motion clarity matters, 

EVERYTHING HAUERS. 


vurA 


Find the right Viera for you at 
p3nasooic.co.ok/viera6QQ 
0844 844 3862 
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WELCOME 


There's something special about this issue, and I'm 
not just talking about the fabulous collectable 3D 
lenticular cover. No, this is also your chance to read our 
review of Panasonic’s first 3DTV. Is this plasma set 
(not to mention the matching 3D BD player) the way 3D should 

be done? Turn to page 50 to find out! 

Elsewhere we tackle what is arguably the other 

game-changer in current technology, Freeview 

HD, with a set-top box roundup that has plenty of surprises 
in store. There are some true home cinema titans represented 
in this issue, too, in the form of a stonking AV system from NAD 
(p58) and an innovative server from Imerge (p64). 
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All this, plus a taste of home cinema heaven as we bring you the 
winners of the CEDIA UK 2010 Awards (p36), and some behind- 
the-scenes secrets from Hollywood 3D heavyweights (p28). 

Summer's here, and things are hotting up! 

Chris (Jbn&ing 

Editor 


TEAM HCC 

Steve May- f 

HCCs, Editor-in-Chief has a . 
stunning 20+ years as a CE * 
joufno on his clock 


Chris Jenkins: 

Our ISF-calibrated Editor 
used to run Future's Tech 
Laboratories 



Anton van Beek: 

News Ed Anton began his 
pro-videophile career over 
1] years ago 



Mark Craven: 

HCC's Production Editor can 
write shorthand - he can’t 
read it, though 



John Rook: 

Art Editor John first worked 
on HCC back in 1999, when 
TVs were made of wood 
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lenticular cover. No, this is also your chance to read our 
review of Panasonic’s first 3DTV. Is this plasma set 
(not to mention the matching 3D BD player) the way 3D should 

be done? Turn to page 50 to find out! 

Elsewhere we tackle what is arguably the other 

game-changer in current technology, Freeview 

HD, with a set-top box roundup that has plenty of surprises 
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36 Dream theatres 

Planning a smarthome makeover# 

« e inspired with this guide to the best-of- 
le-best from the CEDI A Awards 2010 
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Planning a home cinema? 
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34 Home tech 

All the latest custom install news 

42 Deadline for Dolby 

We visit Dolby Labs 1 new pro cinema room, 
built in just six weeks to meet demand 

46 Certified: AV-holic! 

Another HOC reader shares the secrets 
behind their AV setup 


HD for 

free! 


TECH LABS 


CO-STARRING 


Ourguaranteetoyou: 

Equipment reviewed in Home Cinema 
Choice is [measured and quantified by 
Future Tech Labs, which for more than 
15 years has set the standard for 
independent AV test & measurement 
The findings of the Tech Labs are used 
to underpin the subjective opinions of our 
Reviews team, ensuring that you receive 
the best possible advice when it comes 
to planning your next purchase 


This issue's team of expert writers are the best qualified in the business 

AdamRayner: Richard Stevenson: 

U K’s fore most expert in I ndustry veteran and former 

writes about F jrW Editor of UK CE trade 

bass, hi-fi and cartoons I journal ERT 


Jim Hill: 

Apple fanatic Hill is the 
former editor of 73 Home 
and a What Hi-Fi escapee 
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Danny Philips: 

Former Editor of What 
Video fi High-Definition TV 
and dedicated AV boffin 
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and technology. Starts... p7 

07 Flower power 

B&Q’stuLip-shaped BeoLabll subwoofer 
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The US retail giant arrives in the UK 

10 Remasters of War 

Behind-the-scenes of The World at War's 
spectacular hi-def restoration 

11 In the zone 

Explosive Gulf War thriLLer Green Zone 
comes to DVD and Blu-ray this Summer 

12 Upside down world of 3D 

3D glasses, health warnings and celebrities 

FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... p22 

|H^>8The future of film 

Why Hollywood believes 3D can deliver 
a cash and creativity boost 

30 Lycanthrope to kill 

Your guide to the very best werewolf 
movies on DVD and Blu-ray 


With more and more Freeview HD 
boxes hitting shelves every 
month, we've put four of the 
latest models head-to-head 
to find out which deserves 
a place in your home cinema, 


lcecryptT2200 
Humax HD-FOXT2 
MetronicT2HD 
Goodmans GDB300HD 


22 The sound of Synthesis 

We pay a visit to JBL to audition its 
latest high-end 
super speakers 


Barry Fox: 

A veteran commentator on 
consumer electronics in 
mags such as New Scientist 


Adrian Justins: 

Made his name as the editor 
of What Video & TV and 
What Home Cinema 
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DVD and Blu-ray titles... plOl 
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Extended Cut (dvd) 
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Subscribe! 

Save money on 
the world’s best 
AV mag and 
get sci-fi hits District 
9 and Moon on 
Blu-ray, worth £50! 
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With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p49 

50 Panasonic TX- 
P50VT20/DMP-BDT300 

The Japanese AV giant adds an extra 
dimension to home cinema with its 
spettatuLar new 50in 3D plasma 
and Blu-ray combination 

56 Sky* HD 1TB 

Like an AV TARDIS, Sky’s redesigned 
HD receiver is now smaller on the outside 
and bigger than ever inside... 

58 NAD M56/M15HD/M25 4H 

NAD’s flagship Masters Series returns 
with this futureproof modular pre/power 
and BD-splnner trio 

64 1 merge MS1-HD 
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media servers 

68Elgato EyeTV 
Netstream DTT 

Windows-compatible wireless box 
of tricks that turns your PC into a PVR 
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Black Diamond II 

Transform your home cinema with 
this remarkable new high-contrast 
projection screen 

74 Paradigm Signature 
Sub 2 

Prepare to feel the earth move under 
your feet with the world’s most powerful 
active subwoofer 

76 Panasonic SC-BT330 

Pairing a multimedia-friendly BD player 
with 5.1 lifestyle speakers, is this all-in-one 
system a match made in heaven? 

80 Anthem BLX 200 

Already popular in the US, the Canadian 
AV brand has its sights set on the UK 
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PLRMan! 


engage your senses 



RE STREAMING PLEASURE 




Stream & Play in Full HD 

Full HD Network Media Streamer 
ACR-PV73200 


Sexy compact and completely 
silent, the feature packed Mini 
is the must have media streamer 
for your digital lifestyle. 


Available at; 


0PLAY.com 


wwwacryan.com | www.playonhd.conn 
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^ News highlights BEST BUY New electronics store aims to undercut rivals 
3D GLASSES Can different brands' spex be made to co-operate? PROJECTOR REVAMPED 
JVC tweaks its flagship D-!LA PJ PSYCHO Hitchcock horror hits hi-def PIONEER Japanese brand 
unveils new Blu-ray components DEMO'D One-stop guide to the AV highlights of Avatar 
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Flower 


power 


BeoLab 11 www.bang-olufsen.co.uk 

A passion for thumping bass 
is rarely combined with an 
appreciation of floral beauty, 
but Bang & Olufsen thinks 
different - its BeoLab 11 
subwoofer is designed to 
look like a tulip, apparently. 

This £1,500 aluminium 
cabinet, which can even be 
wall-mounted if you want to 
show off its startling design, 
uses two 6.5in drivers powered 
by an ICE 200W amp, and 
comes in various colour 
options including, silver, black, 
gold and red. 
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Inf inia and beyond... 

LG LX9900 www.lg.com/uk 


Having already conquered the pub 
sector with its passive 3D screens, 

I LG is now looking to the consumer 
market with its Full HD 3D Active 
Shutter technology. Taking centre 
stage is the stunning LX9900, 
available in both 47in and 55in 
sizes (priced £2,500-£3,000 
and £3,600-£4,000 respectively), 
pi which uses the company’s ultra 
— ■ slim Infinia design. As well as 

supporting Full HD 3D playback, the 
LX9900 also offers integrated Freeview 
HD, TruMotion 400Hz, and LG’s Netcast 
internet TV technology. 


Pctriner with 


Kudos X2 


Baby floorstanding speakers, £1,350 


Kudos' diminutive floorstanders 
are less than a metre tall, but still 
aim to deliver big audio, thanks to 
their UK-made HDF high-quality 
cabinet and two-way driver array 
(a lin fabric dome tweeter 
and 6in paper cone 
mid-range), developed 
by Norwegian specialists 
SEAS. Seven different 
finishes are available, 
including cherry 
(pictured), so you should 
have no trouble finding 
one to suit your tastes. 
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Blu-ray bonanza 

Pioneer has two new 
BD decks coming 
to the UK, the 
top-of-the-range 
BDP-LX53 and 
cut-down BDP-33G. Both feature 
network functionality including YouTube 
browsing and RSS feeds, SConfrolAV 
navigation for iPhone/iPod Touch and 
the company’s PQLS jitter-reduction 
tech that can now handle bitstream 
audio over HDMI. The LX53 also offers 
gold-plated terminals and layered 
chassis armour and a drive stabiliser 
to reduce vibration. They’ll arrive in 
the coming months, pricing TEC 
www.pioneerxo.uk 


Budget 3D thrills 

Two3D-friendly 
budget receivers will 
be on sale this July 
from Denon.The 
£450,7-channel 
AVFM911 and 5-channel, £350 AVR-1611 
come with full 3D video connectivity 
and 3D surround sound options, along 
with HDMI vl.4a.The HDMI connection 
allows an Audio Return Channel (ARC) 
for one cable communication. 

Both support Dolby TrueHD. 

DTS-HD Master Audio, and Pro-Logic 
Hz. The AVR-1911 offers 1080p 
conversion and a front-panel USB with 
iPod and iPhone Digital Direct playback, 
www.denon.co.uk. 


Small wonder 

M Crystal Audio claims 
to be bringing us the 
most competitively 
priced THX Ultra 2 
speaker package in 
the world- the TX-2 5,1. 

Costing around £1,400, it combines 
TX-T2SE floorstanders - thought to be 
the smallest of their kind - with 91dB 
sensitivity, 25mm tweeters, and twin 
16.5cm drivers. Along with the 
THX-Center. and the bi-polar THX-D 
rears, is a 2QGW active subwoofer. 

All the speakers come with 
gold-plated bi-wireable terminals 
for that extra touch of class, 
ww wxrysta la ud i ovid eoxom 




Best Buy has big UK plans 

US retail giant targets home entertainment market 


US retail giant Best Buy has dramatically arrived 
in the UK with a f lagship store and an aggressive 
pricing policy on consumer electronics. 

The 50,000 sq. ft. megastore at West Thurrock 
Retail Park, Grays, boasts a range including home 
cinema hardware and software, plus white goods, 
computers, cameras and games. There’s also a 
GreenTech section dedicated to eco-friendly 
products, ranging from solar phone chargers to 
an £87,000 electric sports car. 

The home cinema section is extensive, 
combining everyday brands such as Sony, LG 
and Samsung with high-end favourites including 
Arcam, Denon, and Loewe. Perhaps in contrast 
to the average high street store, Best Buy features 
separate home cinema and hi-fi demo rooms. 

The gaming section also has an HD demo room 
for showing off 15- and 18-certificate games. 

Enthusiasts will welcome the sight of 
numerous flatscreens and mobile devices being 



Our kindct place: 

Best Buy is serious 
about home cinema 


General manger of Best 
Buy's new West Thurrock 
megastare, Kam Prajapati 


1 

I used to demonstrate the latest 
| technological developments 
I such as Sky Player, Freeview HD, 
Freesat and internet video, while 
3D gets a dedicated room, too. 

Software isn’t neglected, either, with 3,500 
DVDs and Blu-rays (equally split between the two 
formats) on offer, 

Kam Prajapati, general manager and self- 
confessed home cinema enthusiast, told us: "No 
other UK eLectricaL retailer takes packaged media 
seriousLy. Blu-ray discs are heavily promoted 
throughout the DVD disc aisles and with the home 
cinema hardware. Some of Best Buy’s initiatives 
include a trade-in scheme, local price matching, 
one-to-one training sessions for customers and 
’Walk Out Working’, whereby purchases such as 
phones and laptops are fully configured. There’s 
even an App bar for loading iPods and Android 
mobiles with apps’. 

Each section is staffed by Blue Shirt sales staff 
who get nine weeks training at the ’Best Buy 
academy’, Prajapati says: 'We’ve created a new 
breed of technology experts who are focused on 
customer service.’ 

A separate team of support technicians (Geek 
Squad) is on hand to resolve problems, including 
home visits to setup kit or advise on potential 
purchasing decisions. More complex systems and 
higher budgets are channelled into the hands of 
CEDfA-accredited custom install specialist SMC. 

Best Buy has ran an aggressive ad campaign, 
challenging competitors like Currys to match its 
prices on home entertainment products. It’s also 
developing a website at www.bestbuyco.uk, and 
has plans to open 80 stores in the UK by 2013. 




Superb six-DVD set of cult French 
TV series, shown In the UK as 
The Aeronauts back in 1967 — 
that dates me, then.O 


Ju-On White Ghost/ 

lack GhOSt (R2 DVD) 


[ Rambo (AU-reglon BD 


Ah, the ftnaL piece in my John 
Carpenter collection. There’s no 
chat-track from the director, but 
in every other respect this disc 
hits aLL the right notes .-AvB 


Made to celebrate the popular 
J-horror franchise’s 10th 


anniversary, this doubLe-bill of 
freaky, supernatural shenanigans 
delivers plenty of chills. CJ 


Playlist... 


Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 
of the last month 


This festival of 
classics, all 
remastered in 
hi-def,has been a 
real treat forfilm fans, 
Cleopatra, Ban Hur, The 
Great Escape.., Sheer genius' 5M 


Still waiting for The Expendables 
this Summer, so my SLy back 
catalogue is being called back 
into active service. MC 
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10 THE WORLD AT WAR BD-* BEST OF AVATAR-* BITE-SIZE NEWS 


Demo'd! 

The AV highlights of... 
Avatar on Blu-ray 


Jungle book 



24.00: Jake finally pays a visit to 
the lush jungles of Pandora and 
the AVC 1,78:1 visuals make the 
leap from ‘merely 1 brilliant to 
jaw-droppingly fantastic. 

Close encounters 



28.52: A dose encounter with 
one of Pandora's deadliest 
predators gives the DTS-HD MA 
5.1 mix a chance to cut Loose. 


Carry on screaming 



77,30; Jake’sf irst Banshee ride 
provides an ample opportunity 
for the Lossless audio to 
showcase its more nuanced side 
- and it Looks fantastic as weLL. 


The army game 



100.25: Big bass and terrific 
spatial FX are the order of the 
day as the Earth military begins 
its assault on the NaVi Hometree. 


Clash of the titans 



133.01: For reference quality AV, 
look no further than this 
climactic 17-min sci-fi scrap 
between humanity and the Na’vl. 


Remasters of War 

Seminal 70s documentary series gets an expensive HD upgrade 




Studios are still struggling when it comes to 
generating interest - and significant sales - for 
catalogue titles on Blu-ray (see pi7} - making 
the news that FremantleMedia is spending a 
‘sizeable 1 amount of money remastering the 
BAFTA award-winning 1973 documentary series 
The World at War for a Blu-ray release later this 
year ail the more surprising. 

All 26 episodes of the series have been 
completely cleaned, re-graded and restored 
- a huge undertaking that involved making 
an estimated 3.6million fixes, in the region of 
140,000 per episode. And while an automated 
Snell Archangel HD system (one of only two in 
the world) was used for first passes in the 
restoration process, according to Christos Glaridis. 
Director of Eyeframe - the London-based 
restoration and disc-authoring facility handling 
the monumental project - it only 'takes away 
about 70 to 80 per cent of the bigger 
marks, tram Lines and 
the like 1 . After this, 
each sequence was 
then further restored 
by hand to 'remove 
smaller dots and bits 
of damage 1 . 

The restoration 
was only part of the 
process of bringing the 
series to Blu-ray - just 
as important was the 
actual AV presentation. 

On the audio side, 
the disc includes both 
an uncompressed 
stereo mix and a 
brand-new DTS-HD 
MA 5.1 track, wbiLe the 


original 4:3 visuals - somewhat 
controversially - have been 
cropped to 16:9. As Fremantle's 
Anthony Thomas revealed, 
this was the result of not onLy numerous 
comparative tests, but also commercial pressures 
such as the fact that when it comes to worldwide 
broadcast rights, ‘there simpLy aren’t any HD TV 
channeLs that are willing to consider 4:3 material’. 
While purists will undoubtedly moan, the new 
framing has the approval of series’ producer 
Jeremy Isaacs and supervising editor Alan Afriat. 
And as Glaridis is keen to point out, ‘back when 
this material was shot, there weren’t many 
rules with framing anyway. So while some people 
might look at the 16:9 version 
and think that it’s cropping 
a little head and that, if you 
did go back and compare 
it’s really not far off from 
the original’. 

The restored DVD 
and Blu-ray releases 
of The World at War are 
scheduled for release 
this September, 
priced around £80 
and £100 respectively. 

War craft: Fremantle s 
Anthony Thomas (top) 
is justifiably proud of 
his company's new- 
look The World at War 
Blu-ray (bottom) 


Christo Glaridis is the 
director of restoration/ 
authoring house Eyeframe 


NewUltimatium 


Hi-def Hitchcock 


Project & survive 


British speaker 
manufacturer Neat 
Acoustics has 
unveiled a new 
top-end model, 
the Ultimatum XL6, Due to arrive in 
September, priced around £6,750 per 
pair, the XL6 is the first new model in 
the Ultimatum range for six years and is 
described as 'a multi-chamber, 
multi-facet loudspeaker incorporating 
six drive units per enclosure.’ 

The 1m tail cabinet houses two 
168mcm bass units hidden away in an 
isobaric chamber that underpins the 
main 168mm mid/bass driver with 
an aluminium phase plug, 
w ww.neat.co.uk 




Universal Studios has 
announced it will 
celebratethebOth 
anniversary of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s classic 
chiller Psycho with a Blu-ray release. 

Due for a UK release on August 2, 
the BD50 will feature a 'meticulously 
restored’ transfer, original mono 
audio plus a newly-created DTS-HD 
MA 5.1 mix. and a host of extras 
including a commentary feature-length 
Making of... doc, newsreel footage, 
a look at Hitchcock's influence on 
other filmmakers, Saul Bass’ 
storyboards for the shower scene, 
on-set photos and much more, 
www, u niversa I pict u res.co. u k 



JVC's DLA-HD990 
projector is effectively 
a 'tweaked' version of 
the highly-regarded 
DLA-HD950. 


This new range-topper is built 
around selected components that 
performed best during testing. As a 
result, the native contrast ratio has 
been upped fromthe 95G's 50.000:1 
to 70,000:1. Brightness is. however, 
unchanged at 900 lumens. 

Also inherited from the 950 isan 
impressive range of features that 
include ISF certification, Clear Motion 
Drive processing, an unobtrusive 19dB 
of fan noise and 1080p/24 capability. 
www.jvc.co.uk 
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In the zone 


Green Zone-* Universal Pictures-* R2 DVD & AU-region Glu-ray 


It didn’t light up the cinema box office, 
but we’re still expecting great things 
from this explosive Gulf War thriller 
when it hits DVD and BD in the UK 
on July 12. Re-uniting the Bourne 
Supremacy/Ultimatum team of 
director Paul Green grass and star 
Matt Damon, Green Zone arrives 
on Blu-ray with a DTS-HD MA 5.1 
mix, commentary track, deleted 
scenes, featurettes and U-Control 
behind-the-scenes material. 
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12 SAMSUNG 3D ■+ HCC POLL* BITE-SIZE NEWS 



Pick’xiMix 

Filmmaker 
Stuart 
Hazeldine 
picks his 
five 

favourite DVDs 


1 


The Lord of the 
Rings: Extended 
Editions 


The first set of DVDs you can 
watch like you're reading the 
chapters of a book. The boxes 
even look like book jackets on 
your shelf. Perfection. 


Alien Quadrilogy 


Men was the film that made me 
want to make films. If only they 
could un-make the fourth one... 


Blade Runner: 
The Final Cut 


The other film that made me 
want to make films, Ridley Scott 
has a lot to answer for! 


The Godfather 
Trilogy 


The Daddy times two. And Part 
Three's okay, 

5 3 

The best film ever made about 
the joy of the creative impulse 
versus the unfairness of life, 

Since selling hh first screenplay aged 24, 
Stuart Hazeldine has done rewrites on 
scl-fl hits The the Earth Stood Still 
and Knowing . and is adapting The Tripods 
for director Alex Proyas. His directorial 
debut Exam is available to buy on DVD/ 
Blu-ray from June 7, courtesy of Sony 
Pictures Home Entertainment. 


We asked... 

Which of the following do 
you think is the more 
important TV tech? 

Integrated 1PTV functionality 
n Full HD 3D compatibility 


29 % 


71 % 


Results from www.homecjnemachoice.com 
Go online for more polling action 


Upside down world of 3D 




Samsung offers hope for a standardisation of 3D glasses 


The incompatibility of 3D glasses 
between TV brands is 
seen as a significant 
stumbling block in the 
take-up of domestic 3D. 

Not being able to take 
your own 3D spex around 
to watch sports or a 
movie with a friend who 
has a different brand 
of 3DTV makes little 
sense to anyone. HCC, 
though* has discovered 
a workaround. Sort of. 

Despite the standards 
for Full HD 3D being 
rigorously defined and 
agreed during 2009, 
seemingly everyone 
forgot to mandate a 
uniform standard for 
Active Shutter glasses. 

Yet we've found that while 
Samsung and Panasonic 
glasses are officially incompatible, that 
if you wear one pair upside down they will work 
with the rival brand's set. We successfully enjoyed 
3DTV on a Panasonic model with upside-down 
Samsung glasses, and vice versa. Admittedly, 

It wasn't a very comfortable experience, and you 
do look stupider than normal trying it, but heck, 
this is what we’ve all been reduced to... 

Samsung R&D chief Simon Lee confirmed the 
bizarre fact explaining that the implementation of 
polarising lenses in the eyewear has been reversed 
by the two brands. Thankfully, there may be a 
more sensible solution pending: 1 think it's likely 
that different manufacturers will come together, 
possibLy as earLy as next year, to agree a common 
standard for Active Shutter glasses, 1 Lee revealed, 

3D not (very) bad for health 

HCC 's experiment took place during an exclusive 
technical briefing at Samsung's London HQ. 
where we also raised the issue of 3D effects 
on health. Have initial warnings from the brand 
that pregnant, epileptic, elderly, physically 
afflicted, nervous or under sixes shouLd avoid 
3DTV had a negative impact on 
the technology? 

The warnings were produced 
by a different department within 
Samsung and I think they may be 
a little too scary, 1 admitted Lee, 

J We're looking at modifying the 
warning labels. Of course, as a 
manufacturer we must always 
act responsibly when introducing 
new technology.* 

Health warnings aside, the 
Samsung 3DTV team revealed 


Beauty and the Beast: Samsung has exclusive 
rights to bundle Shrek 3D Blu-rays with its TVs 

that while the effectiveness and impact of 3DTV 
is largely governed by the size of the screen, they 
were looking to introduce 32- and 37in models 
during 2010. It’s all about the availability of 200Hz 
panels in the smaller sizes,' we were told. 

In the week before the tech briefing, Samsung 
puLled out all the stops to promote its 3DTVs to 
the pubLic, hosting a lavish, star-studded launch 
party for its new flagship LED 9000 (pictured) 
series at London’s prestigious Saatchi Gallery, 
NaturaLly HCC was there, alongside celebrities 
and moviemakers including Kevin Spacey, 

Bill Nighy and Claudia Winkleman, 

1 think kids are going to love 3D, 1 Pirates of the 
Caribbean star Nighy told HCC Tm not working 
on a 3D project at the moment but I recently 
did [the 3D animation] Q-Force with Jerry 
Bruckheimer, When I watched it in a theatre 
with a 1,000 kids they loved the experience.' 

Dr Who favourite Noel Clarke told HCC that as 
an avid gamer he expected the 
console industry rather than 
movies to really propel 3D forward 
in the home. 'With spectacuLar 
games li ke Call Of Duty it'll be 
great,' he declared, J Gamers are 
going to love the experience 
and they’ll have no probLems 
wearing the glasses,' 




Turn up: HCC's Jim Hill looks 
happy to be an upside down 
3D glasses guinea pig 
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This month's top ten news stories in handy, bite-sized chunks... 


Parallax 
view 

Toshiba 
has 

developed a 21 In 
autostereoscopic 
HD display for use in 
next-gen 3D monitors. 

Boasting a 1280 x 800 WXGA resolution, the 
display empLoys an ‘integral, imaging system’ to 
reproduce a 3D image that can be viewed without 
glasses. It also features a multi-parallax design 
that results in images that change perspective 
depending on the viewer’s position. Clever! 

Scott can set you free 

Philips has launched a global promotional 
campaign in association with Ridley Scott 
Associates (RSA) aiming to demonstrate 
the ‘cinematic capabilities’ of the company’s 
TVs. The campaign includes a competition 
offering budding filmmakers 
the chance to produce 
their own short. The comp 
will be judged by Ridley 
Scott, in association with 
BAFTA, with the winner 
getting a week’s work 
experience at RSA 
offices in LA, New York or 
London. For more info visit 
wwwph ill ps,com/ci nema. 

3 3D goes up 
in smoke 

Panasonic’s first foray into 3DTV has 
hit a bit of an ash cloud-shaped snag. 

The ongoing air freight problems caused by the 
eruption of Iceland’s EyjafjallajokuU volcano left 
the company struggling to replenish stock in the 
UK after initial shipments sold out. 'Supplies could 
remain short at least until July,’ Panasonic’s 
Fabrice EstorneL told HCC. 

4 Another TV revolution! 

Intel CEO Paul Otellini is expecting big 
things in the future from web-based TVs 
- specifically those that will be powered 
by the next-gene rat ion of his company’s Atom 
processors - claiming that ‘the TV revolution 
we are about to go through is the biggest change 
since the move to colour 1 Intel senior vice 
president Eric Kim evidently concurs, stating, 

'A year from now, TV will have been reinvented.’ 

Ready, net, go 

Virgin Media has Launched its first online 
movie service dubbed Virgin Media 
OnLine Movies (catchy). The service, which 
doesn’t require you to be a Virgin Media customer, 
allows users to stream fiLms from a library of 
hundreds of titles directly to laptops, PCs and TVs. 
All rentals will offer unlimited views for a 48-hour 
period, and the films can be watched where ever 
the account holder logs on. 


'Why did I buy this?' 

According to research undertaken by 
consumer review website Reevoo.com, 
nearly a third of UK shoppers have bought 
an electrical item which then regretted purchasing 
due to spending too Little time researching it. 

They should've bought a copy of HCC... 

Blu fever breaks out 

Avatar continues to break records around 
the world following its recent release on 
DVD and Blu-ray, The title reportedly sold 
over 6.2milLion copies worldwide in its first three 
weeks on shelves, and here in the UK it quickly 
became the biggest-selling Blu-ray title to date 
with two-week saLes reaching 505,057units, 
beating the previous all-time Blu-ray record 
of 490.633 held by The Dark Knight 

Turning 
Japanese 

Despite its success 
in Europe and the 
US, LG Electronics has never 
managed to find significant 
retail exposure in Japan. 
However, that could all 
be about to change, with 
a report in Nikkei Business 
Daily claiming that LG 
could stage a full-scale TV 
invasion of Japan as early 
as this Autumn, following 
talks between the Korean 
brand and Japanese retailers. 

Telly addicts 

The flat TV market appears to be bouncing 
back to Life. Sharp has announced that 
it will double the current production 
capacity at its new LCD manufacturing plant 
in Sakai City, Osaka from July. New data on the 
Japanese market suggests that TV shipments 
have leapt 120 per cent year-on-year. 

Why are we waiting? 

Despite having released its first 
Freeview HD set-top box (the £160 
Pace-designed DTR5520), PhiLips 
has now revealed that none of its 2010 TV range 
will pack Freeview HD tuners - saving them 
for its 2011 lineup instead. Instead the brand 
promises a ‘competitive bundLe 1 with its TVs 
and a set-top box, Hmmm, 












Premiere 

HCC’s guide to what’s 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 

X marks the spot 



Following their success with 
Kick-Ass, it’s been confirmed that 
director Matthew Vaughn and 
collaborator Jane Goldman are 
working on the X-Men: First Class 
movie due to hit cinemas on June 
3,2011. Vaughn was attached to 
earlier Marvel adaptations X-Men 
3 and Thor in the past, only to 
Leave both projects. 

Dredd again 

The long-rumoured Judge Dredd 
reboot seems to be gaining 
momentum following the news 
that India-based Reliance Big 
Entertainment and IM Global will 
finance a SSOmillion (possibly 
3D) flick. Vantage Point director 
Pete Travis is attached. 

Once bitten 

In the oddest bit of casting news 
this year, it's being reported that 
Colin Farrell has joined the cast 
of the Fright Night remake, taking 
the lead vampire role previously 
played by Chris Sarandon. 
Suddenly this film is sounding 
altogether more interesting than 
we ever expected. 

A Hard Day's Fright 

More oddbaLL movie news 
- a US production company has 
optioned the rights to a novel 
called Paul is Dead. This horror 
spoof re-imagines the history of 
The Beatles, only now John, Paul, 
George and Ringo are all zombies. 


Die Hardester 



TheA-Team screenwriter Skip 
Woods is in negotiations with 
20th Century Fox to knock 
together a script for a fifth Die 
Hard movie. There are no story 
details yet, but hopefully there 
won't be the PG-13 restrictions 
that somewhat ruined the last 
film in the series. 
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Chord HDMI Active 


WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 

AWARDS 2009 


CABLES 

BEST HDMI £50+ 

CHORD COMPANY HDMI ACTIVE 


" this is palpably the most exciting f muscular-sounding cable here, its 
sonic impact being out of all proportion to its cost - but we also think 
the benefits to picture quality are almost as dramatic** 


WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISIOH 


★ ★★★★ 

Chord HDMI Active 
October 2009 



WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 

AWARDS 2009 


PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 

CABLES 

CHORD CO HDMI SUPERSHIELD 


Chord HDMI SuperShield 


WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AMO VISION 


★ ★★★★ 

Chord HDMI SuperShield 
October 2009 


"the c/assy image is perfectly 
complemented by its energetic 
sound" 




e/(/* 


www.chordxo-uk 


Get closer 


Get closer to the true picture 

High-performance cables for home cinema and 
music systems 

For the latest product development news, 
exclusive competitions and technical tips, 
subscribe to our newsletter at wwwxhord.co.uk 



CHORD 
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www.chord.co.uk 
















Richard Stevenson wants to go back to having multiple subwoofers in 
his listening room - and is contemplating the ultimate sacrifice... 


Just to clarify: 


is not actually 
going to cook and 
eat his pet 
hamster. He's got 
a dozen rabbits to 
munch on first 



F loyd E, Toole ate my hamster. Well, to be 
precise Mr Toole’s erudite words have 
plunged me into a financial conundrum that 
means the hamster might just be next Sunday’s 
roast dinner Why? Because after reading his 
excellent tome Sound Reproduction: Loudspeakers 
and Rooms, l have installed a second subwoofer 
and am working out how to afford numbers three 
and four. As these are Velodyne DD18s, one can 
appreciate the fiscal hyper-tension this is causing, 
if you don’t own Mr Toole’s book you should 
It’s informative, witty, easy-to-read (even if 
you onLy have a basic grasp of acoustics), and 
probably the most definitive work on surround 
sound loudspeakers yet produced I know of at 
least four speaker brands that use Toole’s research 
as a fundamental part of the design process. 

The section of this book currently endangering 
my hamster is the one on bass, and how 
subwoofers interact with the room. To cut a long 
and involved technical thesis down to a sentence 
- you need four identical subs pLaced in each 
corner of the room to produce the tightest, Loudest 
and most even bass across all listening positions. 
Being a recovering sub-a-holic (I once had ten), 
I've tried this setup before but it didn’t reaLly work 
In my room. The subs I used were not identical, 
causing pressure differences that upset the 
harmony of the LFE system, and i’d neglected to 
read the chapter on seating position, which states 
the absolute worst place to sit for bass response 
is about 25 per cent of the room’s length away 
from the rear wall. Which is where I was, Dtah. 

The eureka moment that may well see 
NatWest debate another sub-prime loan didn’t 
take place at my home, ft came during a visit to 
a UK Loudspeaker manufacturer (i.e. not Velodyne) 
for whom I consuLt. With a few hours to spare, a 
purpose-built listening room to hand and access to 
a warehouse full of speakers and subs, we decided 
to put Toole’s subwoof ing ideals to the test. 


The room is large and well-damped and 
needs a Lot of LF energy to fill, so it wasn’t a great 
surprise that one 15in sub driven by an 800W 
off-board amplifier struggled to wobble one’s 
gizzards in a convincing sort of fashion. Two made 
a big difference, especially in comer placement 
rather than mid wall. Even after re-balancing 
levels, the bass wasn’t just bigger, it was tighter 
and deeper, too. There was still quite a narrow 
sweet spot for best sound, though. 

Adding two more subs at the rear of the room 
was a revelation. Coffees were dropped in awe 
and weary Listeners sat up and took note. The 
bottom-end LFE and processor-managed channel 
bass came across with immense authority and 
uLtra-fast transient attack. Mid-wall placement 
was the most articulate, particularly with 
multichannel music, but corner positions 
added a huge scale and headroom 
to movies, in either configuration listeners in 
any of the room’s 16 seats were well catered for 
- and this subjective finding was born out across 
some basic bass SPL measurement, too. 

Back at home, the two subs are working 
spectacularly well The DD18s have the advantage 
of an on-board EQ system that alLows for manual 
tweaking of the response. Theoretically, one 
should be able to get each of the four subs 
producing almost exactly the same perceived 
output at the listening position even in non- 
symmetrical rooms. Better news still is that 
several AVF?s now have independent EQ for two 
or three sub channels, so it might even be possible 
to get close to this set-up with standard (non-EQ) 
active subs. My trouble is that my experience in 
the manufacturer’s listening room rather indicates 
that the Tull Toole’ of four subs is going to be 
seriously good at home. I just hope I can convince 
the wife, and the hamster 

Have you experimented with more than one subwoofer? 

Let us know: email hcc@futurenet.com 


ILLUSTRATION; BY TEKURA MAEVA 
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THE ONE THING THE WORLD'S PREMIER 
MOVIE THEATRES AND CONCERT HALLS HAVE 
OVER SYNTHESIS® SYSTEMS? MORE SEATS. 

JBL Synthesis® home theatre and music systems are designed and custom-installed to duplicate the 
electrifying performance characteristics of acclaimed venues like the Samuel Goldwyn Theater and 
the Sydney Opera House, but on a somewhat more intimate scale. Industrial-grade technologies, 
materials and engineering, from the most applauded professional brand, deliver systems of 
uncompromised power and authority for the homes of purists and enthusiasts, as well as film and 
music professionals, everywhere. As Synthesis owners and audio reviewers alike will tell you, more 
impressive and realistic residential sound systems can't be found anywhere, at any price. 


CUSTOM 2 


01423 359054 
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DVD ADDICT 


The prospect of more classic films appearing on Blu-ray has got 
The Beek all hot under the collar. And he wants you to be excited, too 


Anton van Beek 


once tried wearing 
rollerskates in 
the HCC office. 
After he'd done 
£13,000 of 
damage, we 
asked him to stop 



G ood news everybody! This month I’ve 
decided to take time off from moaning 
about 3D to talk about something else 
dose to my heart. As avid readers of this column 
(if they exist) will undoubtedly be aware, I have a 
real passion for ‘classic’ cinema - the kind of films 
made in the days when everybody smoked, men 
always wore hats and telephone exchanges were 
populated exclusively by impeccably-groomed 
young ladies on rollerskates. 

Anyway, a little over six months ago i wrote 
about Eureka’s Blu-ray release of FW Murnau’s 
1927 Sunrise, how brilliant the disc was and how I 
thought that the format’s 'brightest future resides 
In cinema’s past’ (kind of snappy, dontcha think?). 
Since that coLumn we’ve been lucky enough to see 
the likes of Gone with the Wind, The Wizard of Oz, 
M and Doctor Zhivago aLl make the jump to 
Blu-ray, and they’ve all be marvellous. But, 
as impressive as these titles have been, it looks 
like there are even bigger and better things in the 
works for later this year and beyond, 

HD Harryhausen 

While Sony Pictures is still taking its time bringing 
Lawrence of Arabia to Blu-ray (I have a feeLing we 
might see it in 2012 - the film’s 50th anniversary) 
the company has at Least dug into its archives and 
is preparing to unleash Jason and the Argonauts 
in hi-def in the US this Summer. WhiLe l have a 
feeling that the 1080p transfer will suffer from the 
same unavoidable optical issues that hit Warner 
Home Video’s recent Clash of the Titans disc 
(see pi00), I’m still excited about watching Ray 
Harryhausen’s stop-motion skeletons in FuLL HD. 

But even that pales into insignificance next to 
the info slowly leaking out of Warner these days. 
First up came the Listing on UK web retaiLers for 
a Blu-ray edition of Forbidden Planet which will 


apparently hit as part of a wave of sci-fi movies 
this September. Then came the screening of a 
new digital restoration of the 1933 version of 
King Kong at the TCM Classic Film FestivaL in LA, 
where film critic Leonard Maltin revealed that this 
restoration will ‘yield a Blu-ray home video release 
Later this year’. Let’s hope that UK rights-hoLder 
UniversaL secures access to all of the assets for 
this release. But if not, the Warner disc is pretty 
much guaranteed to be region-free, so importing 
that shouldn’t be a problem. 

Then, Just as I was getting over the shock of the 
Kong news came an official announcement from 
the US arm of Warner that the company is putting 
the Citizen Kane and Ben-hfur DVDs on 
moratorium while both titLes undergo restorations 
in preparation for new DVD and Blu-ray editions. 
The only downside is the fact that we’re going to 
have to wait until 2011 to see them both. 

Add to this Eureka Entertainment’s 
confirmation of a restored and reconstructed 
Blu-ray Director’s Cut of Fritz Lang’s 1927 sci-fi 
classic Metropolis later this year, and you can see 
why I’m over the moon with what the future has 
to hold for my Blu-ray collection. 

But just as every cloud has a silver lining, so 
the opposite still seems to apply. Despite all of the 
good news I’ve just reeled off, from my chats with 
various insiders, studios are still extremely 
cautious about spending large amounts of money 
on these HD editions of classic films. The truth Is 
that those released aren’t selling well - certainly 
not at the Level that they ever performed on DVD, 
That’s a shame, because done correctLy, these 
fiLms look better than ever on Blu, and that’s a 
message that stilL doesn’t seem to be getting out 
to everyone. So, consider yourself informed 

Are you excited about classic movies being released on Blu-ray? 
Let us know ; email hccijcpfuturenetco.uk 
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HOME ENTERTAINMENT SPECIALISTS 


✓ established 35 years 

✓ low prices always 

✓ expert advice 

1 / nationwide delivery 

✓ open 7 days 


SAMSUNG 

DEALER OF THE YEAR 

2010 


SAMSUNG BDC5300 


SONY KDL32EX403U 


SONY KDL40NX7Q3U 


SAMSUNG LE40C750 


BLU-FtAY PLAYER 

* BD Live 

* Digital Plus/DlS HD 

* Pivx Playtkack 

* HDMi Connection 


£ CALL 


SONY BDPS370B 


BLU-RAY PLAYER 

* BD Live 

* Digital Plus/DTS HD 

* Divx Playback 

* HDMI & USB 


£ CALL 


PANASONIC DMPBOT300EG 


3D SLLFftAY PLAYER 

* BD Live 

* Digital Hus/DTS HD 

* Divx Playback. SD 

* 2 x HDMI a 1 x USB 




LG HB96STZ 


£ CALL 


8LU-RAY CINEM A SYSTEM 

* 5.1 Surround 

* tIOCw Total Power 

* Wi-Fi Ccnneclivily 

* HDMI & USB 


£ CALL 


BOSE HOME CINEMA & HI-FI 


UH 


LIFESTYLE 1B/2B/V1G/V2D/V30 | 
LIFESTYLE V3S 5.1 SYSTEM 
LIFESTYLE V25 5-1 SYSTEM 
LEFESTYLE T20 5,1 SYSTEM 
LtFESTYLE T10 5-1 SYSTEM 
CREMATE MK1 2.1 MUSIC 
COMPANION 2 PC SPEAKERS 
IN-EAR HEADPHONES 
SQUNPDOCK IPOD SPEAKER 
321 M Kill 2.1 MUSIC SYSTEM 


20% OFF ECALL 


DEALL ECALL 


DEAL! ECALL 


DEAL! ECALL 


DEAU ECALL 


DEAL! ECALL 


DENON HOME CINEMA & HI-FI 


PEAL? ECALL 


DEAL! ECALL 


DEAL! ECALL 


DEAL! ECALL 


AVR1GH0AV RECEIVER 
AVFT2310 AV RECEIVER 
AVR3310 AV RECEIVER 
AVR4310 AV RECOVER 
AVR4610AV RECEIVER 
DBP1610 BLU RAY PLAYER 
DBP2010BLU RAY PLAYER 
PF1Q7DAB Hl-R SYSTEM! 
PM37PAB HI-FI SYSTEM 
S5RP BLU-RAY RECEIVER 


YAMAHA HOME CINEMA & Hi-Fi 


RXV565 AV RECEIVER 
RXV765 AV RECEIVER 
RXVI005 AV RECOVER 
RXV2065 AV RECOVER 
RXV3900 AV RECEIVER 
DSP27 AV AMPLIFIER 
YSP4100 SOUND BAR 
POX3Q IPOO DOCK 
PDXSO IPOD DOCK 
M43D HI-FI SYSTEM 


wmmmmy 



HD 


MO 


32' HD 10&0P LCD TV 

* Integrated Freeview HD 

• 1920 X 1080 

• BRAVIA Engine 3 

* 4 x HDMI Connections 


£ CALL Tradeln 



40T HD lOSOP LCD TV 

* Integrated Freeview HD 

* 1920 X 1080 

* Ambient Sensor 

* 4 x HDMI Connections 


£ GALL Tractofri 


PANASONIC TXP42G20B 


PANASONIC TXP50VT20B 


W' 

42" HD 10B0F PLASMA TV 

* Integrated Freeview HD 
and Freesat HD 

* 60Dhz Scan 

* 4 x HOME Connections 

^ BMHP m 

cCALL SY “ r 



LG 32LD690 




LG 5SLX9900 



32" HD 1O0OP LCD TV 

* Integrated Free view HD 

* 1920 X 1080 

* TruMotion 100hz 

* 3 x HDMI Connections 



sr 1 HD 1080P PLASMA TV 

* Integrated Freeview HD 
and Freesat HD 

* 600b2 Scan 

* 4 x HDMI Connections 


£ CALL 


Sff" HD 1QB0P 30 LED TV 

* Integrated Freeview HD 

* 1920 X1030 

* TruMotion 400hz 

* 4 x HDMI Connections 


MO 


HO 


£ CALL 


PHILIPS 42PFL9664H 


SHARP LC40LE811E 



42" HD 1QBGP LCD TV 

* Integrated Freeview 

• Ambilight Speotra 2 

• 200hz Clear LCD 

* 5 x HDMt Connections 


W HD 1080P LCD TV 

| - Integrated Freeview HD 

* Eco Picture Mode 

* lOOtiz Scan 

I - 4 x HDMI Connections 





40” HD 1080P LCD TV 

* Integrated Freeview HD 

■ 200 hz Motion Plus 

* AllSbare (powered by DLMA) 

■ 4 x HDMI Connections 



ECALL 


Package Deal 


SAMSUNG UE46C8000 



46” HD 10G0P 3D LED TV 

■ Integrated Freeview HD 

• 200hz Motion Plus 

■ AllSIiare ^ powered by DLMA) 

• 4 x HDMI Connections 


ECALL 


Package Deal 


SEEN IT CHEAPER? 

CAN’T FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR? 


SPEAKER 1 
PACKAGES P 

AMPLIFIERS 1 
& RECEIVERS 


Q 2000 5.1 PK 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


SONY 


YAMAHA 


® YAMAHA 


m YAMAHA 


©YAMAHA 


©YAMAHA 


©YAMAHA 


©YAMAHA 


AVR1910 
AVR2310 
AVR3310 
AVR4310 
AVR4S1Q 
STRDH800 
RXV465BL 
RXV565BL 
RXV765BL 


DSPZ7BL 


NORMAL 

PRICE 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

NORMAL 

PRICE 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

NORMAL 

PRICE 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

E1299 

£999 

£1499 

£1155 

£999 

1 £795 

£1649 

£1265 

£1849 

£1399 

£1349 

£1045 

£2049 

£1565 

£2249 

£1699 

£1749 

£1349 

£2749 

£2145 

£2949 

£2299 

£2449 

£1949 

£3699 

£3299 

£3899 

£3499 

£3399 

£2999 

£1149 

£945 

£1349 

£1095 

£849 

£685 

£1199 

£949 

£1399 

£1079 

£899 

£665 

£1299 

£999 

£1499 

£1149 

£999 

£735 

£1399 

£1049 

£1599 

£1199 

£1099 

£835 

£1599 

£1199 

£1799 

£1339 

£1299 

£939 

£1949 

£1649 

£2149 

£1349 

£1549 

£1449 

£2349 

£1799 

£2549 

£1949 

£2049 

£1445 

£2799 

£2235 

£2999 

£2365 

£2499 

| £1839 


KKEF 

INNOVAIDHS I 1 , iiOONLi 

Award Winning 
KHT Series Package Deals 
Call For Details 

* KHT 1005*2 

* KHT2005.3 

* KHT30Q53E 

* KHT5005 

We will NOT be 
beaten on price! 


Visit our showroom 78-80 Cranbrook Road, Ilford, Essex IG1 4NH 

Tel: 020 8911 0311 

D 



HOME ENTERTAINMENT SPECIALISTS 


Opening Times: 

Monday to Saturday - 9.00am till 6.00pm 
Sunday -11.00am till 5.G0pm 
Bank Holidays - 10.00am till 5.00pm 


Parking: 

Public parking at The Exchange Mall Ilford for 
over 1OD0 cars. Well reimburse up to 2 hours 
parking fee with any visit to our store. 


Join us on Facebook 

Exdusiws news* events & offers. Search PRC Dnsgt 


Rolhft nr thahfi Afteri. ui racluaivB la raiadars ar this. msgszirw. PteAaa quids Ihls ad rubcn eaBtng. Puces valid vahih.1 -xbteks last and subgged la nv.-iilib 1y. All Ira da in arks are adknauiladged. E&DE. A te.itiiren p.*adnaK 1 par c-iKtarrer. Satma enters may be lar in statu purehkases. only. All steak ca brand new in saaled eentalners and 1u y 
guara itsed Ibr on* year unless c«1y stated oiiewse. t&ave p*ce» are based on previpira PRC m store Tallinn prices and nfaimeiion supplied by WHF? S4V magazine, Tbnulactutery, WV magazine and What Plasma £ LCD- magazine . * Terms & Owidibons apply, pall in alpre Ipr details. fuMne' WtAmaLion available on request 


SALES INSTORE 020 8911 0311 WWW.PRCDIRECT.CO.UK 
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Hi-def signals without wires, and the uncertainty of a three-dimensional 
future, are currently tickling the grey cells of Barry Fox 


F or my six-month guest column stint in HCC 
I Ve tried to dig out some of the hard facts 
that you won’t find in the ‘it’s pink and shiny’ 
iads'-mag gadget reviews. This ain’t easy because 
pitifully few product managers and PR people 
have a clue what’s under their bonnets. 

Sony Ericsson recently showed how its new 
Xperia X10 phones can download music from SE's 
Play Now site. The demonstrator didn’t know, or 
seem to care, about the coding standard, bit-rate, 
or DRM copy-protection, and why downloads cost 
a sky-high £1 per track. I later found out that the 
Dick Turpin price is because the download is billed 
as a premium-rate text message. 

So be warned; and here are a few advance 
pointers on hot topics soon coming to the boiL. 


Tethgui 
hasn't 
sincel997,when 
he discovered 
a Start table in 
the back of his 
sock drawer 



Cable-free HD 

Sony and Panasonic have been discussing the 
possibility of Full HD by Wi-Fi as a welcome way 
to send HDTV across a room or around the house 
without spending a fortune on long HDMI cables. 
Samsung has been promising - but not yet 
demonstrating - a Full HD camcorder which 
connects to an HDTV by Wi-Fi, 

Be aware that the hi-def Wi-Fi connection 
must use the new 802.11 n standard, which is 
incompatible with most existing Wi-Fi gear 
Also, there will very likeLy be no direct Wi-Fi 
connection between a Blu-ray player and a TV. 
The wireless link will be between the player and 
a computer server, and between the server and 

tv. Which is far more complicated 
and likely to fail than if you were just 
using an MDMI cable. 

Wire Less connection direct from a BD player to 
TV will be better done by the completely different 
Si Beam Wire Less HD system. This uses much 
higher frequencies than Wi-Fi (in the 60GHz radar 
band), will probably cost more than an HDMI 
cable, and won't go through thick walls, Hmmm, 


The other hot topic is, of course, 3D. Using a 
‘Full HD to each eye’ Active Shutter 3DTV from 
Panasonic or Sony to watch Sky’s 'half HD to each 
eye’ 3D broadcasts should work, albeit with the 
need to root around the onscreen menus for the 
correct ‘side-by-side’ setting. But half-HD passive 
polarisation TVs from JVC, Hyundai and LG 
- designed for broadcast 3D - are unlikely to 
cope with Full HD 3D Blu-ray movies or games. 

LG is supplying many thousands of these 
3D sets to pubs for Sky’s 3D sports broadcasts; 
and still stubbornly ducking my question about 
compatibility with Blu-ray 3D - draw your own 
conclusions. 

Of course, 3D coverage of the FIFA 2010 
World Cup will be beamed out of South Africa, 
and soccer fans may think this a very good reason 
to buy a 3DTV. 

Indeed, Sony says: 'Complementing the 
3D live broadcasts and a series of public viewing 
opportunities around the world, the general public 
will also be able to enjoy the 3D promotional 
trailers for each of the 25 games, shown in around 
1300 Sony-affiliated retail stores and flagship 
stores throughout Europe. 1 

But Midas Ericson of FIFA admits that although 
broadcasters in the US and Spain will transmit 
games in 3D, the BBC and ITV have exclusive 
rights in the UK, and will offer 2D onLy. Technically 
Sky could broadcast the World Cup in 3D, but 
it doesn’t have World Cup rights. 

Could there be a 3D deal between the BBC/ITV 
and Sky to broadcast games in 3D here? Unlikely. 
The BBC, ITV and Sky are equal shareholders in 
Free view, and Free view is currently shafting Sky 
by promoting Freeview HD as a cheaper way 
to watch the cup games in HD than Sky HD. 

The BBC, ITV, and Sky are not in any mood to 
do each other favours 

For more of Barry Fox's columns head over to our website; 
www, homednemachoice.com 


JULY 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 








20 THE WORLD OF AV 


Tech diary 

The world of AV and film 
changes fast. Our calendar 
means you don't miss out 



Solomon Kane: 

Coming your way 
on Bin-ray June 28 






r 



Alice in Wonderland 

* 


Tim Burton’s fantasy hits 



DVD and 2D Blu-ray 




in the UK this Friday. 


fk 

Extras include featurettes 


on the Mad Hatter, 

■ 


Alice and the 

/ T 

§M- 

mHk 

creatures of 




Underland. 

http://dlsney. 

r 

V A 

L. A 

E) 

go.com 

j 


Wolfman: Extended Cut 

The trend for remaking 
classic horrors continues 
with this troubled update 
of the legendary 1941 
werewolf movie, which 
comes to DVD and BD in 
the UK today with 16 
minutes of extra footage 

WWW. 

thewolfmanmovie.com 


This three-day'Digital 
Living Conference and 
Showcase' will address 
the future of digital 
entertainment when it 
kicks off today in Santa 
Clara, California 


w w w con npctlonsus.cam 


The Las Vegas 
Convention Center opens 
today to this forward- 
looking three-day pro^AV 
event dedicated to Tech, 
Trends and Training' 


31113 


Acting legend Spencer 
Tracy passed away 
on this date in 1967. 
Born in 1900, the US 
actor was best known for 
arunofninehit films 
with Katherine Hepburn, 
with whom he had 
a relationship until 
his death 


Steven Spiel beig’s 2 005 
update of HE Wells 1 
classic gets its Blu-ray 
disc debut today courtesy 
of Paramount Home 
Entertainment 


CEDIAUK's trade-only 
smarthome event has a 
new name this year, but 
keeps its usual setting of 
the ICC London ExCel 


www.hometechnology 

eventco.uk 


The Princess and 
the Frog 

Disney lumped back into 
the world of 2D 
animation in 2009 with 
this fun flick. It makes 
its belated debut on 
DVD and Blu-ray in the 
UK this Monday 
http://dlsney.go. com/ 


This crime thriller from 
Training Day director 
Antoine Fuqua focuses 
on seven days In the lives 
of a trio of New York 
cops. Check it out at your 
local cinema from today 


Fans of full-blooded 
action fantasy should 
seek out this debut movie 
outing forConan-creator 
Robert E Howard's 
puritanical demon slayer. 
On DVD and BD in the UK 
from today 


Cowboy hero Hopalong 
Cassidy made history 
as the eponymous star of 
the first Western 
TV series, which began 
broadcasting on NBC 
in the US on this 
date in 1949 


MacG ruber 

Riffing on the “80s TV 
series Mac&yver, this 
spoof finds ex-special op 
MacGmber brought out 
of retirement to defeat 
his arch-enemy Dieter 
VonCunth. Hilarity will 
surely ensue! 
http://lamroguecom/ 
macgruber 


25 & 

Get Him to the Greek 

This comedy flick unites 
genre stars Jonah Hill and 
Russell Brand as a record 
company intern and the 
out-of-control rock star 
he must take to an LA gig 

WWW. 

gethimtothegreek, net 


'dk 




Up and coming movie 
superstar Zoe Saldana 
turns 32 today. Having 
made a splash as Uhura 
\r\tfo? Star Trek reboot, 
she's since played the 
female lead in Avatar and 
comic book adaptation 
The Losers 


Steven Spielberg's 
aquatic shocker Jaws was 
released in cinemas 
across the US on this 
date In 1975, As well as 
being a superb film, it 
also established the idea 
of releasing a movie 
across hundreds of 
screens simultaneously 


■ H 

Start saving now for HCC 
#184. Your favourite 
home cinema mag hits 
the stands this Thursday, 
packed with hardware 
tests, features, 
opinion and full-on 
_j software reviews 

D 
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THE NEW SHARP QUATTRON, FOR COLOURS NEVER BEFORE SEEN ON TV. 


The Quattron is a world first, with a unique 4 colour technology giving you 1000 
times more colour than any other television. By adding a yellow sub-pixel to the 
standard RGB colour matrix we can now produce shades of colour never seen 
before on TV, 22 years ago Sharp invented the LCD TV and now we have 
reinvented the technology. You have to see it, to see it* 



Quattron 


AQUOS 





See the difference the yellow sub-pixel makes at quattron,tv 
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The sound 
of Synthesis 



JBL Synthesis is a one-stop-shop for extraordinary 
home cinema audio. Adam Rayner investigates 




M any years ago, I was lucky enough to get a 
demo of early JBL Synthesis technology, 
ft was the era when the first Jurassic Park 
movie was all the rage, and ! recall with great 
clarity just how excited JBL was about its £27000 
system. The PR man gleefully screened the 
sequence where the huge T-Rex skeleton faLLs out 
of the ceiling; there is this tiny moment when the 
bracket the skeLeton is chained to snaps. He was 
as evangelically delighted by this absurd Level of 
pin-sharp detail as I was, and when we met again 
recently for this exclusive audition of JBL 


Synthesis 1 newest hardware, he was chuffed to 
find I recalled the JP clip some ten years later. 

Does that make us a pair of sad gits? Possibly,., 
For those who don't know, Synthesis Is 
intended to be JBUs most 'signature' statement 
product Line, and there's a Large slice of Hollywood 
aristocracy that swears by it The Line comprises 
amplifiers, passive subwoofers. Loudspeakers and 
a brace of processors, all arrayed into no fewer 
than nine ranges of kit They vary in size, might 
and Looks, but the whole Lot can be married and 
blended range-from-range to fit with whatever 
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room size and channel set up your cinema 
requires. And the big deaL is that all the 
speakers are voice-matched to 
perfection and have enough power handling 
to work with all the amplifiers. 

Furthermore, all the systems are tuned by the 
Harman Audio Test System (HATS). Essentially, 
when you install a JBL Synthesis system, you also 
get the services of a JBL factory-trained technician 
to fine-tune the array to your room. This means 
that your system will be bespoke to you 
(as permutations and combinations are vast) 
but that the performance is guaranteed. 

Scaleable systems 

In a room at JBL’s UK distributors CSE in York, 

HCC got to experience a £68,000 system (not 
counting the screen and projector), yet this was 
only part-way up the ladder. A Synthesis setup 
starts at around £35,000 and can be scaLed until 
you have spent £210,000 at Its priciest. What 
we heard was a front stage of Project Array 1400s 
for L&R, with a Project Array 880 centre channel 
and four Performance Series PT800 surface- 
mounted surround speakers. 


There were also two 18in and two 15in passive 
subwoofers, run from full-sized rack amplification 
under the processors. That made it a 7.4 channel 
system, which, incidentally, provides enough 
THX-approved bass to make explosions visceral 
and the very concrete structure of the building 
at CSE shake under your feet to an estimated 
2.6 on the Richter scale! 

At the heart of these systems are the 
electronics. Our setup utilised JBL Synthesis' 
SDP-40HD processor, along with the two-box 
digital equaliser/crossover device called the 
5 DEC 4500, Between them, and a serious 
eight-micro phone auto-EQ software system 
with real power and excellent resolution, you 
get a magnificently accurate room correction, 
which makes this stuff sing. 

Power came from three 5820 stereo amps 
driven bridged into each of the three front 
enclosures at some 800W apiece, with two more 
S820s to give the subwoofers some grunt. Then, 
a six-channeL 55165 amp was called upon to drive 
the four PTSOOs lining the rear and side walLs. 

Whereas the PT800s look kind of cute with 
their grilles off, revealing their inverted dome 





R: A ]BL Synthesis system 
is driven by the brand's own 
amps and processors, 
ensuring a perfect match 
of brains and brawn 
The Project Array 1400 
left/right speakers feature 
a distinctive hom that 
disperses HF effects from 
a 3in compression driver 
and lin UHF compression 
driver 

C: This setup houses the 
LCR enclosures behind the 
projector screen, and places 
a subwoofer in each comer 
of the room 
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Lovely JBL-y 

Tracing the blue-blooded lineage of 
the first speaker used in film 

Back in 1928, James B Lansing, who gave his initials 
to JBL loudspeakers, was the designer of the speaker 
used in Al Jolson’s The Jazz Singer, the very first ‘talkie’. 
Since then JBL has remained speaker royalty and its 
hardware used by all kinds of Hollywood luminaries 
both in production and in theatres. 

What you might not know is that it’s also so deeply 
ensconced within the Disney Theme Parks organisation 
that merely wearing a JBL T-shirt will get you treated 
as though you are a valued technician. In fact, the 
sound design used in Disney World is incredihLe, from 
the Parade soundtrack and the ambient music 
to the different sound systems on the rides. 

But it is in movie houses and upon huge rock concert 
stages that the magic really happens, and JBL has 
been a leader in big, bad 
professional audio for an 
age. Its speakers may 
have began as plain ugly 
boxes, but in time, pretty 
veneers and shiny 
finishes have been 
applied and the 
professional milieu 
tamed enough to make 
the big cat into, well not 
a kitten, but at least 
something that won’t 
literally eat you alive,,. 



D The passive SIS-EX subwoofer 
packs a massive IBin cone underneath 
a threesome of ports. The £68,000 setup 
HCC auditioned uses two of 'em! 

E fBL Synthesis' PT800 surrounds are 
wail-mountable enclosures. Take the grille 
off to get a look at the three-way driver array 
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titanium cones, the sadly h id den-behind-the- 
screen Project Array enclosures are big, bad and 
purposeful-looking, with that typical professional 
audio feel of a gangster dressed up in a smart suit. 
The Logo plate and the lustrous look are gorgeous, 
but they stiLL appear dangerous, as do the pLain 
rectangular subwoofers. These have large ports 
and ribbed paper cones In the front that seem 
a bit old school, but nowadays they have insane 
motors on their behinds. 

Having been sensible and done all my note¬ 
taking first (just in case I came over aLl excited 
and use Less once I’d had my demo) it was finally 
time to fire up some multichannel material JBL 
chose a scene from Pixar’s Ratatouitte - the intro 
sequence with the old Lady with the shotgun 
- which is probably what Id have picked, too. 

The first thing I noticed from the Synthesis 
setup was an incredibly taut yet unstrained snap 
and attacking front edge to all the bangs, crashes 
and tinkles of glass. Then there was its 
breathtaking dynamism (or abiLity to get suddenLy 
louder) and absurd panache when resoLvingdetaiL 
in the midst of mayhem. All things a home cinema 
system demands, in fact. 


Then, when the sequence moves onto a sewer 
as the rats all escape, the watery noises and 
placement were mind-blowing - the sheer 
wetness of the effect had me ducking. It must 
be in the performance of the high reaching 
compression drivers, called Ultra High Frequency 
transducers, that makes this happen. All I know 
is it made every hair on my body stand up. 

And as for the bass end of the 
system - well, it was stupefying. 
Massive and effortless in scale, yet tight and 
visceral, so that the whole experience had the 
professional bent of a teal high-end commercial 
cinema, but different. That difference was that it 
was simply better^ 

Top of the pile 

if you can afford one, a JBL Synthesis system 
is at the very top end of home cinema audio. 

The build, technology and leveL of service 
provided is first-rate, and the overall experience 
of hearing one of these setups in full flow is 
phenomenal. This isn't about bird song and 
tinkling streams - it's more soaring eagles' cries 
and thunderous waterfalls 



■+ Specifications 

JBL Synthesis 1400 Project 
Array BG L/R (£4,250 each) 

Drive units: 1 x JBL 14in bass; 1 x 
3in compression driver; 1 x Tin 
compression driver 

Enclosure: 3-way ported 
Frequency response: 
32Hz-40kHz 
Sensitivity: 89dB 
Power hand Li ng: 10-30 0W 
Dimensions: 394{w) x 1181(h) x 
4B3(d)mm 
Weight: 52kg 
Connections: Binding posts 

JBL Synthesis 880 Project 
Array BG centre (£2,800) 

Drive units: 2 x JBL Bin bass; 1 x 
3inmidrange;lxlin 
compression driver 
Endosure: 3-way sealed 

Frequency response: 
7QHz-40kHz 
Sensitivity: 9 OdB 
Power handling: 10-200W 
Dimensions: 730 (w) x 311(h) x 
279(d)mm 
Weight: 21kg 
Connections: Binding posts 

JBL Synthesis PT800 
Performance Series 
surrounds (£1,250 each) 

Drive units: 1 x JBL Sin bass; 1 x 
4in midrange; 1 xlin tweeter 

Enclosure: 3-way sealed 
Frequency response: 
80Hz-22kHz 
Sensitivity: 91 dB 
Power handling: 50-250W 
Dimensions: 343 (w) x 610(h) x 
152(d)mm 
Weight: 17kg 
Connections: Binding posts 

JBL Synthesis S2S 
subwoofer (£1,400) 

Drive units: 1 x 15in bass 
Endosure: Front-firing 
quad-ported 
Frequency response: 25-80Hz 
Sensitivity: 94dB 
Dimensions: 533 (w) x 699(h) x 
401(d}mm 
Weight: 50kg 
Connections: Binding posts 

JBL Synthesis S1S-EX Everest 
subwoofer (£2,200) 

Drive units: 1 x 18in bass 
Endosure: Front-firing triple 
ported 
Frequency response: 
20Hz-200Hz 
Sensitivity: 97dB 
Dimensions: 533 (w) x 876(h) x 
559(d)mm 
Weight 58,6kg 
Connections: Binding posts 

Five x JBL S820 Amplifiers 
and 1 x S5165 Amplifier 
SDP-40HD system processor 

SDEC 4500 for digital EQ 
and crossover 

Cables by Straightwire 


j 
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Hob Earbcn Badaboard SiIkiI - Bedyl 


'Special offers available as of 01/05/2010 and for a limited time only. Web hosting 
packages at spec'a price o - ' £10 for first year, regular price second- year, 2d month minimum 
contract term applies, Save up to 025.88 - based on the MS Professional Package. 

Terms and Conditions app y, please see website for further details. Prices exclude VAT. 


'tance 

pport 


CJ T ^ tC*x A 1 ^ I Calls cost 6p per minute from a BT land line, calls 

Call WO / I U4 1^14 1 from other operators and mobiles may be higher. 















































All 1&1 Hosting Packages 
from Beginner to Professional! 


ft, I' SiHJ//// 

ANNIVERSARY! 

" \\ ■ ,l 

Celebrating 10 years in the UK this year, 1&1 Internet l)Jfs 
become the UK's leading web host offering innovath^ 
products at competitive prices without com prom isingjgn 
quality or reliability, making the internet more accessible'' 
and enabling our customers to use the latest web hostijKj^i. 
products. To celebrate our anniversary and give you the 
chance to have a successful website, we are now offering — __ 
all our web hosting packages at an amazing price! 


HURRY. OFFERS END 30/06/2010! 


SAVE UP TO 
£ 325 . 88 ! 



ITU 1*1! 



.com, .net, .org, .eu Domains now only £5.99 for 1 year!' 


or visit u$ now 


www.1and1.co.uk 











28 SONY PICTURES, LOS ANGELES 



Hollywood believes _ 

3D can deliver a cash and creativity® 
boost. Ian Campbell reports 


1 T X T e see our world in th ree di mensions 
\l\f and should build our entertainment 
V V into that' So says Buzz Hayes, a man 
who has produced seven of Sony’s eight 3D 
pictures. ‘ We wake up and we see the world in 
3D, I find it entirely ridiculous when people say 
it isagimmick’. 

Gimmick or not 3D sceptics may have to 
eat some humble pie. There’s growing evidence 
that an entertainment phenomenon fueLled 
by the spectacular success of Avatar is gaining 
real traction. By the end of the year, 7,000 3D 
cinemas worldwide will be ready to screen 
the 100 new 3D movies planned by 2012. 

Adding further weight to the movement are 
big-name directors who want to follow the trail 
blazed by James Cameron - out next year is 
The Adventures of Tin tin, Steven Spielberg’s 3D 
debut, while Martin Scorsese has just put pen 
to paper to direct a kid’s fiLm, The invention of 
Hugo Cabret. 

3D kings 

in a screening room on the CoLumbia Studios 
| film Lot in Culver City, Buzz Hayes is talking 
to HCC in his new role as chairman of the 
Sony 3D Technology Centre, a very tangible 
manifestation of his belief that this is the future 
of cinema. Last issue (HCC #182) we profiled 
the centre that provides three-day courses 
on shooting 3D to film and TV professionals. 

The facility Is not about Sony being benevolent. 
It’s more of an opportunity to stake its claim 
as the 3D kings of Tinseltown. 

3D, of course, is good news for companies 
tike Sony While on the Columbia lot, HCC 
also met MichaeL Lynton, chairman and chief 
executive of Sony Pictures, who described 
3D as 'a blazing bright spot’ for an industry 
anxious to resuscitate the home entertainment 
market. The fact that the format has so far 
eluded piracy is a big benefit, particularly 
at a time when illegaL downloads are eating 
into DVD sales. 

As you wouLd expect from a studio executive, 
Lynton is interested in new ways that Hollywood 
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can make money as well as entertain, but 
he was also keen to talk up the creative 
possibilities. It’s less about effects that jump 
out of the screen and grab you and more about 
creating an immersive experience. And it goes 
beyond animation and special effects movies. 1 

3D also goes beyond HoLlywood Sony plans 
to extend its training services to encompass 
medical imaging and other non-entertainment 
applications. But right now the onus is on 
helping film and broadcast professionals 
achieve the best possible results. 

Software solution 

The camera rig at Sony's 3D Technology 
Centre is built by 3alify, a digital film company 
that also makes the software that corrects 
aberrations which can occur in a potentially 
complex shooting situation. *You build 
sophisticated cameras and rigs - but that 
will only get you a degree of accuracy. 

The algorithms in our software are what take 
you the rest of the way/ explains 3ality CEO 
Sandy Gilman, 

Using Sony cameras, 3ality worked on 
the 2007 U2 film, U23D , the first Live-action 
concert film now considered a Landmark In 
the journey to mass-market 3D. The band 
were blown away when they say it; recalls 
CLi man. The Edge couldn’t get over how 


isolated Larry [the drummer] was on stage. 

He hadn’t realised how far apart everybody 
was until he saw the 3D film. 1 

Climan also stresses the point that 3D 
is just one part of a wider digital revolution 
that is sweeping through HoLLywood, where 
CGI and motion capture are transforming film 
entertainment to the point that film is 
increasingly absent from the process. 

As for retro-fitting 2D films with 3D, it can be 
done at a cost of $50,000 a minute, but results 
can be mixed, as Clash of the Titans has proved. 
On the other hand, it’s fair to assume that if 
there is money to be made, it will happen, 

James Cameron has already revealed plans for 
a 3D version of Titanic, so expect other older 
classics to be given the treatment. This has 
eerie echoes of the colourised black-and-white 
fad, which came and went with mercifuL speed. 

Looking to the future and outside the world 
of film, Buzz Hayes has some interesting advice 
for broadcasters such as Sky about shooting 
football in 3D. They need to rethink their 
camera positions,’ Is his verdict Stereoscopy 
works better when shot diagonally across a 
football pitch, for example, rather than the 
halfway line. And because one rig provides more 
depth, less camera positions are required/ 

It’ll be interesting to see if this Hollywood 
advice is heeded# 
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The 2007 concert film U2 3D (left) was a landmark release for 
the era of 3D, but Clash of the Titans (right) has received 
negative reviews concerning its retro-fitted 3D effect 




Noises off 

What a Hollywood 
soundman thinks of 
home cinema... 



Considering Greg 
Russell spends 
his working life 
mixing film 
soundtracks in 
sumptuous 
recording suites 
the size of a 
small cinema, he is generous about 
the quality of cheap and cheerful 
surround systems. There are 5,1 
home systems that sound pretty 
good for just a few hundred dollars/ 
he said. They don’t bother me as 
much as when I go to a movie 
theatre and the centre horn is 
broken and it sounds terribLe.’ 

Nominated for 13 Oscars, Russell has 
worked on a number of blockbuster 
hits including both Transformers, 
Spider-Man 2, Enemy of the State s 
Pearl Harbour and The Rock . They 
typically take him around two 
months, assembling literally 
hundreds of different audio tracks. 
The pre-mix process of dialogue 
alone lasts two weeks before he gets 
into the nitty gritty of sound effects 
and soundtrack music. 

Standing in front of the tools of his 
trade, a vast mixing console running 
Avid Pro Tools, he talks passionately 
about his job. f A movie doesn't come 
alive untiL the sound is there, but you 
have to get the balance right. It’s 
about flying sounds around to 
envelop a room but at the same 
time making sure it doesn't distract 
from following the movie/ 


Raimi day 
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Russell works closely with directors; 
some more closely than others. Sam 
Raimi impresses him because he is 
the only one who has insisted on 
sitting in on the home cinema mix. 
This is generally a three-day task, 
remixing a soundtrack for the 
domestic experience, 'Squishing the 
dynamic range", as Russell puts it. 
And what of 3D? Russell mixed 
Cloudy with Chance of Meatballs 
(main picture) and says the new 
format is throwing up fresh 
challenges. It’s about experimenting 
with audio depth to accompany the 
pictures. You use very dry sounds, for 
example, to suggest something dose 
up. It takes even Longer to get right. 1 
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All change, please 


Van Helsing: Hugh Jackman 
takes on Werewolves r 
Dracula and Frankenstein's 
Monster all in one movie 



V ampires have hogged the (artificial) 
Limelight of Late on both the small and 
siLver screen, but the shaggy wolf story is 
neglected at your peril. It may even be that the 
remake of the 1941 classic The Wolf Man, soon out 
on BLu-ray, reignites our lycanthropic Love affair 
The highlight of many werewolf movies 
(beyond the brutal bloody killings, of course), 
is the transformation of regular guy (or gal) into 
howling beast. In The Wolf man, Benicia deL Toro 
reprises the role (see page 100 for a fulL DVD 
review), and the speciaL FX team, along with the 
actor’s naturaL physiognomy, put most of their 
predecessors' lupine creations to shame. 
Werewolf in London (1935) was the first film to 
portray the anthropomorphic side of The change*, 
but was compromised somewhat by lead actor 
Henry Hull’s unwillingness to spend long in 
makeup. The result was a somewhat debonair, 
rather than beastly, werewolf. Not good. 

Yet we re wo Lf movies aren't always about 
horror, 19 81’s An American Werewolf in London, 
which taught us to 'stay on the road' on rambling 
trips to the Yorkshire Moors, expertly mixed 
comedy with carnage to box office-busting effect. 
(The belated sequel, American Werewolf in Paris, 


was a fLop, though, maybe because Paris is a city 
in which the presence of raw, bloody flesh rarely 
raises a bushy eyebrow). 1985's Teen Wolf 
eschewed the gore entirely, pLaying out the 
werewolf Legend as a quip-filled commentary 
on the perils of being a teenager. 

In fact, the 1980s are stiLL the best decade to 
Look to for fans of f iercesome furries. Check out 
Joe Dante l s The Howling, and its six sequels, and 
the New York-set Woifen. 

in the intervening years, there’s been Less to get 
excited about - apart from the underwhelming 
Jack NichoLson vehicle Wolf, the genre has only 
been kept ticking over by low-budget fare like 
Ginger Snaps and Dog Soldiers. 

Silver bullet-dodgers 

Now, though, werewolves are back, and invading 
the small screen, too: BBC Three“s Being Human 
is busy exploring the mundane nature of Living in 
fear of a fuLl moon, whiLe the smash US vampire 
show True Blood is adding a pack of silver 
buLLet-dodgers in its third season. So perhaps, the 
werewoLf has finally stepped out of the moonlit 
shadows, and with a swagger to its low swinging 
stride, has finally come of age 
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Quintessential Werewolf... 


An American Werewolf in London's pivotal scene 



Claw blimey 

The film's astonishing centrepiece 
begins with David's hand 
stretching before our eyes 


Passthelmmac 

From there, his body continues to 
transform thanks to Rick Baker's 
incredible full-body prosthetics 


Facing a long stretch The eyes have it 


Baker also utilised robotic body parts 
to make it seem like the David's head 
was elongating 


The result was so spectacular, it led 
to the introduction of a new Oscar 
for outstanding makeup effects! 


Must own... 



The Wolf Man 


Universal Pictures-* R2 DVD 
£6 Approx 

It wasn't the first werewolf film, hut 
this 1941 film is the one that gave us so 
much of the folklore that has become 
commonplace today (such as a 
iycanthrope's aversion to silver) 
and remains a true horror classic. 

00. 76: The title sequence gives an 
immediate idea of just how much print 
damage the film suffers from, and how 
much of a restoration it really needs. 
40.41: The audience gets its first look 
at Jack Pierce's legendary makeup as 
the Wolf Man goes on the prowl. 



An American 
Werewolf in 
London 


Universal. Pictures All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Mixing comedy and horror with 
unmatched skill, John Landis' film 
might be almost BO years old, but 
it's still the pinnacle of the genre. 
73.52: 'Stay on the road, Keep dear 
of the moors'. The terrifying first 
encounter with the creature makes the 
most of the DTS-HD MA 5.1 audio mix, 
66.29: A commuter discovers why 
you should avoid Tottenham Court 
Road tube station after dark. 







Ginger Snaps 

TVA international** R1CE DVD 
£15 Approx (Canadian Import) 

Providing a refreshing feminist spin 
on a familiar story, this smart and gory 
jet black horror-comedy uses the 
conventions of the horror genre 
as a metaphor for puberty. 

44.32: Ginger gets a little help from 
her sister, tying her newly-grown tail 
to her thigh, before joining her class for 
a game of hockey. 

95.54: While there's no denying that 
the film is great, the rather duff special 
effects used to create Ginger's final 
transformation leave a lot to be desired. 



The Howling 

MGM-*R1 DVD Special Edition 
£10 Approx (US Import) 

Gore, sleaze and in-jokes galore are the 
order of the day in director Joe Dante's 
genre hit, Thankfully John Sayles' witty 
script is much, much better than the 
trashy Gary Brandner novel that 
inspired the film. 

57.38: Unlike their usual cinematic 
brethren, The Howling's lycanthropes 
can change at will - day or night, 
6737: Although overshadowed by the 
same year's An American Werewolf in 
London , Rob Bottin's transformation 
effects are truly audacious. 


Worth seeing... 



Dog Soldiers 

Rathe Distribution -+R2 DVD 
£18 Approx 

Writer/director Neil Marshall made a 
big splash with his low-budget debut 
feature - a smart comedy-horror about 
a group of soldiers on a military exercise 
In Scotland coming up against a family 
of flesh-eating werewolves, 

39.28: As werewolves go on the 
rampage outside, inside the house Sam 
the dog tries to help himself toa bit of 
intestine - while the owner is still alive! 
89.22: With the help of a frying pan, 
one soldier is determined to show the 
werewolves that he's no pushover. 


The Night of the 
Werewolf 

BCI -* AU-region BD Double-Feature 
£11 Approx (US Import) 

Spain's king of horror Paul Naschy won 
fans around the world with his series of 
films ah out the werewolf Waldemar 
Dan insky. This 1981 outing in the series, 
pitting him against vampires, is easily 
the hest and most lavishly staged. 

32.12: Never stop for a spot of nookie 
when there's a werewolf on the loose! 
84.35: It's the moment we've all 
been waiting for, as the Waldemar 
werewolf faces off against the vampiric 
Elizabeth Bathory, Fight! 



The Company of 
Wolves 


I TV Studios Home Entertainment 
R2 DVD Spec Ed -* £16 Approx 

Neil Jordan directed this dreamlike 
adaptation of Angela Carter's 
exploration of the sexual symbolism 
and themes that run rampant through 
folklore and fairytales, 

24.36: 'If I were a wolf once more, 

I'd teach this whore a lesson 1 . The 
gorgeous restored transfer really sells 
the unorthodox transformation scene. 
78.25: 'Jesus! What big teeth you 
have! 1 Rosaleen finally comes 
face-to-face with a werewolf. 


Avoid... 



An American 
Werewolf in Paris 


Entertainment in Video-* R2 DVD 
£13 Approx 

Bad werewolf sequels are ten-a-penny. 
but few are quite as insulting as this 
belated 1997 sequel to arguably the 
greatest werewolf flick ever. Awful! 
30.47: CGinvadeslhe werewolf genre 
and the instantly outdated result will 
leave you pining for traditional 
prosthetic makeup effects 
53,78: A werewolf is on the prowl, but 
the non-anamorphic 1.78:1 transfer is so 
dark and lacking in detail that it's hard 
to make out what's going on. 
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Hear Your Films as the Director Intended 

At Gecko, our house system is M&K's legendary 150 speakers, 
as used by Warner Bros, 20th Century Fox, Paramount, 
Universal, Dolby, Lucasfilm, THX, DTS, DreamWorks, Sony 
Pictures and Disney. Using these same speakers in your home 
will perfectly reproduce what the director intended and at a 
fraction of the price of other alternatives. 


Compare the Latest Projection Technology 

Gecko's showroom is the only place where you can compare 
all the latest projection and screen technologies from Runco, 
Stewart and Screen Research as well as far more affordable 
alternatives from JVC, Epson and VuTec. YouII be shocked at 
what you see and what you'll save! 


Professional Room Design 

Over half of what you hear from any system is created by the 
acoustic of the listening room, so room design is an integral 
part of any system we create. Our acousticians design over 30 
rooms a month and have the experience to ensure that your 
room has the perfect acoustics to let your system shine. 


The World's Finest Surround System 

Finally, our facilities are the only place in the UK where you 
can hear the world's finest home cinema system. Stein way 
Lyngdorf s surround systems are unique in being able to 
perfectly reproduce the full resolution of high definition 
surround formats. 


To experience the extraordinary contact Gecko on 0845 262 2882 
www.geckohomecinema.com 
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■4 Smarthome highlights CLASSE New range of rack-designed AV amplifiers 
BOWERS & WILKINS The home audio specialist goes in-wall/in-ceiiing FORTRESS Bespoke cinema 
seating ail the way from the US CEDIA Our pick of the best installs and muitiroom solutions from this 
year's CEDiA awards AV-HOLIC! An HCC reader guides you through his home cinema setup 
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Audio components with stealth 

B&W and Classe add speakers and amplification that slide unobtrusively into the home 


Audio specialist Bowers & Wilkins has been 
beavering away on two new ranges of custom 
install speakers that bring some of the brand's 
world-renowned technology to those looking 
to build a steath cinema. 

The Cl 600 Series features both in-wall and 
in-ceiling models, designed fora 'smooth, 
non-fatiguing sound 1 . As you move up the price 
range, a host of performance enhancements, 
including Kevlar cones and Nautilus tweeters, 
come into play. 

Most of the in-ceiling models use a variable- 
position tweeter and a three position bass-mid 
switch. This lets you balance a physically directed 
tweeter with the fixed bass-mid driver 

The 0 700 Series is 
targeted at audiophiles 
with space-saving 
issues. New features 
i n c lud e f u l Ly-e ng i n eere d 
baffles, integrated back 
boxes and a design that can 
be retrofitted. The speakers 
can be mixed and matched 
with the CT (Custom Theatre) 

700 Series. 



Laser and test equipment, which heats and cools 
quickly. A “noiseless 1 fan, and pressure and 
temperature sensors, also work to maintain 
the amplifier's temperature, 

Classe's CT components also have their own 
adjustable rack raiLs and a separate aluminum 
faceplate. The latter is not only designed to 
improve the aesthetic of your kit rack, but helps 
in cooling. 

As for the electronics themselves, the CT-SSP 
fs a 10-channel preamp/processor with balanced 
and single-ended connections for all channels, 
it offers internal decoding of Dolby TrueHD and 
DTS-HD Master Audio sources, and retails for 
around £7,000. 

The £7,500 CT-5300 is a five-channel amp, 
claiming 300W per channel, while the 
partnering £5,550 CT-2300 offers 
two-channel amplification. You can 
partner this with the CT-5300 
for a seven-channel system. 
For more info check 
P out the websites 

www,classeaudio.com 
and www.bowers- 
wilkins.co.uk 


Showing a bit of Classe 



Rack 'em up: Classe's new 
install-friendly AV 
components are designed 
to be rack-mounted 


Classe, part of the B&W group since 2001, 
also has good news for home cinema hedz 
planning a discreet install - a series of amplifiers, 
and a processor, designed specifically for housing 
in an AV rack. 

Classe's CT models use Intelligent Cooling 
Tunnel (ICTunnel) architecture to enhance AV 
performance and reliability in what can 
sometimes be poorly-ventilated environments. 
The ICTunnel uses an aluminium bonded-fin 
heatsink, a technology usually found on medicaL, 



Heard but not seen: 

The Cl 700 Series features 
in-wall speakers like the 
Nautilus tweeter-packing 
CWM7.3 


Keene to update 

A trio of products 
from Keene 
Electronics have been 
updated for your 
listening delectation. 
An 1R distribution amplifier, the Keene 
IRBKIT, has been tweaked Internally 
for faster signal processing and greater 
compatibility with other makers’ kit. 
Next is the KLAB in-wall amplifier, 
where one user-configurable circuit now 
covers options including fixed gain and 
remote-free use. Finally, the VRC 
volume control offers remote control 
for devices with in-line connections. Its 
audio circuitry has been beefed upfor 
lower distortion and wider input range. 
www.keene.co.uk 


Support for iPad 

Stardraw.com will 
soon offer support 
for the iPad with its 
universal system 
control platform, 
Stardraw Control 2010. The platform 
can use the iPad, or any device that 
supports a browser or talks HTTP, as 
a user interface device. It perm its direct 
machine-to-machine com m u nicat ions, 
and the complementary AJAX 
technology (Asynchronous Java Script 
and XML) allows bi-directional use 
through HTML. The iPad features a 
9.7in 1024 x 768 touchscreen, Wi-Fi 
connectivity, 10-hour battery life and is 
only 0.5in thick, 
w w w.st a rd raw.com/i Pa d 


Fairest of all 

Gett ing fra m ed can 
mma be a cost ly 

I experience but with a 
NEOD mirror TV it can 
at least be a luxurious 
one. The TV is only visible when 
switched on, leaving a black reflective 
mirror surrounded by a crafted 
wall-hanging frame - you can 
complement your room decor with 
one of nine finishes. The NEOD range 
uese Full HD Loewe LCDs, in sizes from 
22-52in. If these don’t quite fit the bill, 
one can be made to your specification. 

If the bill doesn’t quite fit your wallet, 
you may have to stick with more 
conventional products, 
www. i mpact sc reensol ut io ns.co.uk 


AC without DC 

The last thing you 
want to hear with 
your music and 
soundtracks is an 
annoying hum. If the 
problem is coming not from your family 
but your mains supply, a blocking power 
distribution unit from lsol-8 may sort 
it out. The brand's new PowerLine Axis 
claims to offer a perfectly balanced 
AC waveform to up to five different 
components, eliminating DC voltage on 
the mains supply and restoring full 
power to the system, lsol-8 is so 
confident in the build-quality of its 
£500 brushed aluminium unit that 
it offers a five-year guarantee, 
wwwJsol-8.co.uk 





HOME CINEMA CHOICi JULY 2010 















Cl NEWS 35 


Give me an 'S' 

Small, stylish and 
stereo are just three 
of the ‘S'words we 
could apply to 
Geneva Lab's Model 
S iPod dock. This £300 little stunner is 
available in glossy black, red or white 
along with a silver pedestal and 
remote, and uses 30W of Class D 
amplification. Additional features 
inlude an FM tuner, alarm clock, and 
a stereo input so you can hook up an 
external computer or TV, to boot, 
Geneva Lab also claims its 
EmbracingSoundtech offers a wider 
audio sweet spot than normal stereo, 
wwwxsecustom.com 


iPad finds home 

■ Touchpanel control 
obsessive Crestron 
has launched an 
iTunes Appfor 
Apple's iPad, which 
brings touchscreen control of your AV 
and home automation to the 
must-have gadget's display. The Mobile 
Pro G iPad app comes with standard 
Crestron graphic template, but users 
can configure their own interfaces. 

The iPad is the hottest new thing right 
now, 1 says Director of Marketing Vincent 
Bruno, 'and Crestron is out infront with 
the most flexible and feature-rich 
control app available,' 
wwwxrestron.com 


Boxing clever 

Sony is trying to carve 
itself a niche in the 
curious world of 
AV-integrated home 
cinema stands. Its 
RHT-G5/G11/G15 are designed for 
screens of 32-40,42-52,5G-6Gin 
respectively, and offer three HDMI 
inputs (and one output) and a 2.1 
speaker configuration - Sony’s 5-Force 
PRO Front Surround wizardry then 
creates a virtual 5.1 soundfield. The 
HDMI output will passthrough 108Gp24 
and 3D video to your TV; also thrown in 
isanFM radio tuner and iPod-friendly 
digital media port. Prices start at £500, 
www.sonyxo.uk 


Monkey business 

UK-based 
manufacturer 
Monkey Cable has 
released ifsdebut 
range of HDMI interconnects, which 
includes vl.4-capable products. The 
range is three-tier - split into Concept 
(entry-level), Clarity (mid-range) and 
Connoisseur (high-end) - with each tier 
offering cables in lm, 2m, 3m and 5m 
lengths. Prices range from £35-180, 
and bespoke lengths are also available 
on request. Monkey Cable will also 
shortly be releasing other hookup 
solutions, including optical and coaxial, 
mini HDMI, and speaker cable, 
www, mon keycablexom 





Sit down, turn on, lean back 

US cinema seating specialist Fortress wants us all to be sitting comfortably 


Our home cinema hobby isn't all about the 
amplifiers, screen and speakers. Even the 
most impressive Blu-ray loses some impact 
if the springs on your old sofa are digging 
into your back. Good news, then, that US 
company Fortress is now offering a full range 
of cinema chairs in the UK with its distribution 
handled by Pulse Marketing. 

Fortress has been around for over half 
a century, and builds its frames from solid 
combinations of birch plywood and alder, 
discarding screw connections in favour of more 
reliable mechanisms attaching metal to metal. 
The chairs reach all of the exacting US, EU and 
UK safety standards - the only ones, the company 
tells us, to do so. 

Now then, now then! 

Among the available options are motorised 
recliners, and Jimmy Savile-esque chairs with 
drawer-laden storage arms. Seating can be 
ordered with incorporated D-Box Motion, the 
system which relies on Blu-rays and DVDs 
to be appropriately coded. More than a thousand 
BDs/DVDs are now D-Box tagged, and, although 
the effect can be a little in-yer-face, it’s 
definitely fun. 

Popular Fortress models incLude the MouLin 
Rouge, which can be specified with corner units 
and fabric skirts, and the 1920s-styled Deco, 

The most basic chair is the nan-bespoke 
California, which retails for around £1,500, while 
the standard leather 'Odeon-esque' Matinee goes 
for around £3,000. 

For big spenders, you might pay around 
£13,000 for a £3,000 Matinee with electrical 
recliner, pocket arm, and the three-axis iteration 
of D-Box, which is even more involving than 
the two-axis version. Options includes choice 
of fabric, seating widths and backrest heights 



(pres u ma bly sav i n g so me of t he ac reage th at' s C ha irs with f la Lr: Quality 

more readily requested in the US), stainless steel seating is a vital element of 

cup holders, and more. You want a fridge built in? any home cinema install 

You got it. 

Pulse Marketing's Mike Beatty outlined toHCC 
the bespoke nature of the seating. 'As long as 
your interior designer or installer is prepared to 
get involved with the design process, you can do 
pretty much whatever you want! 1 

These are seats 'for movie fanatics' who 
are ’serious about recreating the full cinema 
experience at home 1 , he added, 
www, for t re sseat i ng.co m 
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Best Integrated Home under £100,000 

Winner - Prestige Audio - The White House 

This stunning-Looking home impressed the judges with 
its integration of AV, lighting, and security. The Crestron 
touch-panel built into the leather-dad piLlar controls aLl 
zones inside and out; a projector and screen cover the 
cinema options. CoLour-change lighting and an inside 
waterfall can alter the ambience instantly. 


Dream 

Theatres 






Planning a 
home cinema 
or smarthome 
makeover? Get 
inspiration from the 
CEDIA 2010 awards... 



T he Custom Electronic Design 
and instaLLation Association 
- CEDiA to the less verbose - is 
the international trade organization for 
the home electronic systems industry, 
its annual awards ceremony brings 
together the finest examples of home 
installations from the UK and abroad 
- from the most extravagantly opulent 
to the kind of fiendishly clever and 
cost-effective installs more suited 
to the budgets of the rest of us. 

This year, HCC s editor-in-chief 
Steve Way added lustre to the judging 
panel at the London event covering 
Region 1. Not to be confused with 
DVD regions, R1 covers all of Europe, 
Africa, and much of Asia, too. But it’s 
a home celebration for the Brits who 
have swept the trophy board. 
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Best Dressed Kit Racks 

These two finaLists show just how serious 
AV racks can be. Hometeeh Integration 
(top) custom-built this three-rack system 
that incorporates over 1,000m of cabling, 
while Sensory International (bottom) was 
responsible for this complex spaghetti junction 
that controls multiroom audio and video 


Best Home Cinema under £40,000 

Winner - Fab Audio Visual - Subterranean 

The judges described this as a 'well considered and technically outstanding home 
cinema installation. 1 The setup includes three Genelec active in-wall speakers behind 
a llOin Screen Excellence acoustically-transparent screen. Two similar speakers and 
an active sub complete the audio mix. 


Best Home Cinema under £40,000 

Finalist - Projecting and Sounding ART - La Vie en Rose 

The owner of this hi-tech but retro-styled room is a passionate movie fan, yet 
wanted the home cinema audio to stay behind closed doors, A comprehensive 
projector-led AV system took care of the first job, while layers of galvanised Lead and 
recycled rubber form an acoustic baffle to keep the neighbours happy 
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Final Cut 

The winners of the 
CEDIA 2010 awards... 

Best Media Room under 
£15,000 



Olive AV, Kensington Apartment 
United Kingdom 


Best Media Room over 
£15,000 

Winner: MR Domotita, 

RuraL Media, Netherlands 

Best Home Cinema under 
£40,000 

Winner: FAB AV, Subterranean, 
United Kingdom 

Best Home Cinema 
£40,000-£100,000 

Winner: FAB AV, The Grey Room, 
United Kingdom 

Best Home Cinema over 

£100,000 

Winner: FAB AV, 

Gentleman's Club, UK 

Best Integrated Home 
under £100,000 

Winner: Prestige Audio, 

The White House, UK 

Best Integrated Home 
£100,000 - £250,000 

Winner: Prestige Audio, 

St Pancras Penthouse, UK 

Best Integrated Home 
over £250,000 

Winner: Censys Residential 
Control, Kasteel Domein 
Amerloo, Netherlands 


Best Innovative Solution 
- Residential 



Winner: T&T Automation, West 
London Gated Community, UK 


Best Multi-dwelling 

Winner: Finite Solutions, 
Greenhouse, UK 

Best Marine 

Winner: Sensory International, 
Slipstream, UK 

Best Dressed Rack 

Winner: T&T Automation, 

West London FamSLy Mansion, UK 



Best Integrated Home over £250,000 

Highly Commended - Smart Home - Buckinghamshire Luxury Home 

It took eight years to complete this project in a 17th Century Grade 1 listed property. Contrasting 
somewhat with the ornate interior is this 103in plasma TV - one of the property's 36 screens! 


Best Home Cinema over £100,000 

Finalist - SMC - Cots wo Id Screening Room 

Installed in a Victorian garage, the welL-connected owner of this room cLaims to have f a cinema 
of choice for some of the world's most exacting filmmakers'. Oh, to be a fly on the wall. 
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Best Media Room over £15,000 

Finalist - Sensory International - Cheshire Media Lounge 

Sensory International's brief was to create a room where all the family eouLd hang 
out and enjoy media from 5ky+HD, DVD, Xbox and Wii, Let alone the non-digital pool 
tables. Lighting accommodated both, while the video is handled by a 50in Pioneer 
pLasma (remember them?), lOOin projection screen, and SIM2 Domino projector 


Best Home Cinema £40,000 - £100,000 

Finalist — Dark Side of the Room — Dream Come True 

BuiLt for a discerning musician, this room was configured for seven-channeL surround 
sound and boasts two subs alongside its 3m screen and THX-certified projector. 
Amongst the eclectic hardware are players for Laserdisc, MintDisc and VHS tape 


Best Innovative Solution 

Finalist — Grahams Hi-Fi — Where did the PJ go? 

A 5m-high ceiling necessitated this elaborate 
projector-in-a-cupboard solution 

Best Innovative Solution 

Finalist - The Pleasure Home — Smart Wall AV 

The sports-loving owner of this install can watch 
three events at once thanks to this Smart Wall, 
and stroke the (optional) dog 
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Award Winning Luxury Home Cinemas 
and Multi Room Systems 

Control © OcdrarnoN 

1‘iinrdpyip?' 

08450 94 93 95 

Wimbledon, London 
w w w, bey o ndthei n vi s i b le, co m 


Bespoke home cinema projection rooms 
True high definition plasma and led tv 
Multi-room audio, video and satellite 
Integrated lighting and control systems 
Telephone S computer networks 
Creative audiovisual interior design 
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definitions 


Definition & are the leading designer and 
installer of high definition home cinema 
and home automation systems 
in the Yorkshire region. 

Projects range from discrete 
plasma TV systems, to automated 
projection home cinema rooms 

01484 713996 
www.definitions.uk.com 



NORTHERN 


IRELAND 


, JCronos 

V^AUOiO VISUAL 


KRONOS HI-FI 

3-9 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon, 
Co, Tyrone BT70 IAR 
Tel, {043) 028 B77S 1406 
Fa*. (LMB) 02El 877S 3004 


website www.kronosav.co. uk 


CEDIA 


Hi-Fi - Home Cinema 
- Multi“ftoom Audio 
and Video Lighting 
and Control Systems - 
Plasma and Projector 
Systems 






Key to Discipline Sections: t Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Control & Systems Integration 6 Satellite 








































SOUND S VISION CENTER 


riR 


Demonstration Studios 
Cinema Theatre 
Home Installation 
Multi room Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mail Order Available 

- ‘ k\ ,,!■ 


152 Hinhi Street. Bloxwich. Walsall . . i , J 

01 gas 493499 “te Night Thursdoy 
www.soundacademy.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 
TONY MARTIN ON 
0207 042 4253 
OR EMAIL 

lony.marlin@fuiurenel.co.uk 


INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, 

Hmnptun WjlJc, 
Kingston Upon Thames 
KTI 4 DA 
T: 0208 9433530 
F: 0208 94J4509 
wtww. i nfidcl ify, co.uk 
Contact: Simon Byles 



Disciplines 

Infidelity are rounder mem here of 
CEDIA UK and art: intetmvely 
involved in the various forms of 
Custom lastalkiion including 
Lutron lighting L-ontrot nritemt, 
Mulriruom Audio and Visual and 
Home Cinema systems. We provide 
complete support from the irutal 
planning to a personalised after sales 
service, tf you want to have an 
indecently good home automation 
system. 


LIVING ENTERTAINMENT 




Discover the very best in 
Home Entertainment 
technology together with the 
most stunning installation 
solutions at Musical Images. 

London end the South-East 1 * 
premier Home Entertainment 
specialist. 


Winner of three prestigious 
Home Cinema Choice 
u Best installation of the Year" 

Awards. No ons knows more 
about Home Entertainment 
than Musical Images f 

BECKENHAM BRANCH ' k 

126 High Street Beckenham, Kent BR3 1ED 

Tel: 020 8663 3777 

COVENT GARDEN BRANCH 

18 Monmouth Street, Covent Carden, London WQH 9H 

Tel: 020 7497 1346 

EDGWARE BRANCH 

173 Station Road. Edgware. Middlesex HA8 7iX 

Tel: 020 8952 5535 



1,2,3,4,5,$ 


CEDIA 




Email: ivd«i;r«.kmttfivtf vir|>iB.wl 
M Wtftfo Road. OantrstM. SWtl *K\ 


■Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 
Specialists 

020 7924 2040 



MUK.ItHMilhifl.CIUUli 


Home Automaton & MultuRoom Specialists 



Any song, 
any room, 
at the touch 


of a button 


01892 860801 

hx www.progressive-av.com 


CEDIA is an established trade association of experienced 
companies that integrate entertainment, telephone, computer, 
heating, light and security systems in your home 




Key to Discipline Sections: t Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Control & Systems Integration 6 Satellite 
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idden away in plush premises 
in rural Wootton Bassett, 
Dolby Laboratories has a long 
heritage associated with the very 
best digital sound for cinema. But the 
company is now also heavily involved 
with digital cinema image processing 
and the mastering and distribution 
of digital cinema movies to cinemas. 

The company’s pride and joy in 
their facility is a spectacular 60-seat 
cinema with some of the finest 


acoustics in the world. For the last 
20 years it has been used to develop 
and test many of the cinema 
surround sound technologies 
AV-geeks are familiar with in the 
home. But more recently it has been 
running around the dock to quality 
control the soundtrack and image 
quaLity of digitaL cinema master 
copies before they are reLeased into 
the cinemas. Hence the need for this 
second room, built with lightning 


speed by installation experts 
Vivid Research, 

Explains Richard Welsh, Dolby’s 
Director of Digital Cinema Mastering: 
The major film studios are now 
releasing nearly every one of their 
films in a digital cinema format. And 
we are normalLy the gateway for the 
Hollywood studios to distribute these 
movies into many European and 
international countries. This can 
mean we are mastering up to 40 



Relax: 

The cinema 
seating and 
console were 
custom-built 
by 3rdEdiiion 
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Kit Checklist 

Barco; DP20GG DIP Cinema 2K 
resolution projector plus 1.2-1.S 
DC2K DLP Cinema lens 
Dolby: 3D projector colour wheel 
adaptor kit; 3 x. Dolby Lake audio 
processors; CP750 audio cinema 
processor and remote fader; 
DSS200 digital cinema playback 
system 

Hark ness: 6 m Cinemascope 1.0 
gain screen; motorised 
133:1/177:1/185:1/2.35:1 aspect 
ratio masking system 
JBL: 5 x JBL active UCR; 12 x JBL 
8320 surrounds; 1 x JBL 1.000W 
(peak) active cinema subwoofer 
QSC: 12 x DCA2422 425W 
surround amplifiers 
Doremi: Digital cinema playback 
system 

Lutror; Graf ik Eye lighting 
controller; SeeTouch keypads and 
R5232 interface 
Raritan: 2 x networked KVM for 
system control 
Fostex: 6301D active monitor for 
audio description playback 
Cat6: Networking patchbays and 
switches; audio patchbays 
(analogue and digital); HDSDI 
patchbays 

Clneak: Acoustic wall absorbers/ 
diffusers 

Armstrong: Absorbing/isolating 
ceiling tiles 
3rd Edition Furniture: Custom 
console and furniture 


I 

* 

i 




The control desk 
(below) from where 
every aspect of a digital 
print can be analysed 



different language versions - some 
with subtitles, many with complete 
replacement dubbed soundtracks. 

‘With every version needing to 
be quality-controlled under strict 
conditions before the master copy 
can be bulk duplicated and released, 
we knew we needed a second 
cinema room, and we needed it fast 1 
WiLtshire-based Vivid Research 
got the call, and not because it had 
a big ad in the Yellow Pages. Its 


founder Graham Edmondson is an 
ex-director of Dolby Labs and played 
a leading role in the company : s first 
work with digital cinema. 

Edmondson explains: It was having 
that knowledge and background, 
combined with the experience of 
designing, constructing and installing 
high-end home cinemas that 
enabLed me to take on this new 
project with the confidence that 
we could deliver on time.’ 
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A Dream screen 

You wouldn’t expect Dolby to use 
a 14in black-and-white TV to 
scrutinise new releases, hence 
this six-metre Harkness 
Cinemascope screen - a minimum 
size for film studios for quaLity 
control work, as it allows picture 
defects to be accurately identified 

B Swarms of speakers 

JBL speakers are everywhere 
you turn in this state-of-the-art 
demo room. The system runs 
a 171 array, with 12 of the surround 
cabinets driven by individual 
425W power amps. The front 
stage aLso packs additional 
‘height’ channels for use with 
Dolby Pro-Logic llz 

C Wiry Build 

The sheer quantity of electronics 
installed by Vivid Research naturally 
requires a cornucopia of cabling 

D Console me 

The focus of the room is a large 
consoLe that looks like it could have 
been stolen from the USS Enterprise . 
This can control all systems within 
the entire Dolby mastering plant, 
as well as give Local control over 
cinema Lighting, screen masking, 
playback volume and more 

E Blue-blooded Barco 

This rear view of Barca’s DP-2000 
gives some indication of the sheer 
size of this pro-LeveL projector 

FView to a kill 

This backroom monitor would 
probably out-perform most folks’ 
home cinema screen 
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Get set for the World Cup 

at home this Summer and 

Experience the Magic 



DLA-HD990 front projector 
is shown -THX approved and 
featuring 70,000:1 native ratio 
and 120Hz Clear Motion Drive 


With the latest stunning HD 
designs from JVC, including 
the very latest DLA-HD990, 
DLA-HD950 and DLA-HD550 
models, we have the finest 
projectors on demonstration. 
So call in, talk to us and get 
the bigger picture. 


E&OE 
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46 GET YOUR KIT OUT 


Certified: AV-holic! 


Every issue, an HCC reader invites you to take 
a tour of their beloved home cinema setup... 






Sent to the garden: 

But it's not a 
punishment for John 


Join the club 

Do you want to see your home 
cinema system featured In 
the pages of Home Cinema 
Choice! if so, log on to www. 
homec i nemac ho ice.com/avhol ic 
where you’ll find all the 
information you need. 


Introduce yourself... 

I'm John Morris, 37 and I'm 
a car sales executive. 

And you’re an AV-holic? 

As long as I can remember, 
if started with a Nicam video 
recorder attached to my hi-fi 
system, but it was movies that 
got me started. After reading 
a very old edition of your 
magazine I bought a Laserdisc 
player, a Yamaha AC-3 amplifier, 
and 5,1 speakers for my small 
bedroom. The rest is history. 
What's in your setup? 

My current setup includes a 
purpose-built soundproofed 
garage as a cinema room. I have 
an In Focus IN82 projector and 
Project a Homescreen Deluxe 
lOSin screen with a high- 
contrast grey screen material, 
and Jamo D6 THX Ultra, front 
speakers, Jamo D6 THX 
surrounds, and a REL R-505 
subwoofer. Images come from 
a Pioneer BDP-09FD US import 
Btu-ray pLayer through an Onkyo 
TX-SR875. Other kit includes a 
Futronix P50 four-scene 


dimmer switch, a Daikin 
FXTG-35 aircon unit (as used 
in HCC's 'Stealth Cinema 1 build 
- see #157), and a Blu-eye 
infrared remote blaster to 
operate the kit in my custom- 
made cabinets.! aLso have a 
projector hushbox, built by my 
father, to limit the sound of the 
projector fan. It works very well 
and gives me easy access to the 
projector’s zoom and focus. 
What will be your next 
equipment purchase? 

A Logitech Harmony 1100 
remote - Looks very nice indeed. 
How much have you spent on 
your AV habit over the years? 
Too much to even begin thinking 
about! Around £30K without 
taking into account Btu-ray 
media, but perhaps a figure of 
around £5G/60K over the years. 
What's your current fave disc? 
The Dark Knight - it looks 
and sounds amazing. 

Are you excited about 3D? 

Not as much as 1 thought I 
would be. I may change my 
mind after a demo, though! 


Room essentials 

A Garage glamour 

The most substantial 
component has to be 
the purpose-built 
soundproofed garage 

B Fullscreen 

The 108in projector screen 
makes maximum use of the 
available space 

C Sub standard 

A REL subwoofer provides 
the kind of low-end grunt 
you might not get away 
with in your front room 

D Flang it high 

An in Foe us IN82 projector 
is mounted to the ceiling in 
this custom-made 'hushbox 1 

E Four of a kind 

Four Jamo D6 THX surround 
speakers team up with 
the LCRs to deliver seven- 
channeL audio 

F Disc collection 

John admits he's spent 
thousands of pounds on 
software alone 
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Freeview HD Delivered by Humax 


Freeview HD 





Watch your shows come alive with brilliant colour and spectacular sound 
in glorious Freeview HD. All delivered by Humax. 


The UK’s first Freeview HD box, the Humax HD-FOX T2 gives you 
access to up to 50 digital TV and 24 radio channels from Freeview, 
plus the very best HD content, subscription-free. 

Stylish and compact, the HD-FOX T2 also offers a range of exciting 
features including home networking and interactive TV services 
to provide the ultimate way to watch HD TV through an aerial. 


• Play music, videos and photos directly onto your TV 

• Connect to your home network to share content 

• Access on-demand services 

To check if you can get Freeview HD where you live just 
text your postcode and house number to 80560 or visit 
www.freeview.co.uk/availabiiity 

HUMAX 

EASY DIGITAL 


mpoLBY Hamr CV3 dieitallVl 
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SONY«y tf AW KDL-40MXS03U 


6DP-S7606 


UE46C6620 


BDC6900 


► High Performance Blu-ray Disc™ Player 

► 7.i channel High Definition Surround Sound 
Bitstream 


► 46* Full HD 1080P Ultra Slim LED TV 

► Anynet+ / All Share / lnternet(S>TV 

► 4 X HD Ml 


► eiu-Ray 3D Player with Ultra Fast Play 

► lnternet(fflTV 

► Anynet+- 


Pioneer 

► Blu-ftay Disc 1 " Player with ©D-Live 

► PQLS and 48-bit Deep Colour 

► HDMl / USB / Ethernet 

► BDP120 a Iso aua I labia mh 


BDP320 


LIFESTYLE 13 {Series III) 

► DVD Home Entertainment System 

► Compact ACOUSTIMASS* module 

► Up lo 20?& Discount / Free 2 Vear Warranty 


£CALL IN-STORE 


► 22" HD Ready LED TV 

► 2k HDMl and USB 

► FREEVIEW 


► 42" Full HD lQSOp LCD TV with 
Amhilight Spectra 2 & Perfect Pixel HD 

► BDQ0D:1 Dynamic Contrast / 4 X HDMl 

► Also available in 47 J ' 


Model Shown: UE4GCSGOO (£2199.00) 


TXL42U2B 


TXP50G20B 


SN5ZP055UK1 


► 50" HD lOSOp plasma TV With 600Hz 

► 2 X HDMl and USB connectivity 

► Razor Frame Design 


* 42" U2 Series Full HD Viera LCD TV 

► Dynamic Contrast 50,000:1 

► y real Pro 3 Engine 


► 50* VIERA NeoPDP Full HD Plasma TV 

► Freevlew HD / Freetal HD / Infinite Black 

► 600Hz Sub-field Drive /THX :1 ' Certified Display 

► Also available in 42 17 & 46" 


► Sonos® Zone Player ZPS5 High- 
Performance Wireless Music System 

► 5 Speakers Powered by 5 Dedicated Digital 
Amplifiers 


£CALL IN-STORE 


QUOTE REP HCC1S3 


£1499.( 


£CALL IN-STORE 


£1249.00 
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50PK350 




[PHILIPS 

42PFL9664H 


Ilford Showroom: 


543-549 High Road, Ilford , Essex IG1 ITZ 




rgblU 

efectricai superstore 


Open Monday to Saturday Sam - 5,30pm except Tuesday (closedi- Closed Bank Holiday Monday, 

Free customer car park at rear of store 
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-» Hardware highlights Panasonic Flagship 3D plasma tv and 3D Biu-ray 
piayer, plus aii-in-one BD cinema system SKY 1TB satellite PVR IMERGE Premium-grade home 
entertainment server SCREEN INNOVATIONS innovative 'Black Diamond’ projector screen 
PARADIGM 4.500W subwoofer GROUPTEST Freeview HD set-top boxes AND MUCH MORE! 



Ratings key 


— 

1 2 3 4 5 

IMM 

1#B4S 

1«34» 


Outstanding 
Above average 
Acceptable 
D isap poi nting 
Dire 




NAD has revamped its Masters Series 
components for the Blu-ray age. 

Run to d 58 for our in-depth review 


HCC DOESN’T BELIEVE IN OVER-PRAISING HARDWARE, CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR RATING SHOULDN’T BE CONSIDERED A BAD RESULT - IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT 
A PRODUCT PERFORMS ACCORDING TO ITS CATEGORY POSITION. A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 







50 PANASONIC TX-P50VT20/DMP-BDT300-»£2,000/£350 Approx 
www.panasonic.co.uk 



3D plasma TV 
and Blu-ray 
player 

H 

Panasonic s 
first foray into 
3D technology 


nv/cv 

Product 


Peers 
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3D plasma 
spec-tacular 

Can the extra dimension move plasma back into the 
home cinema spotlight? Steve May thinks so 


I n the land-grab that is the nascent 
3DTV market, it’s Panasonic above 
all other brands that appears to 
have the best credentials to stake 
a claim. Its groundbreaking behind- 
the-scenes development work on the 
multiview codec that enables Full HD 
3D is indisputable, and its vision for 
bringing a new generation of 3D to 
the home the most mature. This is 
the company that began talking 3D 
up first, and naiLed its supportive 
colours to the Avatar mast long 
before James Cameron's tree- 
hugging Na’vi took over the world. 

So the arrival of the first 3DTV and 
Blu-ray combination from the brand 
is, even the most vocal 3D cynics 
must agree, a significant event in the 
history of home cinema. So much 
so that I almost rolled out a red 
carpet to welcome the courier man 
delivering the TX-P50VT20 TV and 
DMP-BDT300 player 

The latter is the most feature- 
packed Blu-ray player from 
Panasonic yet, and compatibility 
with frame-sequential BD has 
resulted in some changes to the 
standard BD player con figuration. 
Obviously the twin HDMI output 
on the back is a key giveaway, 

Spex appeal: The 3D eyewear has 
a decidedly futuristic look 
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offering one-cable compatibility with 
non-HDMI vl.4 AVRs when it comes 
to lossless audio. But there are 
also changes beneath the hood, 
with a beefed-up UnIPhier 
chipset, and some high- 
quality audio components. 

The P50VT20 TV incorporates 
Panasonic's latest NeoPDP panel. 
This means it can run brighter than 
previous Panasonic plasmas, but 
has been reined in for better power 
efficiency. The curious upshot is 
that out of the box, the picture 
actually looks a little dim. Printed 
specifications indicate a contrast 
ratio that's off the scale, but in reality 
it looks much like other PDFs in the 
current Panasonic range. Which is 
to say jolLy good. 

As with previous Panasonic TVs, 
the GUI options are inconsistent, and 
navigating around menus is a bit like 
exploring an old dark house. Options 
come and go, depending what you 
happen to be doing/watching/ 
thinking/eating at the time. The main 
menus are utilitarian with no visual 
flourishes, but select the Viera TooL 
bar and you're into a more graphical 
environment. This bar gives you the 
option of selecting files from USB 
devices, changing the 3D mode or 
exploring networked content. 

Both the TV and Blu-ray player 
are DLNA compliant, but their 
performance is variable. Via the TV, I 
could playback a wide range of video 
files including DiVX, AVI and MKV, 
There's aLso JPEG and MP3 support. 
The sibling deck's networking talents 
are less comprehensive. The player 
could see most (not all) devices on 
my network. However, while I could 
drill down to fiLes, I couldn’t pLay 
much and got a terse ‘Cannot Play' 
message). This is because there is 
no audio support, and video playback 
is present principally to work with 
AVCHD recordings, JPEG pictures, 
though, can be viewed, 

A minor miracle 

The VT20 screen ships with two pairs 
of 3D eyewear These sync with the 
screen, which has two 1R emitter 
clusters in its bezel. The glasses look 
striking but are not particularly 
comfortable, and there are issues 
with the design. The Lenses stand 
away from the arms, supposedly to 
alLow prescription-spectacle wearers 
to double up. A consequence of 
this is that you can see your own 
reflection in the amber lenses, in 
anything other than a dark room 
a reflection of my own ears proved 
a curious distraction. 



The software situation 

As part of its 3D offering, Panasonic 
is bundLing two 3D BD titles, Ice Age 3 
and Coraline, with its 3DTV and BD 
player. The deal runs until 2011 and 
means that these titLes will not be 
available eLsewhere for retail until then. 

3D fans will have a Limited choice of 
titLes in the early days of the format, 
as Samsung has exclusive access for 
12 months to Monsters Vs Aliens on 3D 


Blu-ray, and has tied up rights 
to the 3D versions of 
the Shrek franchise. 
Panasonic's offering 
is only available if you 
buy the 3 DTV and 
the Blu-ray player in 
a bundle; buy separately 
and you don’t get 
the software. 


The TV supports frame- 
sequential (Blu-ray) 3D, Side-by- 
Side (Sky) and Top and Bottom 
3D techniques. I n a fully H DM I vl .4 
environment, the TV will auto detect 
the signal type and adjust 
accordingly. Like most of us I don’t 
have that Luxury at present. 

Initially I routed the HDMI video 
output of the DMP-BDT300 through 
an (Onkyo) AVR. However, the TV 
did not recognise the fact that I 
was playing a 3D Blu-ray disc, and 
couLd not be forced into a 3D mode 
(I couLd, however, manually select 
Side-by-Side, for a feed from Sky 
3D). Instead, I had to run an HDMI 
from the Panasonic deck direct to 
the TV. sidestepping the receiver. 
The deck’s secondary HDMI outputs 
came in handy here; lossless audio 
could still be fed to the AVR. 

I auditioned a variety of 3D 
sources on the screen. What limited 
3D Blu-ray material I have (a test 
disc with various footage) appeared 
sharp and smooth. One artefact 
often talked about when it comes 
to 3D delivery is crosstalk, which 
manifests itseLf as a sLight ghost 
around objects, but on this screen 
I noticed nothing significant. 

Sky’s 3D preview channel was 
revelatory. The sate aster uses a 
side-by-side ha If-re solution format, 
which might lead you to think image 
clarity is significantly less than 
3D Blu-ray. However, its Live sports 
coverage looked terrific, with 
exceLLent depth and detaiL. Crowd 
scenes during the various footy clips 
displayed superb delineation. 

One consequence of watching in 
3D is the havoc played with colour 
temperature and fidelity. There is no 
dedicated 3D viewing mode on the 
screen which effectively equalises 
the tint in the 3D spex. You can try 
to compensate but the simple fact 




3 D Settings 

r KSMSI 

3D Picture Display _ 

3D 


3D Picture Format 


Nothing fancy: Panasonic hasn't much changed 
the menu design of its AV products for years, 
and stiil favours a familiar boxy approach 
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HCC Test card 

HCCs test card (special 3D edition) has been designed to torture even the toughest screens,,. 



A Naturalistic red 

This NeoPDP offers slightly 
muted but believable reds 
and avoids the orangey tang 
common on LCD screens. 
Skin tones are good. 


B Great greys 

Not only does this screen 
have deep blacks, its 
excellent greyscale 
performance translates 
to good shadow detail 


C Crosstalk silenced 

Using bespoke 3D test 
patterns and evaluation discs 
the HCC Tech Labs declared 
this screen free of Tinging’ 

30 artefacts 


**» Tech Labs (TX-P50VT20) 

Power consumption: Watts 



In standby: Sunning 
our 1001 RE white 
screen, the 
TX-P50VT20 sucks 
3 90 W of juice 



Powered: Switching to 
test footage lowered 
the figure to a more 
respectable 260W 


TV Contrast: Ratio 

Claimed! 

Smiliion:! H 

^Actual 

62 , 000:1 



Colour accuracy 


Picture: Short of 

Panasonic’s'Infinite 
Black 1 figure, but our 
measurement of 
62,000:1 (in Normal 
mode) is a great 
real-world reading 


Presets: ISFccc 
manual tweaks are 
available to deliver 
6,50 OK. Among the CT 
presets, both Warm 
and THX achieve 
6,100 K 
Cool: 9,600 K 
Normal: 7,100 K 
Warm: 6,100 K 
TKX: 6,100 K 


Specifications 

TX-P5QVT20 

HDReady: yes Full HD,1080p/24 
3D: yes Active Shutter - Two pairs 
of Active Shutter spex included 
Tuner yes Free view HD, Freesat HD 
Component: yes one set 
HDMI ves4x HDMI vl,4 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Sound: 30w (2 x TOW + 10W 
woofer) 
Brightness (claimed): N/A 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 5:millfon to 1 
Dimensions (w/ostand): l,224(w) x 
771(h) x 90(d)mm 
Weight (w/o stand): 27.5kg 
Features: SD card slot with AVCHD 
support; 6Q0Hz Sub Field Drive 
with intelligent Frame Creation; 
high-effidency Neo POP panel; 
THX certification; Viera Link CEC; 
2 x USB for media playback; DLNA 
compliant (JPEG, MP3, DivX, 
MKV, AVI support); Viera Cast 
portal; 2x RGB Scart; Ethernet 
connection; Optional wireLess 
LAN dongle; video recording via 
an external hard drive 

DMP-BD7300 

3D: yes 

Upscaling: vesto]080p over HDMI 
Multiregion: no Region B BD/R2 DVD 
HDMI: yes 2 x v.14 
Component: yes one set 
Multichannel analogue: yes 7.1 
Digital audio: yes Optical and coaxial 
SACD/DVD-A: no 
Dolby True HD/DT5 HD decoding: yes/yes 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD bitstream: yes/yes 
Profile 2.0: yes 
Dimensions: 430(w) X 66(h) 
x 245(d)mm Weight 2.6kg 
Feature Optional Wi-Fi dongle; 
DLNA support; Viera Cast content 
portal; USB; Tube & Remaster 
audio processing 
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-►Tech Labs (DMP-BDT300) 



Power consumption: Watts 

200 300 


200 300 



Idling: Having 3D 
capability doesn’t 
make much difference 
to a BD deck’s power 
consumption 


lOD 400 

20 

5oa 

Playing: We measured 
a 5W increase when 
spinning a disc 


is these glasses kill whites and 
darken everything. However, the TV’s 
Dynamic preset, universally reviLed in 
all its guises on every brand of TV, is 
actually the best mode for watching 
3D material. Purists may well recoil 
in horror, but I found it gave images 
the nicest visual pop - 3D pictures 
are bright and vivid enough to bring 
pizzazz to what is not so much a 
cinephile experience as a fun one. 

Moving on from 3D, the VT20’s 
standard ‘flat’ picture performance 
is accomplished. Image quality from 
the three Freeview HD channels in 
particular is sparkling, with fabulous 
detailand texture. 

One foible of the brand has been 
an historical reluctance to offer 
extensive user-definable picture 
parameters on its TVs. This began to 
change in 2009, and here you get a 
fair amount of controL on offer. The 
screen can be configured for ISFccc 
Night & Day, and you can get into 
RGB management, play with gamma 
levels, etc. 


Cutting-edge: 

The DMP- 
BDT300 is the 
most advanced 
BD player yet 
from 
Panasonic 



Blu-rccy 


champ 


DMP-BDT300 is no slouch on the AV front 


Panasonic's first 3D BD player is very good indeed. 

As a 2D disc-spinner it’s as fine as any previous 
(award-winning) model from the brand, albeit 
with much improved loading times. 

Image quality is great, and the audio playback is 
interesting, too. The deck features an usual processing 
mode dubbed Tube Sound, which sets out to replicate 
the sonic characteristics of valve amplifiers, HCCs 
resident audiophile Alvin Gold was horrified by the 
concept, but it actuaLLy sounds rather good. There are 
three degrees of Tubeness, 1 of which the second is 
probably the most satisfying. We found it injected an 
eLement of analogue warmth into both pop and rock 
CDs, as well as bit-starved MP3 recordings. 


Black fidelity is very good, if not 
best-in-class, with some crushing 
of detail in those blacks near Super 
Black. Try and bring this shadow 
detail out and you'll see speckling 
white noise - that’s your warning that 
Brightness is set too high. 

Overscan oversight 

The VT20 is THX-certified; included 
in the menus is a well-judged preset 
optimised for movie playback. This 
mode aLso disables overscan and 
gives 1:1 pixel matching. Interestingly, 
the THX mode is disabled when 
3D content is detected. It becomes 
a True Cinema mode instead. 

In addition to our usual Tech Labs 
reference discs, I also used the High 
Resolution test disc produced by 
leading Japanese coding/authoring 
house Qtec for my evaluation. This 
conclusively confirmed that picture 
resolution from the P50VT20 is first 
class, with clear image delineation 
up to 1080 lines. Moving picture 
resolution traditionally causes a drop 
of clarity on LCD screens, but not on 
this PDP, Fine detail remains intact 
at a variety of scrolling speeds. 

Detail Is sharp and blur free. This 
makes the set great for both sports 
and action movies. 

Sound wise, the set brings back 
the bamboo drivers last seen on 
Panasonic TVs a coupLe of years 
ago. To be honest, i rate the audio 
performance as Little more than 
functional. There is no volume or 
body to the audio, and certainLy little 
in the way of stereo imaging. This is 
not so much a compLaint specific 
to Panasonic - alL of today’s 
thin-screens sound pretty weedy. 

Overall, this TV and Blu-ray player 
make a formidable 3D combination. 

In terms of three-dimensional depth, 
I’d argue they have an edge over 
the rival Samsung screen/BD 
combination reviewed in HCC #180 
More significantly, they can be 
considered great 2D performers, 
too. If you’re looking to future proof 
your home cinema, they're an 
essential audition 


Audio Jitter: Ps 

500 

250 750 

Q 196 11 
0 ™ 1000 

Sound: 

This analogue figure is 
very good, and in line 
with Panasonic’s other 
top-end BD deck, the 
DMP-BD85 


Video Jitter: Ns 

10 

5 15 

tl 4 

0 ^ 20 

Vision: This is 

a respectable video 
jitter result 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

13s 

Tray in to 
main SD menu 

■^■55s 

Disc loading & Java: 

This is the fastest 
we've recorded a 
Panasonic BDdeck to 
boot and load 



VERDICT 

Panasonic TX-P5QVT2G/ 
DMP-BDT300 
£2,OOQ/£350 Approx 

Highs; Both TV and player are 
outstanding 2D components in their 
own right; involving ultra-smooth 
3D experience 
Lows: The glasses need a design 
rethink; inconsistent user experience 
across the two products 
Performance: 0000© 
Design; QOGOO 
Features: OQGOQ 

Overall: OQQG0 
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Starscape * 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting * 

★ 

We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. 

Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, 
single colour or RGB with a range of 
controllers and power supplies. 

Custom made fibre optic harnesses to 
suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 

Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 




7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 2UD. 
info@starceiiing.co.uk Tel: {01289) 388399 Fax: 388507 

www.starceiling.co.uk 



Recycle your magazine and seven days later 
it could come back as your newspaper. 


www, recycienow. com 


recycle 

The possibilities ore endless. 


Teufel System 5 THX Select 2 


"IN A W0RD- 

SENSATI0NAL!"** 



TEUFEL SYSTEM 5 THX SELECT 2 


» The first surround set worldwide with the THX Select 2 certificate 

» Home cinema sound and music playback-taken to a new level 

» Front speakers with high tech flat diaphragms and a textile dome 
tweeter 

» Three-way dipole loudspeakers with additional woofer for authentic 
film enjoyment 

» Two subwoofers with 300 mm bass for a 105 dB sound pressure 
by 25 Hz (- 3 dB) = THX Select 2 licence 

‘ *Tr Listed Reviews, co m.og/zoos; Overall; 9/10 

Home Cinema Choice. 01/2010: 

"Absolutely brainsplitting dynamics". Overall: 4/5 



TEUFEL COLUMA 900 

» Satellites with a complex 2,5- 
way system, distributing a high- 
powered yet round sound. 

» Columns in an ultra-flat profile- 
only 8.3 cm deep 

» Extremely flat 250 watt 
subwoofer for excellent bass 
performance 

Trusted Reviews.cam, 06/2009: 

"Plenty of warmth and emotion". 

Overall; g/iO 


8-WEEK TEST LISTEN 

12 YEAR GUARANTEE 

ON ALL OUR LOUDSPEAKERS 


only£ 


1149 



CLICK: TEUFELAUDI 0 .COM 

FREECALL: 00800 200 300 40 


Teufel 



Ujoo ' 1 






















56 SKY+HD 1TB-*£280 Approx -> www.sky.co.uk 



Sky ups the limit 

The HD satellite broadcaster has bolstered its Sky+ range with a 1TB monster. 
Steve May goes on a recording frenzy 


T here are PVRs... and then 
there is the Sky+H D1TB box. 
This latest iteration of the UK’s 
most popular digital recorder is the 
fastest, slickest, biggest receiver yet 
from the UK satcaster. 

Somewhat like Lady Ga Ga, the 
attractiveness of the originaL Sky+HD 
receiver (and now the default unit 
for any new Sky+ subscriber), divided 
opinion. But there’s no debate about 
this new version: it's a beauty. 

Slightly smaller than the original, 
with an unusual pearlescent grey 
finish and understated cosmetics, 
this Amstrad-made box is a bit of 
a head-turner. 

Beneath the polished hood is 
a hulking 15 Terabyte hard drive. 

Be aware that 'only’ ITS of this 
is available for your personal 
recordings; the rest is partitioned off 
for Sky’s Push content service. Sky 


Anytime. It may have taken Anytime 
(ahem) time to develop into 
a worthwhile service, but it is 
now a great (DOG-Less) catch-all 
for key movie premieres and season 
openers/finales. So being able to 
store more content here can only 
be a good thing. 

The iconic Sky remote has also 
had a very sLight cosmetic upgrade 
which reflects the same steel-grey 
finish of the main unit. 

Backside connections are 
standard fare. There’s an HDM1 v!3 
output, digital optical audio, Scart 
for legacy connection, dish-friendly 
F-connectors, plus (inactive) e-5ATA, 
USB and Ethernet ports. There’s also 
a sleeping USB behind the front 
fascia flap. 

For the record, Sky’s PVR unit 
does the same stuff as before, 
including one-touch series recording. 


two tuners, and pausing and 
rewinding of Live TV. Those hoping 
for an additional third tuner 
(a la Virgin Media’s V-hHD unit) 
may be disappointed. 

No need to ration 

When it comes to ht-def, no other 
platform offers as much choice 
as Sky. At the Last count it boasted 
around 40 channels, with Sky News 
HD the newest attraction. As any 
long-standing Sky+HD user knows, 
the actual consequence of such 
high-resoLution richness was 
a need to ration what is recorded. 

HD programmes naturally consume 
more HDD space than SD, and 
like many users I quickly found 
myself waging a King Canute-like 
battle against disk space. This in 
turn meant I was skipping a lot of 
material 1 might otherwise have liked 


flV/CV 



The best 
equipped HD 
PVR currently 
available 

Virgin Media 
V+ cable PVR 
(160GB); 

BT Vision Plus 
(160GB) 
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to see, particularly from the 
numerous HD film channels. 

The upgrade in capacity 
offered by the new 1TB 
drive changes everything. 
Sudden Ly there's no pressing space 
constraint Whereas before I would 
make a judgement call if a show 
reaLLy needed to be time-shifted 
In high-definition, now! could always 
go for the best-quality option. With 
four times more memory than a 
regular box, you can hoard around 
240 hours of HD content. I suddenly 
found myself recording hs-def 
movies simply because i could, 
just to see how much I could budge 
the percentage space gauge. 

The freedom is dizzying. 

I suspect the space boost may 
also pay big dividends when Sky rolls 
out its PulL version of Anytime later 
this year (that's if it involves pulling 
content onto the hard drive rather 
than just streaming?). As it stands, 
the box can bag around 100 hours 
of on-demand HD, which means you 


HD EPG: 

Sky's HD 
receivers have 
a very different 
user interface 
than the 
standard Sky+ 
box 


may never have to watch any 
standard-def channels ever again. 

In practical terms, this 1TB box 
also seems faster than previous 
models. The EPG, which is cached 
on the drive, isn’t as laggy as on the 
original HD boxes. Navigation is crisp 
and responsive. I’ve had both the 
original Thomson box (it died) and 
a newer (component-less) variant, 
and this is the best of the lot. 

Image and sound quality is largely 
dependent on the broadcast source. 
QveraLl performance can be 
considered excellent, with the 
best-encoded channels looking 
astoundingly sharp. Curiously, the 
new box still refuses to output 
multichannel sound (Dolby Digital 
5.1) over HDMI - only stereo PCM 
is available. 

i still have some issues with the 
format of the high-def EPG interface 
- I can’t be alone in wanting an 
option to disable both the mini TV 
and accompanying audio (I’ve lost 
count of the number of times IVe 
inadvertently seen/heard the end of 
a show rm recording) - but general 
usability is undeniably better. 

Welcome upgrade 

QveralL, this is welcome upgrade to 
the originaL Sky+HD design, and the 
hard drive bump seems appropriate 
given the ever-increasing number of 
HD channels coming to the platform. 
For TV and home cinema addicts, this 
1TB treat is well worth the premium 


- Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 


200 300 

ma j, ioq 

IS 

500 

Standby: This is 

a high figure for a 
product in Standhy 
- the box must be 
doing something... 


200 300 

100 400 

_ 20 

□ ^ 5ao 

On: Switching the box 
on doesn't make much 
difference to its overall 
power consumption 


Specifications 

HDD/PVR; vslTB (plus 500GBfor 
Anytime Push service) 
DVB tuner; m Twi n Sky H D satellite 
tuners 
HDMI: yes 
Component output; no 
Phono output: no 
Digital audio output; yes coaxial and 
opticaL 

Dimensions: 351 (w) x 265(d) 
x73(h)mm 
Weight; 4.1kg 
Also featuring: Seven-day EPG with 
Mini TV; one touch recording; series 
Linking; Sky Anytime Push VOD; Sky+- 
functionality; RF loopthrough; 
e-SATA, USB,& Ethernet (all 
currently inactive); RS-232; Scarf 



HCC VERDICT 


Sky+HD 1TB 
From £250 Approx, plus subs/ 
installation 

Highs: Huge recording capacity; fast 
responsive EPG; design; HD video 
performance 
Lows: No Dolby Digital 5.1 over HDMI; 
no audio disable on the EPG 

Performance: oooo© 
Design: OOQOO 
Features: OOOGO 

Overall: 06003 
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58 NAD M56/M15HD/M25-»£8,500 Approx -» http://nadelectronics.com 


NAD’s masterplan 
embraces HD 


Richard Stevenson reacquaints himself with the flagship range 
of a high-end AV stalwart 


m 



^ nj 

opoacioo 1 flk j 

if 


|| 


Y ou can only Love or Loathe the 
wall of buff metal-work that 
is the fuLl-fat NAD Masters 
Series home cinema system. As a 
high-end range of components the 
design is every bit as funky, industriaL 
and quirky as the near £9,000 price 
ticket suggests, aLbeit cosmetically 
almost identical to the original 
Masters Series setup reviewed and 
raved about by HCC around three 
years ago. 

What has changed is the 
technology on the inside. Okay, 
the M25 power amplifier is the same 
potent, class AB, fun-loving seven- 
channel beast but the source and 
processor are much advanced on 
the old modeLs. 

The M56 is a fully Wi-Fi enabled 
Blu-ray player, meaning that even 
if you can't run a network cable to 
your AV room, you can still access 
BD-Live content and firmware 
updates over your wireless network, 

It claims to offer super-fast disc- 
loading, and the usuaL1080p24 
output, 1080p upscaling of DVDs 
and on-board decoding and 192kHz 
DACs for DoLby True HD and DTS-HD. 
It handles DivX HD discs without 
a wobble and the internals look 
like an exercise in heavy-duty 
engineering. Under the lid it is all 
heavy-weight RGBs and chunky great 
components with a serious look 
about them, indicating copious 
R&D investment in the audio and 
video performance department. 

It does indeed spin up a disc 
in next to no time (our Tech Labs 
recorded an impressive 47-second 


Loading time), which is something 
to appreciate if your current BD 
spinner needs a week’s notice before 
rolLing the credits. SLightly annoyingLy, 
the drawer doesn’t allow the disc to 
clear the fascia completely resuming 
in a few platter-flipping incidents 
before I got the hang of easing them 
out forwards. That’s only a minor 
gripe, though. 

In terms of menus, the M56 is 
a world removed from the stoic 
text-heavy menus of NAD’s previous 
M55 DVD/universal player. It is a stick 
full-colour graphic user interface 
that sees off much of its mainstream 
competitors with an appLaudable 
combination of cosmetic charm 
and simple usability. Even the 
Wi-Fi network setup is a dream, 
and didn’t require any of the usual 
repositioning, continuously re¬ 
locating the network, DNS protocol 
problems (whatever the hell they 
are,,,) or hardcore swearing and 
reverting to a wired connection, 

A USB port on the front of the 
M56 accepts the usual range of 
multimedia formats and doubles 
as additional BD-Live storage should 
the internal memory run out of 
space (and assuming someone ever 
creates some worthwhile BD-Live 
content...). Finishing touches incLude 
a vivid blue display (dimmable, of 
course) and a chunky aluminium- 
topped remote control. ALL of the 
constituent features and parts of the 
M56 add up to a cracking package, 
but the pudding wasn’t quite the 
proof it should have been. More of 
which later. 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning: 


system package 


Arcam AV888/ 
PUT, 

Onkyo 

PR-SC55Q7/ 

PA-MC5500/ 

BD-SP807 


M is for modular 

Virtually the only thing that the 
originaL M15 and the new M15HD 
have in common is their pecuLiar 
visual charm, I like it. but in the same 
way I always found Carol Vorderman 
quite fanciable. 

The M15FID is a radical new 
design whose biggest selling point 
for anyone fed up with the increasing 
cost of chasing the latest technology 
(cue plenty of HCC readers nodding 
in agreement.,.) is its completely 
modular design. Very much Like 
a high-end PC, almost every major 
moduLe is board-mounted with 
a connection paneL that projects 
through the rear panel of the player. 

At the time of writing there are 
no Masters Series upgrade moduLes 
available, but the concept is already 
in full flow with NAD’s step-down 
T-series AV receivers, with available 
audio and video moduLes allowing 
buyers to spec different Levels of 
HDMI connectivity, Audyssey 
processing/setup, different 
DSP speeds, etc. 

But the advantage of NAD’s 
modular concept goes further, by 
offering a degree of future-proofing. 
Theoretically, when the 
next big DTS/Dolby format 
comes along, you’ll be able 
to just upgrade to a new 
audio board. Really need the 
bandwidth and Ethernet channel 
of HDMI vl.4 for 3D? Then simply 
spec a new video board rather than 
buy a whole new processor. 

While I am sworn to secrecy on 
what modules are in the pipeline. 
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Backside story: 

The connective 
options on the 
M15HD 
processor 
(middle) are 
extensive, 
though 
balanced XLR 
jacks are 
absent 


expect boards with greater HDMf 
inputs/outputs, home automation 
boards integrating Control 4 protocol, 
and a board that offers bi-directionai 
multimedia streaming over Wi-Fi. 
Ooops, i might have let a cat out 
of the bag there. 

And it is not only the modular 
design that sets the M15HD apart 
from its forebear. This beast has 
four times the processing power 
of the original, including the very 
latest 32bit fLoating point DSPs 
and 128x oversampling ADCs for 
analogue audio inputs. Then 
there's Sigma’s VXP video 
engine, an absolute peach 
of a piece of electronics, 

derived from the pro-broadcast 
world and capable of handling 
HD formats up to 2048 x 2048 
resolution. While that is never going 
to be a domestic standard, 1080p 
should be a walk in the park. 

The VXP engine’s output feeds 
a suite of ultra-high-speed DSPs, 
meaning a video Latency of less 
than 20ms even at 1080p/60Hz 
and full-bore cinematic action. 

The oLd Ml 5 was a bit short 
on features compared to the 
competition at the time, but the 
designers of the M15HD have dearly 
been shopping. Three independent 
zones, masses of Cl features and an 
RS232 interface, PC-programmable 
remote control, a much slicker GUI, 
iPod dock connection, second 
remote and enough hard-core 
audiophile components to keep 
music lovers happy. There isn’t quite 
the depth of video tweakery available 
with, say Denon’s AVP-A1UD, nor any 
THX certification, USB compatibility 
or Audyssey DSX/Dolby Pro-Logic llz 
shenanigans, but it’s otherwise 
right up there with the features-test 
alternatives. Blimey - and from 
NAD, tool 

The old M15 won many admirers 
and a lot of international awards 
for its flexibility and all round sonic 
virtues, including an HCC Reference 
Status badge, A Lot of those 
accolades were derived from 
NAD's philosophy of simplicity, 
performance and value, the oLd M15 
being just £2,000 in its day. So, with 
many more features, bristling with 
cutting-edge modular design and 
offering some high-end third party 
components, can the M15HD be as 
impressive now its price has soared 
to £4,000? 

M is for monstrous 

Moving away from all that serious 
DSP and digital wizardry for a dose of 


Brunei scale engineering, let’s take 
another look at the M25 seven- 
channel power amplifier, it is a 
staunchly old-school analogue 
amplifier with a traditional mix 
of whopping great power supplies, 
capacitors that could store the 
average lightning strike and chunky 
copper bus bars you couLd run a 
passenger mono-rail on. It still 
weighs 44Kg. it’s still the size of 
most Krells, still has hawser-sized 
speaker binding posts, and still 
offers a soLid 160W per channel. 

I fell in Love with this beast a few 
years back, bordering on seLling 
the then current amps to fund 
two M25s to bi-amp my speaker 
system. The problem was that it 
just lacked balanced XLR inputs... 
and still does. 

One interesting facet of the 
M25’s design is what NAD terms 
Powerdrive. This circuit engages 
a second high-voltage rail that nearly 
doubles the continuous power 
on a short-term dynamic basis 
for huge peaks. It was this dynamic 
aplomb, along with a penchant 
for an energetic and up-front 
presentation, that made the M25 
thoroughly addictive with pretty 
much any sci-fi/action/adventure 
blockbuster ever made. 

For those of a J nervous about 
my expensive Loudspeakers’ 
disposition, the M25 aLso offers 
a switchable soft clipping feature. 

If you are completely barking mad 
and/or stone deaf and want to drive 
the M25 to its limits, this feature 
offers gentle ‘peak’ clipping rather 
than full-scale distortion. Given 
the M25s power and current 
reserves, you would probably be 
picking bits of speaker driver out of 
the sofa first. As I cautioned Last time 
I reviewed the M25, if you see the 
soft clipping light illuminate, seek 
urgent medical attention, 

M is for mature 

The previous Masters Series setup 
was a strap-yourself-in-for-a-ride 
winner from the very first disc. 

Big, bold and brazen-sounding, 
if lacking in subtLety as a whole. 

The new M56, M15HD, M25 setup 
loses Little in raw drive and energy 
but adds a layer of class and 
refinement to elevate the system 
into the next league. It has masses 
of energy - cranking up the volume 
with Michael Jackson’s This is It 
Blu-ray is still likely to see even 
elderly relatives moon-waLking 
across the room and grabbing their 
crotch - but the difference now is 


-> Specifications 

Ml5 HD processor 

Dolby True HD: yes 
DTS HD Master Audio: res 
THX: no Badge-hunters look 
elsewhere 
Multichannel pre-out: yes 7.1 phono 
Multichannel input: yes 7.1 phono 
Multi room: vrs main plus 2 zones 
AV inputs: yes 4 x 5-video, 4 x phono 
audio, 8 x digital audio (4 x 
coaxial, 4 x optical) 
H DM I input/output: vfs4-in, 1-out 
Video upscaling: vrctolOSOp 
Component: yes 3-in, l-out 
Dimensions: 435{w) x 145(h) x 
385(d)mm 
Weight :22kg 
Features (with modules as tested): 
Modular design; Audyssey MultEQ 
XT; MultEQ Pro; 4 x 12V triggers; 
Ethernet; RS232 port; Silicon VXP 
processor; MPdata port; PC 
programmable remote; second 
zone remote; 192kHz LPCM 
output 

M25 power amp 
Power:7xl60W 
Inputs 7 x analogue phono 
Dimensions: 435(w) x 215(h) x 
495(d)mm Weight 43.7kg 
Features 160W x7 with Powerdrive 
high-voltage power rafLs to 
increase peak power; mixed metal 
materials for chassis and case; 
Holmgren transformer; seven 
discrete mono amplifiers; 
switchable NAD soft clipping 
feature; 12 V trigger. 

MSB Blu-ray player 
Upscaling: res All resolutions up to 
1080p24 

Multi region: wo Region 8 Blu-ray and 
R2 DVD 
HDMLvh Version 1.3 

Component; vesl output 
Multichannel analogue: yes 7.1 phono 
outputs 

Digital audio: vrs Optical and coaxial 
outputs 

SACD/DVD-A: no/no Neither 
supported 

Dolby True HD/DTS HD decoding: yes/yes 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD bitstream: yes/yes 
Profile 2,0: yes BD-Live 
Dimensions 435{w) x 114(h) x 
272(d)mm 
Weigh' 14kg 
Feature Built-in Wi-Fi, Ethernet 
port; USB 2.0; DivX HD, JPEG, MP3 
playback; super fast disc loading 


that they would be wearing a white 
glove and leather trousers, too. 

It’s all in the detail. 

The previous system found 
adrenaline at the slightly ragged 
edge of perfection, sacrificing finer 
details for plenty of character 
and a party disposition. The Masters 
Series has grown up now, replacing 
a bit of its wild-eyed youthful 
exuberance with an altogether 
more civilised sound. Dialogue is 
laid slightly further back in the mix 
but never shouts at you, effects 
are rich and textured as opposed 


JULY 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 




62 REVIEWS 



Heavy metal; 

The M25 
amplifier 
(bottom) 
weighs an 
impressive 
43,7kg 


to simply crushing, and the overall 
balance is a little darker and 
more sophisticated. 

As the M25 is the same beast, the 
sonic differences are largely down 
to the M15HD processor and its new 
high-end components. This justifies 
the financial jump from old to new 
with ease. 

As for the picture, semi static 
scenes and cut-shot pictures have 
all the depth, colour and raw 
contrast one has come to expect 
from top-flight Blu-ray players. 

It is a little shy of the range-topping 
Denon and Pioneer decks in terms 
of absolute image parameters but 
it gets very close for around half the 
price of those machines. A run- 
through of Pixar's Up on Blu-ray 
(rapidly becoming one of my 
favoured test discs) provided a 
veritable cornucopia of colour and 
shading, with Carl’s facial detailing 
and expressions making the 
poignant parts of the film all the 
more heart-rending. Meanwhile, the 
shaggy fur on Dug the dog’s coat was 
rendered rich and Lifelike, and the 
interior of Munt's airship was suitably 
Victorian and moodily-lit with plenty 
of texture on the waLis and floor. 

However, the M56 is not all roses. 
In my opinion, its motion-processing 
is well below the upper echelons 
of the Blu-ray spinning elite. 

Big, complex pans lack the silky 
smoothness of the very best players 
and even the scrolling credits at 
the end could be a little more Liquid 
and less jarring. Having swapped 
cabLes, processors, pLayers and even 
video displays to assess where the 
issue lie, the root cause fell firmly 


at the feet of the M56, The motion¬ 
processing is about on par with 
the PS3 playing a BLu-ray, which, 
while not unwatchable, isn’t 
anywhere near what I would expect 
for a £2,000 machine. 

Thankfully the audio dynamite 
of the M15HD/M25 pairing more than 
makes amends for minor picture 
issues, and a whoLe evening 
feature-film fest of The Matrix 
followed by The Fifth Element 
fo l Lowed by Serenity got two 
thumbs up. The oomph and 
dynamic power of the M25 
works perfectly with the 
poise and detail of the 
M15HD, offering excellent 
emotional involvement at Low-leveL 
Listening, and an epic visceraL 
experience at higher volumes. 

The taxi-chase scene at the 
beginning of The Fifth Element is 
fast-paced and furious with huge 
bass and a thumping Brazilian 
rhythm. You can't heLp but get 
lost in the thrill ride, with subtle 
effects etched into the mix. The 
detritus cLattering around the inside 
of the cab is understated and oft 
drowned out by the cab’s engines 
and music beat, but the Masters 
Series makes sure you can hear 
every click, pop and scrape. 

M is for Mmmmmm 

So, NAD's new Masters Series trio 
generally stands up extremely 
well for its £8,600 asking price, and 
the build quality fights on a higher 
Level still - note that the amp and 
processor are almost twice as heavy 
as Onkyo’s top-end equivalents and 
the M56 is some five times the mass 
of Onkyo’s BD-5P807 player. 

The MISHD’s moduLar design 
could aLso offer a Lower-cost 
upgrade route into the future 
of home cinema, and the overall 
package has a refinement that 
was a Little lacking in previous 
incarnations. The Ml5HD polishes 
the originaLdiamond’s roughness 
without losing too much of its 
inherent audio sparkle - the system 
is stiLL a beast when it comes to 
dynamic aplomb and sheer audio 
thrills. Sadly the M56’s motion¬ 
processing Lets the side down 
and stops me unreservedly 
recommending the whole trio, 
although the rest of this player’s 
picture parameters were top-notch 
NAD’s heavyweight amp and slick 
processor, however, can easily be 
considered Best Buy products - run, 
don’t walk, to your local NAD dealer 
today and get yourself an audition 


Power consumption: Watts 

NADM1SHD/M25 


2DQ _ 3DD 



Idling; Our advice is 
not to leave this combo 
switched on overnight 



Powered: In a-channel 
mode, consumption 
gives an Idea of the 
meat of this beast 


Power ratings: Watts (80,0.1% THD) 


150 



2-channel Qii: 

This twonihanneL 
performance is over the 
manufacturer’s own 
spec by some degree 


M25 


ISO 



5-channel 80; 

It’s a similar situation 
with five channels 
driven 


Untainted: Watts 

MAh MSS 



1?8W 


Fidelity firewall: 

Our measurement of 
165W(8Q, 0.01% THD) 
is highly commendable 


Signal/noise: dB 

M15HD/M25 

2GHz 

|93dB 

Ik Hz 

1 95dB 

20kHz 

^Q5dB 

5/N tests: 

Excellent noise 
measurements across 
the board 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


1,000 



Analogue: 

This jitter figure is 
somewhat higher than 
we'd expected,butnot 
a notable problem 


Loading: Boot/Java 

M56 

Soot speeds 
tray eject 

■ 


Tray In to 
main BD menu 



Disc loading & Java: 

Make no mistake, this is 
one of the quickest BD 
decks we've ever tested 


HOC VERDICT 

NAD M15HD/M25/M56 
£8,600 Approx 
Highs: Innovative modular design; 

fantastic audio performance; 
heavyweight build; Wi-Fi BD Link 
Lows: Average Blu-ray motion 
processing; no balanced XLR inputs 
or height/width processing 
Performance: 0 © 0©0 
Design: 0060© 
Features: Q0OO0 

Overall: OG6G0 
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•YAMAHA 


A new generation of Yamaha AV Receivers: 

Hear the bigger picture 


In short, it's exactly what you'd expect from a state-of-the art, quality AV 
Receiver made by a world-leading manufacturer. 

But the re‘s one feature you'd never dare expect in such a highly specified unit 
And that's the price. The brand new Yamaha RX-V367 costs just £200 or less. 

Popcorn anyone? 


Discover more at uk.yamaha.com 


From a company that consistently achieves 5-star ratings and rave reviews for its AV Receivers and, indeed, 

Hi-Fi equipment, you’d expect their latest home cinema range to tick a lot of boxes. And you'd be right. 

The new, 3D-Ready* RX-V367 features 103Qp-eompatible HDMI, YPAO sound optimisation and Yamaha's 

unique Cinema DSP. Rich, powerful Yamaha sound, courtesy of 
five channels each rated at 100W RMS and 192 kHz/24-bit Burr Brown 
DACs on all channels. 


a\/*hi-Fi 


4 HDMI 1.4- 3D feature will be available via firmware update 


cinema* 


by mus/'c 







64 MS1-HD-* From £8,000 Approx -> www.imerge.co.uk 



High-end home media servers can change how we enjoy video and music. 
Steve May takes a step upmarket to sample the class-leading MS1-HD 


T he MS1-HD represents the 
current pinnacle of the media 
server market. Its intended as a 
direct challenger to the Kaleidescape 
system which has been a consistent 
hit with custom installs, trumping it 
with extra features and functionality 
including the ability to rip Biu-rays, 
The system is (initially) a two-box 
proposition. Content is stored on the 
XiVASafe hard drive array. You can 
choose how much storage and 
protection you want. Options 
typically vary from 3TB to 12TB, 
although it is infinitely scalable. 

Note that the XiVASafe unit is usually 
hidden away in a rack in a boot room, 
not in your viewing space. 


The MS1-HD can't be used with 
an inexpensive off-the-shelf NAS, 
although it wilL run from an external 
eSATA drive. One obvious 
consequence of this is that you are 
locked into the imerge storage 
ecosphere, which has a somewhat 
rarefied atmosphere. The company 
would argue that a soLid benefit is 
that it's the equivalent of placing your 
content under rigorous protection. 
The MS1-HD is what sits in your 
living room. It’s relatively large, 
sounds like a well-behaved PC and 
has a slot-loading drive tor ripping 
media. At its simplest, this hooks up 
to your AV system via HDMI and talks 
to the XiVASafe over Ethernet, 


AV/CV 



Kaleidescape 
system; OF 
Solutions BASE 
media server 


You can then add additional smaller 
client boxes in other networked 
Locations. Seven simultaneous 
streams are currently supported from 
the XiVASafe. 

The unit ships with a standard 
remote, although I suspect many 
would prefer to control their systems 
via tPhone/iPod Touch, An Imerge 
Controller app is available from the 
iTunes store. 

Not just another jukebox 

The joy of the MSI-HD is its interface. 
The gorgeous hi-res cover-art grid for 
music and movies is seductive and 
very intuitive to use. It's similar to 
what you would see using YAMJ (Yet 
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-+ Specifications 

Connections: HDMI vl2; component; 

optical digitaL output; coaxial 
digital output; eSATA port; Gigabit 
Ethernet; R5232 serial port 
(XiVA-Unk control protocol); 
composite AV/S-video output 
Features: Integrated CD, DVD, 
Blu-ray ripper (additional 
software required for the latter); 
Wo If son Delta-Sigma 24bit DACs 
Video file support: DVD Video (VOB), 
Blu-ray (.150) 
Audio file support: WAV MP3; A AC; 

WMA (non-DRM); 
CD (from drive) 
Dimensions; 

430 (w) x 98(H) x 326{d)mm 
Weight: 10,6kg 
Available configurations: 2TB eSATA; 
XS2I 2TB; XiVASafe XS61 6TB; 
XiVASafe XS12i 12TB - iSCSI RAID 
6 dual re dundancy/eSATA RAID 1 
mirrored; dual redundant 
power supplies 


Another Music Jukebox) but with 
much more polish. This interface 
sits on top of the standard 
Imerge admin Ui, which 
I suspect you’ll use a lot, 
editing details of your 
media Thankfully, it's 
fast and easy 

At the heart of the ripping process 
is the unit’s ability to sort metadata 
and grab cover art. For greater 
reliability, the MS1-HD integrates 
three metadata sources. It’ll scour 
GD3, A MG and Gracenote databases 
for info and art; there’s also a unique 
upload tool, which allows individual 
users to upload details of obscure 
discs to a special lmerge-GD3 
database themselves. 

To challenge the ability of the 
M51-HD to correctly identify ripped 
video media, I Loaded 20 discs 
(DVD and BD) from my collection 
at random. Only around half were 
correctly tagged. This may say more 
about my own collection than the 
MS1-HD, though. 

There’s something satisfying 
about ripping discs. Once you’ve 
moved your favourites to a server, 
you’lL start to search nooks and 
crannies for other discs long 
forgotten. And once you’ve got your 
stuff online, it’s easier to browse. This 



Out of sight: 

The XiVASafe 
would typically 
be stored in 
an AV rack in a 
boot room 


is the case with both music and 
video. Pawing through sheLves of CDs 
is a time-consuming solo chore, 
whereas viewing the same number 
of discs via a gaLLery on a TV takes 
a fraction of the time and is more 
of a social experience. 

The MS1-HD alLows you to rip 
a CD in a variety of compression 
modes and formats (MP3 up to 
320kbps, WAV, or WMA up to 
128kbps). Once ripped, albums or 
tracks can be played individually or 
put into a Play Queue. You can also 
access your music collection via 
iTunes, making transfer to iPod 
relatively straightforward. 

Video discs aren’t compressed 
duri ng the process. What you get is an 
ISO copy, complete with menus and 
extras. The value of video on a server 
is slightly different from CD, in that it’s 
less Likely to get repeated play There 
are perennial favourites when it 
comes to movies, but for the most 
part, films appear on a server and 
stay there until everyone is done with 


them. Yet I still have discs 
sitting on shelves in shrink-wrap years 
after buying them, and ripping these 
is Like releasing friends from captivity. 

Once backed-up, video content 
can be displayed by title, genre, 
director or year. 

The msi-hd is the first unit 
for the dedicated server 
market that will also rip 
Bill-rays. It can't do this out of the 
box, although your dealer will be able 
to enabLe this. Within AACS copyright 
controL protocols, there is a provision 
for moving content onto a home 
server. Called Managed Copy, it 
authorises disc owners to download 
HD file copies for personal use. This 
has yet to be implemented by either 
HoLlywood or the major CE 
companies. The fudge employed 
here is an effective workaround. 

The size of the average BD disc 
means that the ripping process is 
longer, around two hours, and there’s 
a significant penalty on storage 
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Intuitive: 

The cover art 
gallery and 
XiVA Store are 
simple to use 


space. With a 12TB Xi VASafe, you can 
stitt onLy store around 300 Blu-rays. 
This compares to 1,800 DVDs. 

As with DVDs, pick the cover art 
from the gallery and the title loads 
and plays. It’s just as if the pLatter 
was there, with caveats. Firstly, 
BD-Live doesn't function. More 
significantly, the MS1-HD can’t 
bitstream out high-res DT5 HD MA 
or Dolby TrueHD audio tracks. You’ll 
get DT5 or DD 5.1 instead. Neither can 
the MS1-HD internalLy decode HD 
audio to multichannel PCM. 

I merge's Head of Future products, 
David Reynaga, tells me that Later 
this year a new client for the MS-1 HD 
will be launched which will resolve 
this. Smaller, quieter, and able to 
bitstream HD audio, it will join the 
MSI family and create new system 
configurations. Moving the main 
MSI-HD out of the viewing room En 
favour of a new, silent client strikes 
me as no bad thing. 

As you might imagine, YOU Can 

pull music from the ripped 
music folder to other 

devices, although you can’t move 
other music files into it. These have 
to be accessed via an Import folder* 
The ripped video folder, however, 
is inaccessible. 

As I continued to use the MS1-HD, 

I began to long for more functionality. 
Not because it’s lacking as it is, but 
because I wanted more reasons to 
stay within its walled garden. I have 
a Large coLLection of video files in a 
variety of formats (MKVs, AVI, DiVX 
etc) and it would be terrific to 
integrate these within the graphical 
environment of the server. Using .nfo 
files and standardised naming 
structures, it should be possibLe to 
identify and tag all sorts of errant 
video content. As it stands, I need to 
use another device to access these. 


rd also Like to see a 
visualiser when playing 
music. The MS-1 HD has 
the high-res chops to 
do it, so why not? 


What’s in Store? 

Intriguingly, unlike other server 
products, the MS1-HD has aspirations 
to become a general entertainment 
hub for the home. Movi ng beyond a 
role as mere content repository, it's 
the first device to provide access to 
the new XiVA Music Store. 

From within the MSl’s GUI, you 
can enter this digital download outlet 
and browse for artists and albums. 
Produced in conjunction with 7digital, 
the media distribution company 
part-owned by HMV, the store offers 
around S.SmilLion tracks in DRM-free 
320kbps MP3 format. The user 
interface is peerless, cleverly using 
metadata to encourage you to branch 
from one artist/genre to another. 

Tracks can be previewed at 
192kbps as you go; these Last 
between 30 to 50 seconds. The cost 
of music downloads is quite high 
(typicaLly around £8 for an album). 
Personally, I’d like to see a subs 
scheme, either based around B&W's 
Society of Sound download business 
model or a streaming option, thrown 
into the mix. 

There’s little doubt that I merge’s 
MS1-HD lives up to its billing as 
'The world’s most advanced home 
entertainment server/ It's brilliant fun 
to use, regardless of your geek-creds, 

1 don’t think it’s the finished article 
yet but maybe products Like this 
are always a work En progress. Its 
limitations with 81 u-ray playback 
will probably have enthusiasts 
hankering for more able clients to 
be introduced, and I suspect there 
are more embellishments coming 
from Imerge's crack squad of coders. 
That said, I’m fairly confident that 
we can officially announce that 
the high-end entertainment server 
market has a new king 



Metadata on test: 

With GD3, AMG and Gracennte metadata 
sources most music and video ripped to the MSP 
HD should he correctly identified, with cover art 
and information applied to the file. At least 
that’s the claim. To (rather unfairly) test this, a 
random assortment of (slightly obscure) discs 
was Loaded onto the system. Only half were 
correctly identified immediately. The majority of 
those Left could be identified with a manual 
search, but some titles remained anonymous. 

Titles ripped and recognised automatically: 

Big Man Japan; Driller Killer, The Wolf Man 
(1941); The Rocker, Samurai Gun ; Strktfy Come 
Dancing : The Live Tour, Shogun’s Samurai, 
Planet Hulk: Kill Bill: Iron Malden Visions of the 
Beast: Gunslinger Girt (An ime); Journey to the 
Centre of the Earth (obscure 1977 Spanish 
version starring Kenneth More’) 

Titles identified after manual search: 

A Bittersweet Life: Death Note - Relight (anime); 
Tokko: Volume One (anime); True Blood: Season 
2: Wonder Woman (animated); Killzone SPL 
(HKactioner);SfchSiap 

Titles not recognised: Bruno (box-office hit 
starring Sacha Baron Cohen); Mar. Vdume 4 
(anime); Blood the Last Vampire: Queen Greatest 
Rix ; Nicotine Live (unknown Japanese punk 
band!); Tarka the Offer (classic British weepie) 


h Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 


200 300 

100 400 

mm 43 . 

0 ^ 500 

Idling: This figure 
(which is the same for 
network playback) is 
rather high. Switch to 
the ZW standby mode 
when it's not in use 


200 300 

100 400 

* 47 f 

0 ^ 500 

Play ing/disc-rip ping: 

This calls into 
effect the unit's 
CD/DVD drive. 
The 4W increase 
teas expected 



HC VERDICT 

Emerge MS1-HD 
From £8,000 Approx 

Highs: High-res cover art interface; 
usability; reliability; XiVA store; 
multi disc-format ripping 
Lows: Limitations with Blu-ray 
playback; inaccessible video foLder; 

somewhat noisy 

Performance; ?OO0 
Design: ©OOOO 
Features; OOGOO 

Overall: OQ6G0 
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Panasonic 



THE FUTURE OF HOME ENTERTAINMENT! 


7 tM 


■ 

Download your copy from www.homecimeachci 


Your first 3D home cinema! 

Everything you need to know before you buy 


Why Panasonic's 
Viera VT203DTV 
Is the world's 
most advanced 
TV yet 


3D REVOLUTION 

THE MOVIES! THE FACTS! THE FUN! 






PROMOTION 

ONCE YOU' VE 
READ ABOUT 
3D, WHY NOT 
GO AND SEE IT? 


Sill* 


The Panasonic Store network 
has launched a Full HD 3D 
Roadshow across the UK, 
meaning you can experience the 
new 3D technology at first hand. 
Running until the middle of July, 
the roadshow will take place 
simultaneously in six regions 
to bring Panasonic’s state-of- 
the-art Full HD 3D theatre pod 
(pictured) to a shopping centre 
near you. Pop along to get 
a taste of the 3D content that 
is available, and enjoy expert 
buying advice from your local 
Panasonic Store. 


Soto 


www.panasonic.co.uk/3D 


to find your nearest venue 


HtLVSlVf TO 

Panasonic 

STO H E 


D3D 

i t guide 





















68 ELGATO EYETV METSTREAM DTT -♦ £230 Approx + www.elgato.com 


TV tuner goes wireless 

Jim Hill discovers a neat device that turns PCs into TVs without cables 



Specifications 

Tuners: 2 x DVB-T 
HD Ready: Not fn UK, DVB-T1 
regions onLy 
Software: EyeTV 3 {Mac),THC for 
Media Center (PC) 
System requirements: Intel CPU, OS X 
10,5,8 or later (Mac) or 268 Intel 
CPU Windows 7 (PC) 
Connections: Terrestrial aerial input; 

Ethernet 
Dimensions: 119(w) x 119(d) 
x 23(h)mm 
Weight: 2,62kg 


- Tech Labs 

Power consumption; Watts 



In standhy: 

The Elgato eats less 
than 1W in stand by 
mode 



Powered: 

This is a harmless 
figure, but remember 
you'll be running your 
PC/Mac, too 


flV/CV 

Product: 


Wireless digital 
TV tuner for 
Mac or PC 


'osition: 


The top product 
in Elgato’s TV 
tuner stable 

Elgato EyeTV 
DTT Deluxe; 
Pinnacle PCTV 
HD Mini Stick; 
HDHomeRun 
Network Digital 
TV Tuner 


A pplefanboysaLready Love 
Elgato‘s subLime USB TV 
adapters that turn Macs into 
powerful hard drive-packing TVs, 
but this Windows-compatible tuner 
takes a big step forward. Connecting 
directly with your aerial and wireLess 
router, it sends crisp Freeview images 
to all the computers on your network. 

This simple-looking box contains 
two DVB-T tuners and has 
connections for a terrestrial aerial 
and network cable. The hard work is 
done by your computer’s processor, 
while the buffering and recording is 
all dumped on its hard drive. All you 
see is the superb EyeTV software 
interface (Mac) orTerraTec's Home 
Cinema software or Windows Media 
Center (PC). 

It’s all about convenience, so 
setup is just a case of plugging in the 
terrestrial aerial and network cable, 
loading the software, and logging 
your computer on. An unobtrusive 
control panel will pop up alongside 
your video wi ndow, which can, of 
course, fill the whole screen. 

With two tuners you can record 
two shows at once, or two users can 
log in and surf channels. EyeTV and 
TerraTec Home Cinema both rely on 
an (included) tvtv subscription to fill 


the 14-day EPG with data. Windows 
Media Center gets more basic info 
from elsewhere. Features like series 
linking require the tvtv subscription, 
but basic EPG info is available even 
after your subscription has run out. 
Recordingscanthenbe easily 
exported into Toast or its PC 
equivalent for burning onto disc, 
or converted for watching on a PSP, 
iPod, or Apple TV, 

Wireless hookup was 

solid: with a reasonably up-to-date 
Laptop and a robust home network 
you shouldn’t see any freezing or 
fuzzing. Just make sure you have 
enough hard disk space for the 
buffer, or point the software to 
an external drive for whole films. 

With no quality settings you see 
just the same lossless video stream, 
which Looks crisp and weLl resolved. 
The big catch is that you only have 
SD channels to choose from. It can 
readily receive and record an HD 
DVB-TI signal in its native Germany 
(and the rest of the world), but not in 
the UK, where we use DVB-T2 for HD. 

ELgato h s device is the easiest way 
to get TV onto your home computers, 
bar none. But in a world of free HD 
broadcasts, this SD device is also 
a little frustrating 



HOC VERDICT 

Elgato EyeTV Netstream DTT 
£230 Approx 

Highs: EyeTV software interface; 
setup and use; SD quality 
Lows: Incompatible with DVB-T2 HD; 
demanding of your network and PC 

Performance: ooooo 

Design: 00600 

Features: OOOOO 

Overall: 00600 
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* PAUSE, REWIND AND RECORD HD TV • SERIES RECORDING 
• WATCH ONE CHANNEL, RECORD ANOTHER • UPSCALES TO 1080p 
• DOLBY DIGITAL PLUS FOR SUPERB SOUND QUALITY 
• OVER 50 DIGITAL TV CHANNELS WITHOUT SUBSCRIPTION FEE 


Freeview +HD 


HD DRAMA 



digital [Vi 


HD SPORT HD CHILDREN'S HD NATURE HD FILMS 


The FREEVIEW & HD service is subject to coverage. An aerial upgrade may be required. The FREEVIEW, FREEVIEW+, FREEVIEW HD and FREEVIEW+ HD 
words and logos are trade marks of DTV Services LTD. © DTV Services Ltd 2010, Check your coverage online at freeview.co.uk. 

The channel logos are trademarks and copyright of their respective owners. 

www.sagemcomdigital.co.uk 









70 BLACK DIAMOND ll->£2,300-£3,150 Approx -> www.anthemavs.co.uk 



This giant plasma*worrying 
projection screen can be bought in 
4:3, 16:9 (pictured) or 2,35:1 ratios 
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Diamond 

geezer 

John Archer has his 

home cinema experience 
transformed by a remarkable 
high-contrast projection screen 




i m gi i lui ili a^L, 

high brightness 
screen with 


ultra-controlled 
light dispersion 
for boosting 
projector use in 
ambient light, 
or rooms with 
light reflection 


Positioning: 


Two Black 
Diamond II 
versions: the 
0.8 gain version 
tested, and a 
brighter 1.4 gain 
model. Other 
options include 
curved, rear 
projection, 
motorised 

Monaco 
XScreen 
- another 
high-reflectivity 
model with 
a solid glass- 
based screen 


W e put Lots of projectors 
through their paces in 
HCC, but we don't often 
cover the 'other half of the projection 
story - screens. And for good reason: 
screens are generally - in any serious 
cinema room - picked very carefully 
from a vast series of different screen 
material/size/mounting options to 
best suit the specific demands of 
both your projector and your room 
setup, in other words, individual 
screens can be too specific in their 
focus to justify extensive coverage. 

The Black Diamond 31 from US 
firm Screen Innovations, however, 
is different. This screen’s properties 
give it the potential to transform - 
at a surprisingLy low cost - almost 
any projector set up. in fact, the 
Diamond can even become a more 
afford a bie alternative to a giant 
plasma or LCD screen, such as 
Panasonic’s £5GK 103in TH-103PF9, 
The singie biggest reason for this 
Is that the Diamond cLaims it can 
increase projector contrast by a 
whopping 300 per cent - or more. 
Clearly, this can result in either huge 
Leaps in brightness and punch with 
the images reproduced by any 



-» Specifications 

Gain: 0.8 (tested) or 
1.4 options available 
Mounting options: fixed frame; 
motorised application 
due later this year 
Maximum size without seam: 
113in diagonal (98.5in horizontal) 
Features: Advanced reflective Layer, 
ultra-controlled light dispersion, 
high brightness uniformity when 
viewed straight on, 300% 
contrast boost, multiple advanced 
optical laminations construction 


projector, or an image bright enough 
to be enjoyable in far more ambient 
Light than is normally acceptable. 

You might expect a screen with 
such prodigious reflective properties 
to be an entirely rigid affair - think 
again. The Diamond uses dark 
grey/black Tabric', which enables 
it to ship as a roll, and while at the 
time of writing it T s only available in 
a fixed-frame setting, it will be fitted 
to motorised/electronic screen 
mechanisms before the year's out. 
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At this point, you’re probably 
wondering how Screen Innovations 
has conjured up a screen with such 
unusual, properties. But, with patents 
stiLL pending, if I toLd you how it was 
done. I’d have to kill you. 

The most I can say without 
the Lawyers knocking is that it's a 
non-polarising system that uses 
a formulation of seven optical 
laminations, including an advanced 
reflective layer - a structure which 
helps it deliver exceptional control 
of its light dispersion pattern. 

Back at you 

In other words, while light bounces 
back from typicaL projector screens in 
a wide, scattershot pattern, lighting 
up the ceilings and walls of a lightly 
decorated room and thus reducing 
the quality of the image on the 
screen, the Diamond focuses the 
light straight back towards the 
projector/you. 

Other things this high-contrast 
projection screen prides itself 
on incLude compatibility with 
4K x 2K (or higher!) and Full HD 

Playing Uno 

SIM2’s latest addition to its C3X Lumis 
stable is truly state-of-the-art 

Retailing for a reassuringly expensive £19,000, the SiM2 C3X 
Lumis Uno is yet another premium-grade projector from the 
celebrated Italian brand. With connective options including 
twin HDMI inputs, three 12V triggers and RS232, it’s ready 
to take centre-stage in a high-end home cinema, and its 
exhaustive control options over just about every aspect of the 
picture (gamma, colour management, contrast, frequency/ 
phase, etc) should make it capable of delivering stunning 
pictures. Check back next issue for a full review,,. 



HOME CINEMA CHOICE JULY 2010 


None more 
black: Scr een 
Innovations 
claims its dark 
fabric can 
boost contrast 
by up to 300% 


3D signals, and exceptional 
brightness uniformity. 

The screen can extend to a 
maximum 16:9 screen size of 113in 
diagonally (98,5in horizontally) 
without a seam, and comes in two 
gain versions: a 1.4 high brightness 
version, and the 0,8 version I tested, 
for people with darker rooms who 
Love black level response. 

The second I fired pictures from a 
5IM2 C3X Lumis Uno projector at the 
Diamond, my eyes widened, my jaw 
slackened and my speech became 
Little more than grunts and squeaks. 
The screen didn’t just 
deliver an incremental 
improvement on the 
experience of watching 
films in my test room; it 
was truly transformative. 

The first thing I noticed was the 
Lack of Yogue 1 light bouncing around. 
My test room has matte white walls 
and ceiling, and so with my usual 
screen - a solid Vutec - powerful PJs 
like the SIM2 C3X Lumis Uno flood 
the room with dispersed Light. 

With the Diamond, though, my 
usuaL reflection problems were 
almost completely removed, thanks 
to the screen’s remarkabLy focused 
reflectivity. This means dark parts 
of the picture are much deeper 
and more natural, colours Look richer, 
and the image as a whole simply 
explodes off the screen, 

! was also struck by how 
exceptionally crisp and detailed 
pictures looked, the brightness 
and purity of whites despite the dark 
screen colour, and by how I couldn’t 
see any distracting signs of the 
texture/fab lie of the screen. 

Next, while the Diamond’s impact 
on brightness and contrast is 
profound, it delivers its extra impact 
without the slightly 'shiny 1 , almost 
sparkly, finish often witnessed with 
high-gain screens. 

Satisfied with its prowess in 
a dark room, I turned up my dimmer 
switches - and was equally amazed 
by how welL the screen’s pictures 
hold up even when the room is 
flooded with ambient light 

Perhaps the single most 
exceptional thing about the 
Diamond is how flexible it is. 

For while it delivered its most 
dazzling results with the 3,000 
Lumens SIM2 C3X Lumis Uno, it also 
provided vastLy improved pictures in 
dark room conditions from a £2,800 
DLP Vivitek H5Q8Q, a £2,500 LCD 
Epson TW5800, a £1,000 BenQ 
W1000, and 3IM2’s LED debut, 
the 800 Lumens. £16K MiCQ 50. 


Before you rush off to buy a Black 
Diamond II, though, there are a few 
issues to consider. 

Firstly, regarding the screen's 
potential as a giant plasma 
replacement in bright rooms, 
the punch it delivers in such 
circumstances inevitably depends 
on the brightness of your projector 

Please note, too, that while the 
screen handles general ambient Light 
brilliantly, it’s - understandably - 
unusually reflective of Light sources 
that sit directly opposite it. 

Limited viewpoint 

Another important point is that the 
Black Diamond II has a rather limited 
viewing angle. Look at the screen 
from around 40-45 degrees to the 
side or 20 degrees or so above or 
beLow it, and the image’s brightness 
diminishes rapidly, as welL as Losing 
uniformity. This is reduced on the 
1,4 gain version, however 

People wanting to mount 
a speaker behind their screen, 
meanwhile, should note that the 
screen isn’t acousticalLy transparent. 
FinalLy, I felt that the Black Diamond 
slightly exaggerated cheap 
single-chip DLP projectors’ 
rainbow effect issues - though 
the improvements it brings 
elsewhere still easily win out unless 
you’re realLy exceptionally sensitive 
to rain bowing. 

The bottom line here, though, 
is that if you want to set up a home 
cinema room but are hampered by 
ambient Light, or you just want to 
drastically improve your projector’s 
performance in atypical home 
cinema environment, then the 
logic-defying Black Diamond I! must 
be seen to be beLieved 



HCC VERDICT 

Screen Innovations Black 
Diamond II: £2,329-£3,150 Approx 
Highs: Light focusing abiLity; uniform 
brightness; value; improvements 
with huge range of projectors; 

usable in ambient light 
Lows: Limited effective viewing 
angle; exaggerates rainbow effect 

Performance: O0GO© 

Design: ooooo 
Features; ooooo 

Overall: Q00QQ 
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STAND OR WALL MOUNT 


3DEALS 


PANASONIC 


FREE 3D 

HIGH SPEED HDMI CABLE 

WORTH UP TO £150 


freesatHO 


SAMSUNG 


■ FREE 

5 YEAR WARRANTY 


VIERA VT2G 3D TV 


Say goodbye to the red and 
green glasses and the blurry 
3D images of the past. 
Panasonic's new NeoPDP 
Plasma TVs with full HD 
3D use Frame Sequential 
technology which sends a 
Full HD image to each eye 
individually- You just need 
a pair of active-shutter 3D 
Eyewear and to sit back and 
step into the action. 


TX-P50VT2G TX-P65VT2G 


HD 


JHFO 


UE40C7000 


PHILIPS 



Introducing the first 
of Samsung's new 
3DHDTVs.Tbe40" 
UE40C7000 is an 
edge-lit LED-based 
model. 

The 3 D technology 
used Oft all Samsung's 
3D TVs is the'active 
shutter'variant {also 
known as alternate- 
frame sequencing), 
powered by RealD, j 
which requires the use 
of r 3D Active Glasses! j 
The technology works 
by first blocking the 
left and then the 
right lens to deliver 
alternating images to 
each eye to create the 
illusion of 3D depth. 


I -’vAM 

iriririric 


52PFLS60SH 
LED/LCD 3D READY TV 


FOR FULL DETAILS VISIT 



SSAVofferscom , 


30 STORES 


NATIONWIDE 


Taking picture quality, excellence in sound 
and elegance in design to new heights, the 
Philips 8 GOO LED Series of TVs embodies 
both performance and style. 

With an energy-efficient, ultra-slim screen, 
the Full HD 3D Ready 3000 series vividly 
brings entertainment to life and allows 
you to connect a whole range of online 
entertainment. 

Featuring the distinctive halo of Ambilight 
Spectra 2, the 8000 series delivers an 
intense and cinematic experience. 




MASSIVE 
EX-DISPLAY TV 
CLEARANCE 




PANASONIC TX-.L32G1 OB £499 
PANASONIC TX-L37S1GB £429 
PANASONIC ' X L37GIOB £599 
PA N AS O NIC TX; P42.X10R £499 
PANASON IC TX-P42G15B £699 
PANASONIC TX-P42V1.0B £949 

PANASONIC TXP46G10B £799 


PANASONIC TXP46Z IB £1,999 
PANASONIC TX-P50G10B £949 
PANASONIC TXP54Z IB £3,499 
PHILIPS 32PFL7404H £529 

PHILIPS 32PFL9604H £699 

PHILIPS 37PF L9604H £899 

PHILIPS 42PFL7404H £699 


PHILIPS 56PFL9954H 
SAMSUNG LE32B45Q .. 
SAMSUNG UE37B6000 
SAMSUNG UE40R7Q2Q 
SAMSUNG UE40B3000 
SAMSUNG UE46B7Q20 
SAMSUNG PS50BB50 


£2,499 

£289 

£699 

£869 

£1,199 

£1,249 

£1,049 


PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUOTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NlCWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 30/06/2010. E&OE 



REAL STORES * REAL PEOPLE • REAL PRODUCTS • REAL SAVINGS WWW.SSAV.COM 



















































































74 PARADIGM SIGNATURE SUB 2->£7,250 Approx-* www.paradigm.coin 



Nuclear sub 


f Adorn Royster goes berserk with the 
most powerful active subwoofer ever built... 


R eally big subwoofers are my 
guilty pleasure, and IVe tested 
some doozies in my time. 

Yet above a certain level, you have 
to go visit them if you don’t own a 
house big enough. So I had to head 
to the recent Sound & Vision show 
in Bristol to review a subwoofer so 
huge it might have been an issue 
getting it installed in my house. 

The beast in question? Paradigm’s 
extraordinary Signature Sub 2. 

This wasn’t necessarily because 
of its physical size (it’s not as massive 
as, say, SVS’ cylindrical PC13-Ultra) 
but because it weighs over sixteen 
and a half stones - or over 100 kg 
if you’re one of those metric types. 

The Signature Sub 2 is a stumpy 
hexagonal spud with three faces 
with grilles and three that are 


just wood panels. Under each grille 
reside twolOin woofers, making 
this a six-driver subwoofer. Also, 
these drivers are as 
defiantly bonkers as any 
I’ve met - what I call ‘weapons- 
grade 1 woofers. Each has two 
corrugated bottom suspensions 
called a spider, and the top roll 
surround suspension is very special 
The latter was designed by an 
engineer who mused while he 
shaved that the gooseneck support 
of his shaving mirror kept roundness 
even as it bent in all directions. 

His wife thought he was doing a 
nu tter- ou t-of ■ -Close-Encoun ters-of- 
tbe-Third-Kind thing, mumbling 
to himself while shaving. But it 
resulted in the Signature Sub 2’s 
Finite Element Analysis {FEA)- 


optimised mega-rubbery injection 
moulded suspension. 

Add in the ten-layer long- 
excursion voice coils, and it means 
that a megaLomaniacal 4,50QW 
continuous power amplifier can be 
hooked up to the speakers, which 
is what Paradigm has generously 
shoved inside its flagship woofer. Yet 
the cabinet is so well self-damped 
with equal and opposite forces that 
you can place a glass of water on top 
of it and see how it doesn’t ripple the 
water while it booms. 


Wolf in sheep's 
clothing: 

In its black 
gloss finish, the 
Signature Sub 
2 looks 
harmless 
enough, but 
inside {far 
right) it packs 
a sextet of 
IDin drivers 


How low can you go 

The performance figures of this atom 
bomb of a woofer are worth 
stressing, it’ll drop as Low as 7Hz, 
will hit 112db at a 10Hz cycles and 
can raise 126dB at 6GHz, 
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The sub could even double 
as a bit ol designer furniture 


flV/CV 

Product; 



Paradigm's public demos were 
impressive, and allowed me to 
feel the taut accuracy of the bass 
and appreciate the room correction 
system from fellow Canadians 
Anthem. When lunchtime came 
I was allowed to play about with 
it myself. A few stalwarts stayed 
despite a warning. Like Jeremy 
Clarkson that time he blew the 
tyres on the Bentley, I unleashed 
hell upon it. 

My test disc was More Bass, 

More Boom, More Bottom, a brilliant 
CD which drops right down to 
below 10 Hz. It begins with an 
American-accented voiceover 
warning you about stuff, segues into 
curse-ridden rapper-style cautions, 
and then tries to launch the cones 
out of your subwoofer, 

I cranked the living heck out of the 
front end to 15dB above the point the 
Paradigm team felt was 'maximum' 
for public demos. The track 
wobbled, yet the Sub 2 ate 
it for Lunch. The resident projector 
screen started to flap visibly as the 
room over-pressured. The air vent in 
the concrete ceiLing began to rattle, 
growl and drop dead flies and debris 
on the heads of those below, and 
I saw fear in the eyes of the present 
public. It was embarrassing but felt 
good, and I did it for you, 

I was a bit ashamed for inflicting 
this upon the Paradigm chaps, 
including their Marketing Manager 
Mark Aling, over from Canada, 
Looking up, expecting a negative 
response to my behaviour, 
all I got was sardonic 
amusement and a request 
for a copy of the disci 


No limits 

The simpLe fact is I couldn't 
stress this product in any 
way. You will reach the Limit 
of what you think is sane 
far sooner than you will 
find any limit in the 
Signature Sub 2. ft’s an 
absolute Reference Status 
subwoofer, and I love it. 

Of course, at £7,250, it's 
priced at the upper end of 
home cinema gear and 
may be out of your price 
range. The good news is 
that Paradigm also makes 
the £3,500 Signature Sub I, 
which uses Sin drivers 
instead of lOin ones and 
‘onlyUJQOW of power, 
i the same super-high-quality 
Losure and with equal 
attention to detail 


-» Specifications 

Paradigm Signature Sub 2 subwoofer 

Drive units: Six x lOin mineral-filled 
polypropylene cones with 3in, ten- 
layer voice coils and dual spider 
suspensions and 10.5kg magnets 
Enclosure: Sealed, with drivers pointing 
out in three directions 
Frequency Response: 7Hz to the 
35-150Hz crossover point, as selected 
On-Board Power 4 P 500W RMS, 9.00GW 
peak Class D amplifier 
Dimensions: 6Q4(w) x 622(h) 
x 578(d)mm 
Weight: 1057kg 
Connections: Stereo phono or LFE input, 
pLus balanced XLR input and USB 
input for use with the brand's PBK-1 
Perfect Bass Kit room E Q 



HCC VERDICT 

Paradigm Signature Sub 2 
£7,250 Approx 

High Limitless power; huge speed; 
awesome control; beautiful 
engineering 
Lows: Costly; spoils your 
enjoyment of Lesser systems; risks 
genuine structural damage 

Performance: OQ0O0 

Design: ooooo 
Features: OOOOO 

Overall: OQQO0 
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76 PANASONIC SC-BT330->£500 Approx-* www.panasonie.co.uk 


Towers without power 

This 5.1 BD system is good-looking, but lacks grunt, says Adrian Justins 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning: 


all-in-one 
amongst a bevy 
of Blu-ray 
equipped 2.1 
and 5.1 systems 
ranging from 
£400 to £700 


S ty Led in gloss bLack, this 
Panasonic’s unremarkable 
main unit couLd easily pass 
for a bog standard BLu-ray deck But 
the SC-BT330 brings a number of 
multimedia experiences to the party, 
including VieraCast 'net video, DLNA 
networking, SDcard playback and 
a built-in iPod/iPhone dock. Throw 
in a 5.1 speaker system with 71 virtual 
surround, the latest HDMi with audio 
return channel and the option to 
upgrade to Wi-Fi rear speakers and 
Wi-Fi networking and you have a 
system with more cutting-edge 
features than a chain saw factory. 
The speaker array comprises a 
pair of skinny tallboys, a side-firing 
sub, a diminutive centre and pair 
of bookshelf rears. All very tidy and 
unimposing. Equally tidy is the 
recessed iPod dock, lurking under 
a flap on the top of the unit. 

Hooking up the speakers using 
the colour-coded bell-wire is a 
doddle, whilst the only other cables 
required are HDMI, Ethernet and 
possibly digital optical connections 
for a digibox, etc. 

Installation is made easy by an 
auto speaker setup mic and a 
Smart setup wizard. There are also 
plenty of tweaks in the menus, 
such as manually setting the 
1080p24 BD output. The remote 
control seems sensibly laid out and 
labelled once you get used to the 
fact that the curious Start button is 
the gateway to all non-disc menus. 
Paired with a Panasonic G20 
plasma, the BT330’s deck does 


a dazzling job. The use of 4:4:4 signaL 
technology delivers beautifully 
detailed and realistically coloured 
BLu-ray images whilst standard- 
definition DVDs come up a real treat. 

Of the BT330 h s multimedia tools 
1 found the VieraCast internet video 
service Limited but efficient, 

USB playback of JPEGs and MP3s 
is pretty decent, if clunky to navigate, 
whilst iPod videos can only be 
viewed via composite video, 
which is diabolical. 

Sound quality doesn’t match the 
giddy heights of the picture but isn’t 
bad for a lifestyle’ system, The 
best results are achieved 
With hi-res audio; Fantastic 
Four's DTS-HD Master Audio mix 
featured dear dialogue, properly- 
imaged individual FX and explosions 
are truly enveloping, as the sub 
dovetails properly. 

There are plenty of other formats 
to play with, including DoLby 
Pro-Logic II music and movies, 
which are fine with, 
say, a movie on TV 
but low-res audio 
sources really show 
up the limitations 
of the lifestyle 
speakers. If you like 
your sound Loud 
then this isn’t the 
system for you. 

QveraLl this is the 
marriage of an 
excellent BDdeck 
to a fairly decent 
audio system 


The SC-BT330 
is neat and tidy 


-♦Specifications 

Video upscaling: ysup to lOSOp 
Multi region: wo Region B BD/R2 DVD 
HDMI: vssvl.4 with ARC 
Component video: no 
Multichannel phono audio: no 
Digital audio; yes ! x optical Input 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: yes/yes 
Dolby True HD/DTS-HD bitstream: yes/yes 
Profile 2.0: yes (requires SDcard) 
Total A m pi rfication: 1,0 O O W 
Dimension (main unit): 430(w) x 
54(h) x287(d)mm 
Weight (main unit): 3,1kg 
Other features: 10B0p/24 pLayback; 
FM radio; CD playback; DLNA 
Wi-Fi/Ethernet; iPod dock built-in; 
VieraCast; BD-Lfve; AVCHD/MP3/ 
WMA/JPEG/MKV/MP4/DivX/ 
XviD playback; 2 x USB 


- Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 


200 300 

100 400 

l 22 

0^ 500 

Idling: This tick-over is 
higher than you'd get 
from a standalone 
BDdeck 


ZTO 300 
100 400 

■ 2,5 1 

500 

Playing: 

Our all-channels-driven 
test makes Panasonic's 
power output claim 
oflkW look a bit 
optimistic 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
t ray eject 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 


Disc loading & Java: 

A pretty speedy 
performer 


HOC VERDICT 

Panasonic SC-BT330 
£500 Approx 

High: Top-notch BD player; easy to 
use; multimedia capabilities 
Lows: Doesn’t like to be driven hard; 
Low-grade speaker wire and 
terminals 

Performance: 00006 
Design: 00606 
Features: 00006 

Overall: OG6Q© 
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audio T 


Sound Vision Solutions 


Don't miss any of this 

summer’s sporting action 


Audio T is one of the oldest and most respected hi-fi retailers in the world. Started in 1966 - the year thot England 
last won the football World Cup (now, that's a long time ago!) the company has always been innovative - selling 
the best from large ond small companies alike. 

Our reputation for selling the best 2 channel products is well known. Less well known is thot we were one of the first 
retailers to embrace home cinema in the days when flat screens and home cinema rooms were just a dream. 

Now imagine combining a state of the art screen or home cinema into your lounge in time for the forthcoming 
fantastic summer of sport? You'll get on un-interrupted view and we can put you in the centre of all the action! 

Some of the key home cinema brands we stock include: Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon,Epson, Focal, Humax, JVC, KEF, Marantz, 
Monitor Audio, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, Philips, Pioneer, PMC, Q Acoustics, PEL, SIM2, Sony, Velodyne, Wharfedale and Yamaha, 

'Note: oil our shops make their own choices of product so brands vary In different stores. We ere not an anonymous chain! Please check our website or call before travelling. 


23 individual stores across the UK 

Basingstoke 01256 324311 Blackpool 01253 300599 Bolton 01204 395789 Brentwood 01277 264730 Brighton 01273 609431 
Bristol 01 179 264975 Camberley 01276 685597 Cardiff 029 20228565 Cheltenham 01242 583960 Enfield 020 8367 3132 
Epsom 01372 748888 Lancaster 01524 39657 Manchester 0161 839 8869 Oxford 01865 765961 Portsmouth 023 9266 3604 
Preston 01772 883958 Reading 0118 958 5463 Southampton 023 8025 2827 Swansea 01792 474608 Swindon 01793 538222 

Tunbridge Wells 01892 525666 Warrington 01925 632179 Worcester 01905 619059 
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FOR EVERY £100 YOU SPEND 
IN SUPERR, WEU GIVE YOU A 
£10 MAJESTIC WINE VOUCHER 




ftaksary Hotel, Samsung Serrfietse; 

Sony; Soundst^e' Taney, Techrisat 
Them eScen^Topfidd, Wfaarfedal^ Yamaha 
and marwmaefcp brands Not afl products 
are a/aiile from ail outlets: please call, 
afred<Qrt\n££wMt5uperfi,a^ 


Acoustic Enetgy, Alphasor\ Apdlq Apple, 
Arcam, Atacama Audidafc* B&W, Chord, 
Creek, Deron, Epo^ Grade* Harm an Kardcn 
Huria^!nFa^jil<EF,lJmA^3^ 
Msicr* Ml Acoustics, NAD, Qnkjq F^nMniQ 
Roneer, Project Pure,QAaxistk 5 QED, Quad, 


A FAMILY BUSINESS 
SINCE 1929 

HI-FI AND HOME 
CINEMA SPECIALISTS 


SPEAKERS 


PROJECTORS* FLATSCREENS 


S.1 STYLE SPEAKERS 

KEFKHT5005.2 WITH 
KUBE 2 SUBWOOFER 

■ Five elegant satellites and powerful subwoofer 
* Beautrnjf,gbss-black finish 


MICRO HI-FI 
ONKYO CS435UK 


FULL HD PROJECTOR 
THEMESCENEHD20 


t CD/ MP3 player, 
DAB/FM/AM tuner 
i Indudes spea kers 
arid IPod dock 
» Silverfinish 


■ 2 xHUMI, VGA component 
and oomposite Inputs 

BIC PICTURE. 

SMALL PRld 


MR PROJECTOR 

PANASONIC 

PTAE4000 

■ 3 HDMI inputs, easy to set up 


HD 



‘SUPERB COLOURFUL AND 
SHARP MAGES” 

WHAT ht-BP StXMJ & V15IOT 






IEDTV 

SAMSUNG 

UE46C8000 


£77* HD 


PLASMA TV 

SAMSUNG 

PS50B451 


‘ Experience a mazing full 3D 
-ondemonstration instore 
friirn first release 
Gorgeous brus lied titani u m 
frame, less than 3an th in 






HD FREEVIEW HD 
SET TOP BOX 

HUMAX HDFOXT2 


Upgrade to HD 
TV without a 
subscription or dish 
■ Justplugintoyour 
TV aerial 


“A NO BRAINER” flffjP; £J79>95 

v/uATMifE | SAVE: £20 

SOUND ft yV-K!N 


HD 






numt unc/viM ' 

We've specialised in quality home entertainment since 
1929. Al I e ig hrt of ou r stores offe r comforta ble demonstration 
facilities and professional installation. From budget hi-fi 
sepa rates ana systems to top-fl ight home ci nema set-u ps 
and configurable custom install solutions, we set out to 
provide high standards of service a nd support, without 
cheap gimmicks or stuffy pretensions. 


FIVE GREAT REASONSTO SHOP AT SUPERFI... 


SUPERFIONLINE 

WWW.SUPERFIXO.UK 

Since January 2000 we've worked to develop the most 
deta i led website se rvi ce a va i la ble Onli ne yo u' 11 be nefit 
from extensive product specifications and photography 
plus comprehensive order-tracking, enabling you to track 
your consignment right to your door. The re's a huge range 
a va i I a b le, en a bl i ngyo u to resea rch before visiti ng you r loca I 
Superfn,orto buy qualityproductssecurely,online, without 
havi n g to battle with traffic a nd pa rki n g warden s. 



Free Parking 

Spend £100 or more in anySuperfi 
branchandwe’ll pay for up to two 
hou rs parking (see www.superfi. 
co.uk/freeparkfng for details) 


0% credit available 

Pay no deposit and 

then up to twelve, equal monthly 

payments (0% APR), Ask in-store 

for details and a quotation 


Official UK models 
We a re a uthori sed sped a I ists fo r 
each product that we sell. We 
wil I on ly offer ful iy-g ua ra nteed, 
genuine UK products with 
full aftersales support 


Latest technology 
Sophisticated harddisk, 
Blu-Ray, Freesat, MP3, DAB, PVR 
and multi-room products^ 
a 11 a va i la ble to demon strate 


Real HiEi 

Quality turntables, CD players, 
tuners, hi-fi amplifiers and 
spea ke rs a I ways i n stoc k a nd 
a va ila ble to de man strate 







































RADIO 


HEADPHONES 

CRADO SR80i 

Abo available 
SR&Gi 

£89.95 (RRP £99.95, SAVE fit)) 

Kjrado 

£44.95 (RRP£49.95 r SAVE £5) 



HDMI 

INTERCONNECT 

CHORD HDMI 
SUPERSHIELD 


***** 

KM UU 


INTERNET/DAB/FM RADIO 

PURE EVOKE FLOW 


1 1 m £49,95 
i 2 m £69,95 
1 3 m £3995 




M^rnFfSaUhlDAWSlCM 



iPQD DOCK/DAB+/FM 

REVO IBUK RADIOSTATION 

■ iPod dock, DAB, DAB+, MP3, 

FM & Internet radio 
N Network music playback 



FOR OUR VERY LATEST PRICES, 
ASK IN-STORE OR CHECK ONLINE 
AT WWW.SUPERFI.CO.UK 



HOME CINEMA 


MULTIROOM 


hTfT 


AV RECEIVER 

DENONAVR1910 

n 7x90 watte fcr HiB-on home dnerro or biamp front 
speakerslbrimpiwed stereo performance 


HD i 


MULTIROOM 

—XT 

SYSTEM 

SQNOS BU250 



NETWORK MUSIC 

PLAYER ***** 

SONOSZONEPLAYER 

ss 


MICRO HI-FI 

ARCAM SOLO MINI 
WITH WHARFEDALE 
DIAMOND 10,1 SPEAKERS* 

RRP ? £ 949.90 f 1^'/"I 



■ Flawless playback 
of Blu-ray, DVD, 
DiyX.MP3.WMA 



KEF KHTIOOS .2 

QAroysr/cs 

2 O 0 OSJ 

JWS*£f0ft 

M - CUBE 5.1 

XEFXHT 2 QOSJ 

WHARFEDALE 

lOHCP 

KEFKHT 500 S . 2 / 

KUBEM 

QUAD LtTENSJ 

BStWMTlE 

KEFXHTiOOSSE 

BSiWEBi 

THEATRE 

B 8 eWMT 30 

ONKYO 

TXSRJQB 

£649 9 ° 

f744" 

£799-90 

£849" 

£899" 

£1049 90 

£949" 

£1203 95 

£1249" 

£1455" 

£1824" 

ONKYO 

TXSRSOB 

£749 90 

£844" 

£899 90 

£949" 

£999.90 

£1149" 

£1049.90 

£1303" 

£1349.90 

£1555" 

£1924" 

ONKYO 

TXSR 60 R 

£849*° 

£944"| 

£999.90 

£1049-90 

£1099-90 

£1249" 

£1149-90 

£1403" 

£1449.90 

£1655" 

£202*" 

DEMON 

AVR 1910 

£789" 

£884" 

£ 939 .9o 

£989» 

£1039-90 

£1189" 

£1089" 

£1343" 

£1389" 

£1595" 

£1964" 

DEMON 

AVR 2310 

£1099.90 

£1194" 

£1249» 

£1299-" 

£1349» 

£1499.90 

£1399" 

£1653" 

£1699" 

£1905" 

£2274" 

PIONEER 

VSXLXS 2 

£,249-90 

£1344" 

£1399.90 

£1449" 

£1499.90 

£1649" 

£1549" 

£1803" 

£1849" 

£2055" 

£2424" 

PIONEER 

SCLX &2 

£1899 90 

£1994" 

£2049" 

£2099" 

£2149" 

£2299" 

£219990 

£2453" 

£2499.90 

£2705" 

£3074" 



MAIL ORDER AND WEBSITE STORES - EACH BRANCH OFFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTALLATION 


MAILORDER HOTLINE 

08Q073I1821 

BUY ONLINE NOW AT 

wwwsuperr.co.uk 


Birmingham 
67 Small brook, 
01216312675 
Derby 

22 Sadler Cate 
01332 360303 


Q'way 


Leeds 

105 Vicar Lane 
0113 244 9075 
Lincoln 

271a High Street 
01522 520265 


London 

2-4 Camden High St 
02073881300 

Manchester 
54 Bridge Street 
01618351156 


Nottingham 
15 Market Street 
0115 9412137 
Stockport 

68-70 Lower HI 11 gate 
0161429 9080 
















































































































































































80 ANTHEM BLX 200->£600 Approx -> www.anthemavs.co.uk 





Anthem to Blu-ray 

The brand is making a welcome return to the UK - and on the evidence of its 
debut Blu-ray player, John Archer reckons Anthem is here to stay 


A t a time when weTe slowly 
but surely seeing brand 
names disappearing from 
the AV high street it's refreshing to 
be faced with a product wearing 
one that we don’t often see in 
the UK: Anthem, But its heritage 
couldn’t be more respectable 
as it comes from the same long- 
running Canadian stable as 
Paradigm speakers. 

Anthem is already established 
in the North American home theatre 
market with ranges of acclaimed 
AV amps, processors and pre-amps. 
But the BLX 200 is the brand’s first 
Blu-ray player. 

its looks speak volumes about 
Anthem’s perceived place in the AV 
firmament. Though resolutely 
unstylish, with its chunky body, 
black finish and straightforward 
sculpting, it’s aLso impressiveLy 
robust in its Largely metallic 
chassis, and its size hints at well- 


separated components as favoured 
by the cognoscenti. 

Actually, there's likely to be a 
portion of the HCC readership who 
will lap up the BLX 200’s heavy duty, 
ultra-serious looks. And they will 
point to the glowing touch-sensitive 
control buttons on its fascia as a sign 
that Anthem can also do ‘fancy’. But 
for me, the BLX 200’s looks seem 
rather on the dated side. 

Given that it costs a considerable 
£600,1 was aLso a bit disappointed 
with its connectivity. Particularly that 
HD audio can only be output from 
the deck using HDM1, since it doesn’t 
have any 7,1 analogue audio outputs. 

This means that anyone using a 
relatively old AV receiver can’t get the 
full BLu-ray audio monty from it. 

There comes a time where 
'legacy’ support has to slide on new 
products, and I suspect that Anthem 
dreams of the BLX 200 selling in 
partnership with one of its new AV 



receivers, which inevitably boast 
HDMt inputs. 

No wi-fi, no dongle 

With many sub-£300 Blu-ray players 
now offering bewildering levels of 
multimedia functionality on top of 
BD playback, meanwhile, the BLX 
200 again fails rather flat with quite 
Limited multimedia functions. 

For starters, it doesn’t have any 
Wi-Fi system built in, and nor can 
Wi-Fi be added via any USB dongle. 

Next, while the BLX 200 has an 
Ethernet port, this can only be used 
to access the standard 9D-Live 
services available to Profile 2.0 
players. There’s no further online 
content such as LG’s NetCast system, 
or Panasonic’s VieraCast. And nor is 
there DLNA PC streaming support of 
the sort finding its way into a growing 
number of rivaL Blu-ray decks. 

It's aggravating, too, to find that 
the BLX 200 doesn’t carry enough 
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built-in memory to deliver full 
BD-Live functionality. You have to 
add a USB memory stick to make 
this happen. 

Thankfully, for £600, a USB 
memory stick is included as standard. 
But having a long USB stick 
protruding from the BIX 200’s fascia 
is hardly an ideal long-term solution. 

It's through the USB port that you 
can play MP3. WMA r JPEG and 
selected video files. And the disc tray 
can handle WMA, MP3, JPEG, AVI and 
WMV files from CDs, plus A VC HD 
video stored on burnable DVDs. In a 
dream world, it would also play SACD 
and DVD-Audio discs. But it doesn't 

One final moan before checking 
out the BLX 200’s performance 
concerns its remote, which is about 
as cheap and nasty as handsets get, 
and painfully inappropriate for a 
£600 Blu-ray player. 

Thankfully for Anthem, the tone 
of this review is about to change as 
I check out the player’s performance. 

I rate its pictures as outstanding. 
When run alongside decks like 
Samsung's new BD-C6900 and 
Sony’s BDP-760, the BLX 2G0's 12bit, 
162 MHz video DACs produce pictures 
that look cleaner, crisper, more 
colour-rich and even, somehow, more 
full of contrast than its rivals, This 
makes its pictures manna 
from heaven for bigscreens 
and, especially, projectors. 

Spreading my comparison a little 
further, one of Panasonic’s latest 
Blu-ray recorders, the DMR-BW880, 
pushed the BLX 200 hard for fine 


Alls square: 

Anthem's 
design is 
strangely 
old-school 


detail and colour accuracy. But for 
me there was an extra solidity and 
vibrancy to the Anthem’s images that 
goes a way to justifying its £600 price. 

The high video quality extends, 
too, to its upscaling of standard-def 
DVDs, which delivers reams of 
additional sharpness without 
injecting any significant extra noise. 

Its audio is imperious, too, if you 
can get past the lack of multichannel 
analogue outputs. Film soundtracks 
sound fluid, dynamic, and immersive, 
whether in lossless or lossy UTS/ 
Dolby Digital, and there’s an almost 
inexplicable sense of clarity that you 
get with genuine hi-fi’ Blu-ray decks. 

Tech tests may show an 
unexpectedly high analogue audio 
jitter figure, but as Anthem product 
manager Nick Piatsis told us, the 
analogue outs are provided mainly as 
a ’Zone 2’ option, and aren't designed 
for critical listening applications. 

The BLX 200 is a warm, engaging 
player of CDs, too, again justifying the 
price tag to those rating performance 
ahead of all eLse. 

For us at HCC, the shortage 
of multimedia panache makes it 
impossible for us to award this deck 
a higher mark than four. And there 
will doubtless be people nowadays 
who just won’t countenance 
spending £600 on a Blu-ray player 
that doesn’t offer 3D playback. 

But while it’s old-school in some 
ways, the BLX 200 is a reminder that 
the traditional values of outstanding 
audio and video performance never 
go out of fashion 


-i Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 

200 300 200 300 


lao 

4ao 

100 

40D 

■ 14 ] 

0^ 

SOD 

16 

cW 

500 


Idling: An ever Playing: Although disc 

so slightly h igh playback doesn't 

idling figure increase things by much 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


i,aro 



Analogue: 

This is an 
unexpectedly high 
analogue jitter figure 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 



Tray in to 
main BDmenu 



Disc loading & Java: 

Boot speed and tray 
eject is pretty tardy 


Specifications 

BD; no 

Upscaling: yes a It resolutions up 

toioaop 

Multiregion: «oRegion B Blu-ray 
and R2 DVD 
HDMI: yes one vl.3 output 
Component: yes one output 
Mu Iticha nnel analogu e: wo no ste reo 
phone output 
Digital audio: yes coaxial and optical 
SAC D/DVD- A; no/no Neither supported 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD decod ing: yes/yes 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD bitstream: yes/yes 
Profile 2.0: yes 
Dimension:;: 435(w) x 103(h) 
x 280(d)mm 
Weight; 4.5kg 
Also featuring: Playback of audio CD/ 
CD-R/RWs containing MP3, WMA, 
JPEG, AVI and WMV files, plus 
DVD-R/RW discs containing AVCHD 
video: USB playback of MP3, WMA, 
JPEG and some video files; free USB 
memory stick; user-selectable 
480i/480p/720p/1080i/1080p 
output; 12bit/162MHz DACs 



VERDICT 


Anthem BLX200 
£600 Approx 
Highs: Picture quality; hi-fi audio; 

robust and build quaLity; 
Lows: Remote; no built-in Wi-Fi or 
dongle option; insufficient built-in 
BD Live memory; lack of multimedia 
services; no 7,1 line outs 

Performance: 00006 

Design: 00006 
Features; 00©O0 

Overall: 
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Life's better when everything works together 




Imagine having one remote that can: 

• control your home theater and dim the lights as the 
opening credits roll 

• turn off all the TVs in the house when the kids are 
supposed to be doing their homework 

• alert you that you left the garage door open, which 
you can close from the computer in your office 

• manage your lights, window blinds and thermostats 
to reduce your energy bills 

• monitor your door locks, lights and security cameras 
for a little extra peace of mind 



Control (J)' 


www.control4xom 


email: emea@control4.com 


tel:+44{0)1347 312300 


i 
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HU MAX 

HD-FOX T2 
£180 Approx 

The first Freeview HD receiver 
to reach the market is the most 
expensive, but lets you stream 
media files over a wired network 


MAX ' 

, ^ 

^ j ' 1 

HWOnj 


HDOLBY 

f l 


GOODMANS 

GDB300HD 

£150 Approx 

Goodmans' neatly-styled 
GDB300HD puts simplicity 
and user-friendliness high 
on the list 


Danny Phillips feeds his TV with Freeview HD 
from four new set-tofj boxes. Will one of them be 
able to stand out from its rivals? 


ICECRYPT 

T2200 
£160 Approx 

Icecrypt’s T2200 satisfies the 
hi-def hungry hordes with 
support for HD video files and 
other, er T Tool’ features 




THE TEST 

To feed the Freeview 
HD TV signal to each 
receiver, we daisy-chained 
all four using their RF input/ 
loop sockets, and then 
connected each HDMI output 
to an Onkyo TX-NR906 
AV receiver, switching from 
one to another for an A/B 
comparison. We viewed 
a range of channels on each 
box, including the three 
high-definition channels 
(BBC HD, ITV1HD and 
Channel 4 HD) as well 
as numerous SD channels. 
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T he arrival of Freeview HD 
marks the final stage of 
high-definition TV’s march 
towards the mainstream. Now you 
can get scalpel-sharp HD 
programmes through your aerial 
without paying for subscription. 

Around 50 per cent of UK homes 
should now be able to receive 
Freeview HD, with the rest of the 
country following in Line with digital 
switchover over the next two 
years. At the moment, three hi-def 
channels are available (BBC HD, ITV1 
HD and Channel 4 HD), but to get 
them you’ll need to upgrade your 
existing Freeview box to a new 
DVB-T2-capable receiver - four of 
which are Lined up for this group test. 

These receivers are from the first 
wave of Freeview HD kit to launch 
the UK, and each one has the power 
to unlock the potential of your 
hi-def TV. Question is, which one 
is most worthy of your wonga? 

Design 

Straight-up Freeview HD receivers 
Like these are invariably smalL and 


compact due to the lack of disc 
drives and other space-hogging 
electronics, which makes them easy 
to slide into packed AV racks. That 
said, the designers of these four 
haven't exactLy pushed the boat out 
- they're all fairly conventional black 
boxes measuring about two-thirds 
the width of a typieaL BLu-ray player. 

Goodmans has been the most 
daring, opting for a slender case with 
curved corners. A purely decorative 
siLver ring containing four blue Lights 
adorns the centre of the fascia, 
but that’s your lot. It’s the only box 
not to feature a numeric dispLay 
showing the current channel 
number. What’s more, overall build 
quaLity is the worst of the bunch. It’s 
Light as a feather and the bodywork 
is plasticky. 

The onscreen menus are 
excellent, but the nicest touch is the 
abiLity to browse channels up to two 
days in advance using the onscreen 
banner instead of the eight-day ERG, 
But hitting the T button only shows 
details for the current programme on 
the selected channel, which is a pity. 


Also, the banner remembers the last 
channeL you looked at, so at first it 
might not relate to the programme 
you’re watching. 

The Icecrypt’s bodywork is much 
more robust, but the look is old 
school (those chunky LED digits!). 
Two things on the fascia catch the 
eye - the USB port and two Cl sLots 
for adding pay TV services. 

The Ul is also pleasing, The32bit 
HD graphics are crisp, modern and 
icon-driven, and only a fool couLd 
be confused by the menu Layout 
It’s also fast when tuning, changing 
channeLs and navigating menus. 

The ERG takes a distinctive yet 
user-friendly approach, using a 
seven-channel grid or an unusual, 
alternative view that lists the 
channeLs in columns. It’s 
superimposed over live TV so 
there’s no mini screen. White! 

Like the design, it's a touch sluggish 
to respond to the remote. 

ALso disappointing is that, 
unlike the Goodmans, the onscreen 
banner is Limited to Now and Next 
information - no 'on the fly’ browsing 



ICECRYPT T2200->£160 Approx -» www.icecrypt.com 


In brief 

This somewhat chunky-Looking 
set-top box outdoes the rival Humax 
HD-Fox T2 in pure muLtimedia 
prowess, adding DivX HD and MT2S 
to the file format party, yet only via 
USB - there’s no DLNA streaming 
here, folks. Another feature that may 
be of importance to you is the Cl slot 
(two of 'em, actually), and Icecrypt is 
aLso pledging to add recording to an 


external hard drive Later on via a 
firmware update. 

Its Lack of onscreen banner 
browsing is an oversight that hinders 
usability - you're stuck with Now and 
Next info if you don’t want to calL up 
the full EPG - but thankfully the rest 
of Icecrypt T22QO’s menu system is 
weLL thought out and nieeLy designed. 


Cool cat: 

The Metranic 
is impressively 
swift when 
changing 
channels and 
navigating 
menus 


- Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



Standby: No In use: About as much 
eco-worries here as a regular BD deck 


Setup: 


Autoscanning 
of charnels 


6 m lOsec 


Tuning: Co put the 
kettle on, eh? 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE JULY 2010 


















85 


here. It does, however, include 
comprehensive details about each 
broadcast including the native 
resolution and frequency 

The HD-FOX T2 offers the best 
build quality of the bunch, pLus a 
snazzy black finish and silver ring of 
controls on the fascia. It also offers 
the best-looking onscreen menus, 
with bright colours and large text on 
every page. Helpfully the main menu 
is superimposed over Live TV and 
uses a logical Left-to-right submenu 
structure. The EPG plays Live TV in 
the corner and presents programmes 
in a concise grid. 

DESIGN 

Round-up: Humax wins the war of the 
drawing board with solid build 
quality, sassy Looks and gorgeous 
onscreen graphics. ExternalLy the 
Icecrypt and Metronic are solid, but 
the Latter is sLuggish and basic 
onscreen. Goodmans' fLimsy casing 
fails to impress but onscreen it’s 
blissfully simple to use 

Icecrypt T2200: OOGOQ 
Humax HD-FOX T2: 00600 
Metronic T2 HD: 00006 
Goodmans 6DB3QQHD: 00600 


At 40mm high. Metronic’s box 
is the sLimmest of the bunch and 
is a good-Looking unit, except for 
the shouty red digits in the dated 
LED display. And while it’s far from 
disastrous, the Metronic’s operating 
system is the cLunkiest of the quartet. 
The onscreen menus are basic, 
sporting a simple bLue box designed 
to Look Like tabbed folders, but the 
structure is muddled and sluggish. 

The eight-day EPG should be 
praised for packing 10 channeLs 
into the grid and Listing all the 
options clearly at the bottom, 
but it doesn’t play Live TV and 
scrolling i s li ke wad ing th rough 
treacle. The onscreen banner is also 
poor, showing only the names of 
the now/next programmes but not 
the synopsis. 

As for remotes, Humax’s zapper 
may be massive but button Layout 
is immaculate, plus the gloss black 
finish and silver menu controls make 
It coffee tabLe-friendly Goodmans’ 
simple, friendly handset comes 
a close second but Icecrypt’s is a 
cluttered mess. The arched design of 


Metronic’s clicker will Look good on 
the sofa arm, but its buttons are stiff 
and awkwardly placed. 

Features 

What sets these four boxes apart 
from regular Freeview receivers is 
their built-in DVB-T2 tuners, which 
alLows them to decode hi-def 
MR EG-4 broadcasts as we LI as 
regular DVB-T, MPEG-2 programmes. 
ALl of the boxes can also upscale 
broadcasts to 720p, lOSOi or lOSOp, 
which is useful for matching SD 
broadcasts to the resolution of your 
TV, although it can be applied to HD 
channels, too. 

Each has an HDMI output - 
essential for viewing hi-def - and an 
optical output for piping sound to 
your amp digitally. The Goodmans. 
Humax and Icecrypt are compatible 
with DoLby Digital Plus but the 
Metronic only supports Dolby Digital, 
Additionally, all four sport RF aerial 
input/Loopthrough sockets and an 
Ethernet port that will provide 
access to the BBC iPlayer when it 
comes to Freeview HD Later this year. 


HUMAX HD-FOX T2-*£180 Approx ■* www.humaxdigital.co.uk 



In brief 

Humax is a leading brand in the 
set-top box/PVR market, and 
its HD-Fox T2 gained it further 
credibility by being the first Freeview 
HD receiver to hit UK shelves. At £180 
it’s one of the most expensive 
models around, but you might 
consider this reasonable given the 
additional features on offer, which 
incLude networked pLaybaek of DivX, 


XviD, JPEG and MP3 files (and via 
USB, too), and the promise of 
recording to USB via a future 
firmware update. 

Design-wise, it also looks worthy 
of the somewhat premium price, 
and this quality feel extends into its 
onscreen menus, which are clear, 
colourful and a doddle to navigate. 


Foxy lady: 

The HD-Fox T2 
has the best 
build quality 
and onscreen 
menus of this 
quartet of 
Freeview 
FID receivers 


->Tech Labs 
Power con sumption: Watts 



Idling: Stand by mode Playing: A fairly h igh 

isn’t hiding anything figure for an STB 


Setup: 


lAutoscannfng 
| of channels 

| H 4m23sec 


Tuning: Quicker than 
its Icecrypt rival 
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There are differences though - 
the Humax, Goodmans and Icecrypt 
boxes offer two Scarfs for 
simultaneous connection to a TV 
and recorder, while the Metronic 
offers one. The Humax is the only 
box to offer composite and stereo 
audio outputs. 

The Goodmans and Humax both 
sport USB ports on the back. 
Goodmans' port can only be used for 
firmware updates, but Humax’s port 
is a Lot more fun, allowing you to 
play MP3, JPEG and XviD from flash 
drives. What’s more. In the near 
future, a software upgrade will 
turn the box into a simple PVR by 
connecting an external USB HDD, 

But the HD-FOX T2’s standout 
feature is media sharing with PCs 
and NAS drives on a home network 
though the Ethernet port. Format 
support is Limited to DivX, XviD, MP3 
and JPEG and it's a shame there's no 
Wi-Fi, but its inclusion is a real boon 
for home networking newcomers. 

The Icecrypt T2200 may lack 
DLNA streaming, but it does 
embrace a wider range of formats 


than the Humax. DivX. AVI. MP3, 
JPEG and MPEG-4 are supported 
via USB, as welL as high-definition 
video in the form of DivX HD, MKV 
and M2TS (the file type associated 
with AVCHD), Icecrypt also says that 
a future software upgrade will allow 
you to record Freeview HD onto an 
external hard disk and it’s also the 
onLy box here to offer Cl sLots, which 
are not to be sniffed at - particularly 
with the prospect of Sky Sports 1 
and 2 coming to Top-Up TV. 

Although all four receivers boast 
built-in upscalers, Humax and 
Icecrypt are the only ones that 
can automatically switch to the 
broadcast’s native resolution (using 
their ‘Original' and 'Auto' modes 
respectively). The others output 
everything in the selected resolution. 

The Goodmans and Metronic 
receivers are Light on features. 

Neither offers digital media 
playback, and Metronic's box doesn't 
even provide a USB port. This makes 
them best-suited to people who 
want uncomplicated access to hi-def 
TV without any of the trimmings. 


They do, however, support the usual 
Freeview offerings Like subtitles, 

Aud i o Desc n pt i on, M H EG i n terac t ive 
services and digital text. 

Performance 

To assess picture quaLity, we started 
out by tuning all four boxes to BBC 
HD and comparing them using our 
HDM1 switcher. Although we'd like to 
tell you that hi-def picture quality 
varies wildly from box to box, the 
truth is that there’s very Little 
difference between them - they all 
handle the channel’s mix of 
pristinely-shot programmes with 
real depth and intense sharpness. 

FEATURES 

Round-up: The four receivers offer 
simiLar TV functions, but Humax 
and Icecrypt push the boat out with 
advanced digital media support. 

I tec rypt's handli ng of M KV and 
M2TS HD video via USB wi LI appeal 
to many, but H umax's DLNA 
streaming is the killer feature 

Icecrypt T2200: 06600 
Humax HD-FOX T2: OOOOQ 

Metronic 12 HD; oeooo 
Goodmans GDB3Q0HD: oeooo 


METRONIC T2 HD->£150 Approx -» www.metronic.com 



In brief 

French manufacturer Metronic may 
be unfamiliar to some HCC readers, 
but the brand is a quite a large pLayer 
in the satellite receiver arena, and 
sells a variety of accessories, too. 
This T2 HD Zapbox (why‘Zapbox? 
We’ve no idea..,) offers a no- 
nonsense design and a very 
rudimentary feature set, but does 


retail for less than many of its 
competitors, and could easiLy 
find itself snapped up by cash¬ 
conscious consumers in the 
predicted pre-World Cup rush. 
They’ll just have to learn to live with 
its rather over-the-top red digital 
display and uninspiring looks 


Hit the snooze: 

This feature dite 
but perfectly 
serviceable 
STB has a bit 
of a clock 
radio', feel 
to its design 


- Tech Labs 

Power consumption; Watts 


200 3 CKJ 

100 400 

1 

0 • SDQ 

Standby: Again, 1W 
consumption In standby 


200 

300 

>00 

400 

5 



5GQ 


Playing: The 'greenest 1 
of the group 


Setup: 

Autoscanning 
of channels 

| 3m26sec 

Tuning; Quite speedy 
to find channels 
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Home Cinema Seating 

the bigger picture 



Full Recline • 
Drinks Cooler • 
Italian Leather • 
Optional Mini Fridge • 
10 Pad Massage with Heat • 





£ 

o 


£949 


.99 per seat 

with discount applied 





drinhstuff 

keeping you entertained 

Why buy from us? 

• In stock • 12 month guarantee 

• Free delivery • Full product support 

• Delivery in 1 -3 days • Hertfordshire showroom 



drinkstuff.com/cinema 

0845 3133352 


COUPON ONLY REDEEMABLE viatelephonewhen QUOTING HOME CINEMA CHOICE, pleasecall 0845 3133352, 
ok undue calls WILL COST NO MORE than 4 pence per minute. OFFER MAY BE WITHDRAWN atanytimewithout reason given, FREE DELIVERY appucableto ok mainlahd only. 











Cables / Interconnects AV Receivers Speakers AV Stands And Mounts 

Free Delivery on all Orders Over £10 • Free Installation Advice • Custom Cable Service 


QED Huge Summer HDMI Cable Sale 


PRICES 


Free 1 XOS iPod Dock Offer 


QED Homi 

MKMiDEritoT>iM UilLTMMH* HIIHTKI 


For a limited period. QED HOMI cables 
are on a price slash sale. Choose from 
mid-range Performance cables, high-end 
New Reference range or premium quality 
Signature cables for the absolute apex in 
audio visual quality 
Limited stocks available on all these 
cables, so act fast to take advantage of 
this amazing offer. 


performance* REFERENCE ■ SIGNATURE 





GIFT! 



Free IXOS iPod 
dock worth £79.99 
'with any KEF KMT 
speaker system 



KHT2005K2 

° NL¥ £599" 


HKEF 


KHT3005 K2 

3NLV £699" 



1m 


£31.50 

2m 


£36.00 

3m 


£41.50 

5m 

W' 

£49.50 


1m 

-£90- 

£45.00 

2m 

£4W 

£54.00 

3m 

£4tO 

£63.00 

5m 


£81.00 


1m 

£460 

£67.50 

2m 

£4*0 

£85.50 

3m 


£103.50 

5m 

M+9 

£139.50 


Atacama Equinox AV Shelving System 


Atacama equinox 
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In each case. HD pictures are 
immediately striking, boasting 
naturaL-looking coLours and crisply 
rendered detail. Their ability to pick 
out fine textures, from blades of 
grass in fields to the deLicious 
culinary detail of Raymond Blanc's 
Kitchen Secrets, makes pictures 
seem remarkably life-like and 
three-dimensional 

Helpfully, BBC HD shows a test 
card as part of its preview. All four 
boxes are able to resolve the finest 
vertical Lines of its frequency 
response pattern without trouble. 

In terms of noise, alL receivers 
display the odd twitch and flicker 
here and there, but none of the 
pictures contain excessive artefacts. 
Edges are emphatically defined, 
while large swathes of colour contain 
no smudgy pixeL noise or banding. 
The Icecrypt’s HD pictures are 
perhaps the most satisfying in terms 
of overall clarity and colour handling, 
although by no means does it stand 
head and shoulders above the rest. 
However, there are bigger 
differences between the boxes when 


watching SD channels upscaled to 
1080p. On BBC 1 and ITVI, Metronic 
and Goodmans’ image quality 
appears soft, with a fair dollop of 
mosquito noise moping around 
edges, most noticeably when dealing 
with moving objects. Captions also 
look a Little softer than its rivals. 

Such artefacts are still present in 
the Icecrypt and Hu max’s SD 
pictures, but they do look a touch 
sharper and more stabLe. It’s worth 
bearing in mind that many of the 
artefacts in any Freeview picture can 
be attributed to shortcomings in the 
source broadcasts or the varying 
bitrates used for different channels. 

On the audio side, the Humax 
sounds clear and dynamic with all of 
our test programmes. All four boxes 
in fact deliver speech with authority 
and cope admirably with the rigours 
of everyday TV soundtracks, no 
matter which cable you’ve 
connected. Also, remember that you 
can enjoy multichanneL DoLby Digital 
soundtracks when you connect any 
of these boxes to your receiver via 
HDMI or digital audio output. 


I plugged the Humax HD-FOX T2 
into my home network and was 
distinctly impressed by the sharp 
and punchy music playback. 

What’s more, the menu system is 
fast and loads up MP3 files without 
fuss - such slick network 
functionality is a very valuable 
string to Humax’s bow. 

Both the Humax and Icecrypt aLso 
play back music files from USB sticks 
and again the quality is terrific. Unlike 
the Humax, the Icecrypt additionally 
plays DivX HD and other hi-def 
videos from USB, We tried out 
Elephants Dream and a few HD 
movie trailers and they looked 
stunningly sharp and glitch-free, 

PERFORMANCE 

Round-up: As far as high-definition 
picture quaLity is concerned there’s 
very Little in it, but a strong showing 
with SD content (which, Let's face it, 
you'U be watching most of the time) 
reveaLs the Icecrypt to be the best 
overall picture performer 

icecrypt T22QG: 06000 
Humax HD-FOX T2: 06000 
MetronicT2 HD: 00600 
Goodmans GDB3QQHD: 06000 


GOODMANS GDB300HD-*£150 Approx -> www.harvardplc.com 



In brief 

A receiver identicalin specification 
to modeLs from sister Harvard PLC 
brands Bush and Grundig, 
Goodmans’ GDB300HD catches the 
eye with its curved-edged design and 
slim build, and benefits from 
simple-to-use onscreen menus and 
excellent ERG features including 
two-day J banner browsing’. Like the 


Metronic T2 HD, it skimps on 
extra-curricular features In favour 
of keeping costs down. Good news 
if you’re after a f rills-free Freeview 
HD upgrade, but not if you want to 
dip your toes into the world of 
multimedia playback or external hard 
drive recording. 


Finishing 

touch: 

The front fascia 
blue lighting 
display is just 
for show 


-» Tech Labs 


Power con sumption: Watts 



Idling: Par for the 
STB course 


Playing: A similar 

result to the Metronic 


Setup: 


I Autoscanning 
I of channels 

■ 2m 5 6 sec 

Tuning: The quickest 
of the grouptest 
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Final standings 



I t's early days for the Free view HD 
market, but if this first wave of receivers 
is anything to go by, the future’s looking 
bright and very sharp indeed. But in any 
contest there have to be winners and 
losers - and bringing up the rear is the 
Metronic T2 HQ It's a perfectly serviceable 
receiver that delivers crisp, punchy hi-def 
pictures and sports a delectably slim design, 
but the onscreen displays, operating speed, 
features and SD pictures simply don't match 
up to the quality of the other three. 

Taking third spot is the Goodmans 
GDB300HD, which goes about its business 
with slickness and simplicity, offering decent 
image quality along the way. Onscreen 
banner browsing, a terrific EPG and an 
intuitive remote also earn it points, but build 
quality is poor and it Lacks some features. 
The top spot is a tough call. Both the 
Icecrypt T2200 and Humax HD-FOX T2 


make convincing cases for the goLd medaL, 
elevating themselves into contention with 
enticing features like digital media playback 
from USB and the promise of future PVR 
functionality. Both perform well with HD 
and SD programmes, and the Icecrypt is 
to be appLauded for including hi-def video 
playback and two Cl sLots. 


But, as an overaLl package, the Humax 
convinces most. Its superior remote, usability 
and externaL design may seem minor plus 
points, but they make a reaL difference in 
everyday use. However, the addition of DLNA 
networking is the real clincher, turning the 
Humax into an effective media streamer. It's 
the most expensive, but worth every penny 



VERDICT 

Humax HD-FOX T2 
£180 Approx 

Highs: Build quality; media 
streaming & USB pLayback; 

HD/5D pictures 
Lows: No HD video pLayback; 

no Cl slot 

Performance: 00000 

Design: 06000 

Features: 06000 

Overall:! O0OOG 

-* Specifications 

Tuner: yes DVB-T2/DVB-T 
Start: yes2 (one RGB) 
Component video out: no 
USB: yes on the back 
HDMl: yes with upscaling to 
720p/1 D 8 OS/1080p 
RF input; vs plus loopthrough 
Stereo phono output: ve 
D igital audio output: yes optical 
(Dolby Digital Plus) 
Ethernet: me for DLN A 
networking, upgrades and 
future services 
Cl slot: no 

Dimensions: 280 (w) x 45(h) x 
2QQ(d)mm Weight: 1.42kg 
Other features: Eight-day EPG; 
plays media from external USB 
HDD; network streaming (DivX, 
MP3, JPEG): MHEG interactive 
services; Audio Description; 
subtitles; aspect ratio settings; 
channel list; favourites; 
software upgrade by USB & 
over-the-air 



HCC VERDICT 

Icecrypt T2200 
£160 Approx 

Highs: Build quality; two Cl slots; 
file format support; HD and SD 
pictures; Ul design 
Lows: Remote; no onscreen 
banner browsing; sluggish EPG 

Performance: O06G0 
Design: 06000 

Features: 06000 

Overall: O0QG0 


■* Specifications 

Tuner; yes DVB-T2/DVB-T 
Start: yes 2 (one RGB) 
Component video out: no 
USB: vies on the front 
HDMl: vs with upscaling to 
720p/1080i/lQ80p 
RF input: vs plus loopthrough 
Stereo phono output: no 
Digital audio output; yes optical 
(Dolby Digital Plus) 
Ethernet; yes for upgrades and 
future services 
□ slot: vs x 2 
Dimensions: 2GG(w) x 46(b) x 
190(d)mm Weight: 1.2kg 
Other features: DivX HD, MKV, 
M2TS, DivX, MP3, MPEG-4, AVI 
support via USB: seven-day 
EPG; MHEG interactive 
services; Audio Description; 
subtitles; aspect ratio settings; 
channel list; favourites; 
software upgrade by USB & 
over-the-air 


3rd 






■St' 

- 



VERDICT 

Goodmans GDB3G0HD 
£150 Approx 

Highs: Distinctive design and Ul; 
so Lid HD pictures; onscreen 
banner browsing 
Lows: Build quality; soft SD 
pictures; no USB playback 

Performance: 06000 
Design: 06000 
Features: 06000 

Overall: QOOOO 


-» Specifications 

Tuner: yes DVB-T2/DVB-T 
Scart: yes 2 (one RGB) 
Component video out: no 
USB; yes for firmware 
upgrades only 
HDMl: yes with upscaling to 
720p/1080i/1080p 
RF input: vies plus loopthrough 
Stereo phono output: m 
Digital audio output: yes optical 
(Dolby Digital Plus) 
Ethernet: yes for upgrades and 
future services 
Cl slot; wo 

Dimensions: 257(w) x 42(h) x 
165(d) mm 
Weight: 0.8kg 
Other features: Eight-day EPG; 

MHEG interactive services; 
Audio Description; subtitles; 
first-time instalL; aspect ratio 
settings; set reminders; channel 
List; favourites; software 
upgrade by USB & 
over-the-air 



4th 


HCC VERDICT 

Metronic T2 HD 
£150 Approx 
Highs: Slim design; crisp 
HD pictures 
Lows: Remote; Limited now/next 
banner; soft SD pictures; no 
USB port; cLunky menus 

Performance: 06000 
Design: 06000 
Features: 06000 

Overall:©©©©© 

-* Specifications 

Tuner: yes DVB-T2/DVB-T 
Scart: yeI (RGB) 
Component video out: wo 
USB: wo 

HDMl; yes with upscaling to 
720p/lQ80i/1080p 
RF input; ves plus Loopthrough 
Stereo phono output: wo 
Digital audio output: vs optical 
(Dolby Digital) 
Ethernet: yes for upgrades and 
future services 
Cl slot: no 

Dimensions: 295(w) x 40(h) x 
170(d) mm 
Weight: 0.9kg 
Other features: Seven-day EPG; 

low power standby mode 
with external microcontroller; 
MHEG interactive services; 

Audio Description; 
subtitles; first-time install; 
aspect ratio settings; 
set reminders; 
channel list: favourites 
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h j fj Central London’s One Stop Electronics Superstore 


SONY JVC Panasonic 403*9 lg Authorised UK Dealers /*«»« 


Toshiba OYAMAHA 


SHARP 

LE600 Series 



AQUGS 1QSQP Full HD Screen 
LED Baddigtit TV with New X- 
{jEN Panel, Mercury Free, Era 
Features a 3 HDMI Inputs 


AQUQS IDSDp Full HD LED 
Backlight with IQQHz, USB 
Input for JPEG / MP3 Playback, 
Eco Features Si 4* HDMI 


9MJ/A 


r~ 


S' 


TOSHIBA 

46XVG35DB 


C SWI POO 1 



46" ftegza XV Series FUll 
HD 1DS0P Digital LCD TV 
with Meta Brain, Resolution 
Plus, Active Vision IQQhz & 
4 jf HDMI 


M 


£799.95 


37XV635DB 



D 


37* Regza XV Senes FULL HD 
10DOP Digital LCD TV with 
Meta Brain, Auto View, Active 
Vision MlOOHD Pro & 4x HDMI 


£569.95 


caooo 


Series 



40" Senes S Ultra Slim Crystal 
Design FULL HD 1060P LED TV 
with Mega Dynamic Contrast 
Ratio, 2Q0hz Motion Plus & 
Medi#2.0 


PS5QC7000 



50" 3D FULL HD Plasma TV 
with Froovlew HD, HDMIV4, 
1MH2, Internets TV, Wireless 
LAN Adaptor Support, Connect 
Share Movie 
Also Available In 63" 


mm 


C5800 


Series 



FREEVIEW HD Slim l£D TV 
with DLNA, 2 USB & HDMIx4 


Available in 32", 37"40” & 46" 


LZI] 


BDCS200 


High Definition Blu-ray DVD 
Player with 250GB Internal 
Memory + 6 FREE BLU-RAY 
FILMS 




£399.95 


Panasonic 


SONY 


TXP50G20 In-Store Only 


FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


Wm 


50" Full HD Plasma Televsfon 
with Frcevicw HD and Frccsat 
HD and 600Hz Technology 

With Free Delivery 
Also Available Tn 32", 40", 
46", 55" & 65" 

Available In-State Only 


M Will HI 


TXP46S20 in-store onlyl 



FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


46" Full HD Plasma Tdevsfon 
with Frcevicw HD and 600 Hz 
Technology, X.V Colour, 24p 
Cinema Vision 6. HDMI Link 

Available In-Stare Only 


£899.99 


TX132S10 



32" VIERA FULL HD LCD TV 
with Wide IPS Alpha Panel, 
20,000:1 Contrast, VIERA Link 
, VIERA Image Viewer (JPEG') 

& V-Audio Surround 


£449.95 


DNIPBDB0 


Multi-Region Blu-Ray DVD 
Player with 5D Card Sfot, 

USB, VIERA CAST, BD-Lrve, 
x.v.Colour, Picture Adjustment 
, Might Surround Mode, Super 
Hi Speed Scan & VIERA Link + 
1 FREE FILMS SLUMDOG + 
ANGEL AND DEMONS 




£159.95 


K DL4DZ5B0 0 In-Stn re On ty 


FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


r ca 


4C" (102cm) Full HD 1080 
LCD Television with Integrated 
Freesat, Motionflow 2Q0Hz, 
Applicant'", USB Media Player 
El 4X HDMI 

Also Available in 40", 46" 5 52" 

jr BE:" 3 


£859,95 



KDL40NX803 In-StareOnly 


FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


40" (102cm), Full HD 1030, 
LCD TV with Monolithic Design, 
Edge led a built-in Wi-FI 


EX603 Series 



FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


Full HD 1 DSD, LCD TV with 
Edge LED, slim frame SiWi-Fi 
Ready for access to online 
rantent 

Available In-Store Only 

ES 

nr, BE 3 



Multi-Region Full HD lQDQp 
t BlyRay Player, x.v.Colgr, BD- 
I Live r Built-in USB Pot a DVD 
Upscaling via HDMI + 2 FREE 
BLU-RAY FILM 


£219.95 




BUY NOW PAY LATER! INTEREST FREE CREDIT* for 10 Months 


*Avaliable on Orders over £750 


*Subject to status 



Hi-Fi Components 


Speakers & Subwoofers 


| AVR-137..., 

, AVR-145.... 


. £229.' 

. £229.99 

Nad C326. £239.99 

? Nad C316. .,,,£199.99 

Marautz PM-5003(5). *£179,99 

® Ma ratitz CD- 5003... ........ ....£1 99.99 

™ Teac AR-650. £CALL 

B ; Teac PDD2620. £129 99 

Yamaha AS-700.. £359.99 

m Yamaha CD5-700.,. ,.£279.99 

Marahtz PM-4DD1 ose. £159.99 

Ma rantz PM-60t>2( 5).......... £ 249.99 

9 M Teac AG-790. £CALL 

F — HARMAN KARDON HK3390....£239,99 

HARMAN KARDON HD-9R0. £ 199.991 

HARMAN KARDON HD-990. £339.99| 

Yamaha AX-397.*. £174,9 


..i 119.99 


I LNFtNtlY SW10. 

J»L £5150 BLK, CHERRY, SEECH.,, -£199 99 I 
JBL ES250PW BLK, CHERRY, BEECH ....£299-99 1 

I JBL ESlOO BLK.. £469.99| 

" •JBLE59D BLJK........™..™..... 

MESBO BLK.... 

JBLLBM Black. £599.991 

JBL ESSO BLK... ...,.£169,991 

| JBL £520 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH...„£ 139.991 

| IBLES25BLK, CHERRY, BEECH... 

Mission MV-fi.(E*-Display). 


Mission MV’S..(Ex-Display). £ 169.991 

Wharf dale Diamond 10.5. .,,.£199.991 

Wharf dale Diamond 10.10 MX-SUB.. £269.9$! 

IMFINITfT BETA 40 ■ 3-Way Dual 6-1 /T 
F □□ r Rtan r i ng Loudspeaker Featuring Pat¬ 
ented CMMU'" Dnvers fprice per par)-.-., 
. £189.99 


Better sound through research^ 


Base Lifestyle MM* «KIV fflkWISH. 

So*eV-:0(HEW) .-.-. 

Bose V35 

„.,..£CALL 

...EJ499.93 

LIFESTYLE® VIA Home Entertain¬ 
ment system 

Bose V3i ... 

...E4499.99 


iltiHD dlblllty” 

flosc 3.2.1 MH!l! . 

Bore 37.1 GS.— ........................ 

. £CALL 

.— fCALL 

^5f> 

for your DYD nlaycr a'id 

Bore 3.2.1 GSX System.-.—. ......—... 

Bose SoundDocfc Whitfr'Blaok . 

Bore S«indDock Portable..- ... 

Sore Ml ) »t Y..™ . 

Bore AM4 1 _ 

—CCALL 

-fCALL 

_ CCALL 

. ECALL 

.-.-.ECALL 

mher c.oh'ipD'ie-its. interim 
nMT M tU'ie ' With KDS. 

Video Uu'2-Lidl-i Hrisursiypjr 
in ovipi fi Siportt U 3 (0 1 UdOp 
wet MDN'I. 

fl i -jrj j |£__ 

r[-;AL 1 



i&nsoiT AP«l ?n PmlWnmcf. . 

.fS45 JM 




2 Year Warrauty 


r.j.-jip ,uL. — hlinjcg LLL<iiii.j jjluuLurL 1 


tJ 



TEAC CRHZESiB - CD 

Mcrg, Compgn^it with USB/ 
SD/iPod Interface, Supports 
. CO, CQ-R/RW and MP3 Jscs 
& DAB/AM/FM Stereo RDS 

Tuner. . MD9.» 


Micro Systems 


TEAC DR H35Bi - DVD 

Micro component with 
I USB/iPod interfee, HDMI 
I Outpjt supporting lpeOp 
f & Multi-function FL dis- 
piay. £3D9.9 9 /I ' 


yr 

| Panasonic SCAKX10 

25QW rricno hhff system wtli 
I USB port,H. £129.99 


Yamaha M33DEI- K- M 

Lumporent Syston Mth iRod 
Direct Dotting vg Top Panel 
universeinuck. inw+aw 
high pnver oulput 6 2-votf 9a;s j 
Reflet Spqhere. ...£179.9^ 


■\ 


Bl u-Ray Players & Recorders 

Pa na son lc DM PBD80.... Multi-Reg ion.. £ 249.9 5 

Samsung BUP1600. £139-95 

Sony BDPS590QES&. £989.95 

Sony BO PS56G...Multi-Reg ion.. ..£229.95 

Sony BDPS360.... £149.95 

Sony BDP5760.......... £C ALL 

Sharp BDHP22H. £144.95 

Panasonic DMR8S750... £609.95 

Panasonic DMRX5350... £439,95 


DVD RECORDERS 

LG RHT497H. £199.95 

Panasonic DMRXS350... £CALL 

Panasonic DMRiZ28.Multi-Region. £174.99 

Panasonic DMREX98,250GB Multi-Region.,.. £379,95 

Sony RDRDCIOO.160GB Muiti-Region.. £239.95 

Sony ROR DC2D5....... 25 OG B Multi-Reglan....£279.95 

Toshi ba RD99 DT..Multi- Reg ion .. £214.95 


DVD & BLU-RAY HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 


.. £319.95 

f 7QQ QCi 

.Multi-Reg ion.... 

. £149.99 

.Btu-Ray.. 

. £479-95 


. £CALL 


□ □ See Our Full Range of Products Available Online 

■SShiway hifi.com 


020 

318-324 Edgware Road, 

London W2 1DY E& OEHCC Issue 182 







































































































































































































HCC PROMOTION 


Kings 
of 3D 


Samsung's next-gen 
TVs bring the excitement 
home in 2D and 3D 


H CCs sister magazine T3 recentLy took itself down 
to Stamford Bridge, home of freshly-crowned 
Barclays Premier League champions Chelsea, 
to have look at another winning team: Samsung’s FuLl 
HO 8000 series LED television, which can actualLy 
convert 2D visuals to 3D in real-time, and the Samsung 
HT-C6930W 3D home cinema system, which also 
offers FulL HD 3D Blu-ray tech. 

You can see how the team got on at the website 
www.t3.com/samsung3D, and Learn all about the 
state-of-the-art technology inside this stunning 3D 
home entertainment setup. 



SAMSUNG - 



► P560C 


, fBOfTlFr 


The Ultra CLear Panel on this LED TV 
efficiently absorbs external light and 
eliminates reflection, providing you 
with real, dynamic detail and a more 
comfortable viewing experience 


This Samsung 3D Blu-ray 
home cinema system provides 
Full HD 3D 1080p, plus built-in 
Wi-Fi connectivity with access 
to Inter net ©TV, as on 
the 8000 television 


VW. : 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE JULY 2010 










HCC PROMOTION 93 


Freevlew HD gives access to over 
40 channels including three HD ones 
- BBC HD, ITVI HD and C4HD- free 
of any monthLy subscription. That 
means you can watch all your 


favourite shows in hi-def 



With Full HD lOBOp resolution and 
LED backlighting, Samsung's LED 
TVs deliver richer, more realistic 
images. And Samsung’s LED range 
now offers more screens than 
its old-style LCD lineup 



Samsung's HyperReal 3D 
Technology continually 
optimises performance and 
image enhancement, giving you 
vibrant and crystal-dear 3D 
images across its LCD, LED and 
plasma ranges 


Active 3D glasses come with the 
set. They're lightweight, stylish 
and have in a built-in transmitter 
tohelpyouhaveatruely 
cinematic or stadium experience 
in your own front room 


Motion Pius 200Hz tech uses 
the Latest in frame-rate 
conversion technology to reduce 
flicker, so fast-moving images 
look blisteringly-dear without 
any blurring or distortion 


Mega Dynamic Contrast greatly 
improves the contrast on 
any image, so you can see 
the beauty in every detail 
without compromise 


New lnternet@TV allows you to Link 
to the f net, accessing video, music, 
sociaL networking, news, games and 
more. You can connect via Ethernet 
or an optional Wi-Fi dongle 


An exclusive 2D-to-3D real-time 
converter means you can upscale 
sports and movies to 3D that were 
originally filmed in 20 


fetors* 


LAMPAROTl C» 
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and get District 9 and 
Moon on Blu-rayl 


Subscribe to Home Cinema Choice for just 
£11.88 per quarter by Direct Debit and get 
Blu-rays worth up to £50. Plus, get every issue 
of HCC for 15% less than the cover price! 



& / * F 

Moon 

Sam Bell (Sam Rockwell) is nearing 
the end of his contract with the mining 
company, Lunar, for whom he has been 
a faithful employee for three long years* 
But two weeks shy of his departure from 
the Sarang moon base, Sam starts 
seeing and hearing things, and when a 
routine extraction goes horribly wrong, 
he discovers that Lunar has its own 
plans for replacing him and that the new 
recru it i seeri ly fa m j l ia r... 


' i m 

District 9 

With stunning SFX and gritty realism. 
District 9 plunges us into a world where 
the aliens have Landed... only to be 
exiled toaslumonthe fringes of 
hannesburg. Now, one lone human 
liscovers the mysterious secret of the 
extraterrestrial weapon technology. 
Hunted and hounded through the back 
alleys of an alien shantytown, he will 
discover what it means to be the 
ultimate outsider on your own planet. 


COPYRIGHT: £‘2009 DISTRICT 9 LTO„ ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

COPYRIGHT; -2009 LUNAR INDUSTRIES LIMITED. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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Pd like to subscribe to onb| 
and get District 9 and Moon 
on Blu-ray worth £50! 


www.myfavouritemagazlnes.co.uk/hcc/p052 

Call 0844 848 2852 
(quoting code P052) 

Lines open Monday-Friday 8am-9.30pm, 

Saturday 8am-4pm 

Or return the FREEPOST form opposite 

Got the gift already? Or want a different offer? 
Then visit: 

www.homecinemachoice.com/subscribe 



Get a gift worth £50 when you pay by 
Direct Debit 

Pay 15% less than the shop price 
Never miss an issue of HCC 
Get 13 issues per year delivered straight 
to your door 



Telephone 

If yould Like to receive emails and 5M5 from HCC and Future Publishing and its group companies containing news, 
specials offers and product and service information, please include your email and moble na below. 

Email .... 

Mobile na 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


I would like to pay £11. SB per quarter by Direct Debit (UK only) AND get 
District 9 and Moon on Blu-raytr 
Please complete the Direct Debit form 


<D 

Originator's Identification 
Number 

B 

DIRECT 

Debit 

768195 



Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits 
To the Manager (Bank name) 


.Address 


Postcode 
Name (s) of account holders) 


Branch sort code 

Ban k/Bui Idi ng Soc iety 

account number 


Ftef Mo (Office 

■use only] 


rn 



iii! : 


Signature^} 

Date 


Please pay Future Pubtshing Direct Us a ts from the account delated on this Instruction subjectto me 
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee, I understand that this instruction may remain with Future 
FMbtishing and If sp detailswiLI be passed eteanwcally to my bonk or building society 


POST YOUR ORDER 


RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO: 
cjne^ia Subscriptions, Freepost 
RSHB-JSCH-ZUST, Future 
Publishing, 10 Waterside Way, 
Northampton NN4 7XD 

TERMS AMD CONDITIONS You wilL receive 13 Issues per year. Please allow 2D days for delivery of g ft. In the unlikely 
event of stocks becoming exhausted, we reserve the right to substitute with items of a similar value or extend 
your subscription by one issue free of charge. This is a U K-anfy offer and the gift applies only to those paying via 
Direct Debit, four subscription will start with the next available issue. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive 
relevant information about products or services from Future Publishing or any of its group companies by postr or 
telephoned. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. If at any time during the tut. 160 days you are dissatisfied 
please notify us in writing and we will refund you far all unmailed issues. 


OFFER CODE P052 | OFFER ENDS JULY 31,2010 
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Stars in their eyes 

At the DTS Home Cinema Choice Awards 2010, the great and the good 
in the UK AV industry got a brief opportunity to act like Hollywood stars 


First-time winners Guy and Karin Singleton of ImagineThis look slightly 
bemused to be collecting their Installer of the Year award from Chris 
Jenkins and Dominic Holland 


L ast issue we revealed the winners of the 
coveted golden Star man statuettes In the 
2010 DTS Home Cinema Choice Awards, 
With 23 categories ranging from Best Buy TVs 
and amplifiers to media servers and discs, the 
Awards celebrate all that’s best in AV design, 
performance and innovation. But the fun doesn’t 
end with the judging; for the lucky winners, 
there’s a day in the spotlight at HOC s exclusive 
Awards ceremony 

Held again this year in the Apollo Cinema 
in London’ Piccadilly, the Awards were hosted 
by top TV funnyman Dominic HoLland, whose 
hilarious assault on AV geek in ess brought him 
perilously close to being clubbed to death with 
the winners’ statuettes. 

Boasting over 150 guests from the AV industry, 
the Awards prompted laughter, tears and 
emotional speeches - it was just like the Oscars, 
but with cheaper goody-bags. 

After the ceremony it was the usual mad dash 
to the bar for an in-depth anaLysis of the results, 
and a good old industry gossip. Here are some 
of the highlights... 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE JULY 2010 


This i. what it's oil about b”5 ^ ttan.ported 

?dfa m °nd-,,u-tad palanquin 


Home Cinema Choice Editor Chris 


lento, wl,^ keep^^Lrt 


Celebrity presenter Dominic Holland 


his 


deep 


love 


HCC 


expresses 








Samsung's Simon Storey and Darren 
Petersen with their Best Hair awards 


gazelles by 


Sagem's PR collective 


Ion collects his award 
Darth Vader theme 


nic ash from Bruges to London, 
ips looks pleased with his two 
at the thought of the trip home 


Denon's Roger Batchelor bends the ear 
at HCC audio gum Alvin Gold 


HCC ' s Ste ve May pals up 
With Sony's Lucie Speciale 


Chris and Dominic put the squeeze on 
Western Digital s Juliet Ohuaregbe 
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LN ASSOCIATION WITH 

#dts 

Digital Entertainment 

The cutting 
edge of sound 

DTS is at the forefront of surround sound technology. 

HCC reveals how the company is pioneering advanced 
audio formats and moving into exciting new areas 


EVERY HOME CINEMA FANATIC KNOWS THAT 

sound is half of the movie experience, and no 
company encompasses enthusiasm for cinema 
and domestic surround sound more than DTS. 
Founded in 1993, DTS developed a cinema sound 
system which added increased bandwidth and 
greater dynamic range to movie audio. It was 
launched to great acclaim with the release of 
Steven Spielberg’s dinosaur epic Jurassic Park, 

In 1996, DTS introduced a version of its 
system for domestic use, initially on 
LaserDisc, and since 2008 the company has 
focused solely on the home entertainment 
market. Of course, it's the emergence of 
DVD and Blu-ray which has brought 
DTS to the attention of most home 
cinema fans. The lossless 
DTS-HD Master Audio 
format has become a 
default for BD software, 
and delivers a bit- 
accurate audio experience. 

Adding symmetry 

But DTS is not the kind of 
company to rest on its laurels. 


Up and away: 

Lossless audio 
adds even mare 
fun to the 
Pixar mix 



1 








and has developed a number of exciting new 
technologies to make the most of audio data 
in a wide range of Listening environments, 

DTS Symmetry, for instance, wilL be popular 
with anyone who has ever jumped out of their skin 
at a sudden volume change in movie sound, online 
content, CD listening, or even voicemail DTS 
Symmetry baLances Loudness leveLs between 
diverse multimedia sources on your computer, 
to give a much more pleasant volume level no 
matter what audio comes in or out Another DTS 
product with PC and gaming applications is Neural 
Surround, which converts seamlessly between 
stereo and 5.1-cbannei audio, 
while DTS Surround Sensation 
Ultra PC creates a virtual 
surround effect Also new 
is DTS Boost, which offers 
listeners a dramatic increase 
in perceived loudness from 
laptop speakers. 

Consistently raising the 
bar in the world of home 
theatre, DTS looks set to 
continue delivering the movie 
experience in its purest form. 



DTS formats decoded 



DTS Express is designed for network Often featured on DVD releases, most DTS DTS-ES Is used to deliver 6.1-channel 

streaming, broadcast and internet Digital Surround soundtracks consist audio, and is encoded at constant bitrates 

applications. Encoded at constant bitrates of 5.1 channels, but can contain fewer; for up to 1509 Mbps. It includes two variants, 

with up to 5.1 channels for Blu-ray disc, it’s instance DTS 4.0 can have discrete audio DTS-ES Matrix and DTS-ES Discrete 6.1, 

commonly used on secondary audio tracks, signals for center, Left, and right channels, depending on how the sound was 

p lu s a mono s ig nal com m o n to t h e origina l ly m aste re d a nd sto red .DTS-ES 

surrounds. If s encoded at constant Matrix provides 5.1 discrete channels, with 

b if rates u p to 1.509 Mbps. a mat ri xed cente r-su rrou nd aud i o cha nne 1. 


L 
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH 



Digital Entertainment 


Five of the best 
DTS soundtracks... 

The Lord of the Rings: The Motion 
Picture Trilogy 

DTS-HD Master Audio 6.1 
The new Lord of the Rings Blu-ray 
faoxset is a real show-stopper when 
it comes to audio impact. Epic in scale, 
the mixes for all three films are 
bursting with spatial effects, booming 
LFE and immersive atmospherics. 


Up 

DTS-HD Master Audio 5J 
The latest Pixar movie doesn't just 1 
look great in hi-def, it also sounds 
superb thanks to the Blu-ray's 
lossless 5.1 mix. The amount of fine 
detailing in the DTS-HD MA audio, 
from creaking floorboards to the squeak 
of balloons bumping in to each other, 
is simply breathtaking in its precision 
and clarity. 


Terminator Salvation: Director’s Cut ' 

DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
Epic dynamic range and an incredible 
sense of directional movement make 
you feel like you’re right there, doing 
battle with Skynefs rampaging robots, 
in this sci-fi blockbuster sequel. 


Band of Brothers 

DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
The audio across this epic Spielberg- 
produced WWII TV series puts many 
film releases to shame. Youll be diving 
for cover during the battle scenes as 
bullets fly past your head and 
explosions shake you off your chair. 


Fight Club: 10th Anniversary Edition 
DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
This amazing soundtrack hits home 
like Brad Pitt’s fist in your face, thanks 
to the punishing bass and highly 
aggressive sonic steering. Yet, 
incredibly, the accomplished mix 
doesn’t lose track of the subtleties 
that exist within the aural assault. 



Digital Surround 
96/24 



DTS Digital Surround 96/24 offers 
high-quality multichannel audio on DVDs. 
Its 24bit depth means it can carry more 
audio information than 16bit CDs, 
and the 96KHz sampling rate can capture 
super high-frequencies. It’s encoded at 
constant bitrates above 1.509 Mbps. 


DTS-HD High Resolution is an optional 
surround sound format for Blu-ray, and an 
alternative to DTS-HD Master Audio where 
disc space is short. It’s encoded at 
constant bitrates above 1.509 Mbps and 
up to 6.0 Mbps for Blu-ray. 


Capable of delivering more than 7.1 
channels, DTS-HD Master Audio is 
bit-for-bit identical to the studio master. 
It’s encoded at variable bitrates above 
1.509 Mbps, and up to 24.5 Mbps for 
Blu-ray. It can also down mix to 5.1 
and two-channel. 
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Discover the gadgets 
of tomorrow only in 
this month's T3 



PLUS IPADZ AND SAMSUNG 3D TV EXCLUSIVE REVIEW 
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*4 Software highlights THE WOLFMAN Remake of '40s werewolf classic aims 
for the moon A PROPHET Cannes corker shines on Biu-ray THE ROAD Post-apocalyptic drama in 
'low on laughs' shock MAD MEN; SEASON THREE Super-stylish in HD BEING HUMAN; SERIES 2 
The worst ever flatshare THE PRISONER Less Pat McGoohan, more Ceil Block H AND MUCH MORE! 



It’s here! 


Avatar All-region BD 


9 






But not in 3D (yet). Turn to 
p!05 to discover whether the 
‘merely’ 2D Blu-ray release of 
‘the biggest film in the world’ 
will tickle you pink or just leave 
you blue in the face... 
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'We wanted cash back, Iceland, not ash' 
Volcanic clouds kibosh Wolfie's London 
tourist photo opportunities 





HC VERDICT 

The Wolfman: Extended Cut 
Universal Pictures -»R2 
DVD £20 Approx 

We say: A good-looking (and 
better sounding) DVD outing for 
the re-jigged Wolfman 

Pictu re: O00OQ 
Sound: Q00O0 
Extras:000O0 
Movie: OOQOO 

Overall:^JQQQQ 


The Wolfman had the kind of 

troubled production history that makes 
lycanthropy look like a doddle Benicio Del 
Toro’s character Lawrence Talbot only has to 
deal with turning into a hirsute kilLing machine 
whenever the moon is full - this movie had to 
struggle with its original director dropping out 
an endLess round of re-shoots and the decision 
to drop Danny Elf man's score, only to put it back 
in at the last minute 

The surprising thing then is that the finished 
feature is pretty enjoyable; a gory period horror 
romp with an all-star cast, handsome production 
values and some excellent practical effects 
from the legendary Rick Baker But journeyman 
director Joe Johnston fails to provide any visuaL 
panache to match the other ingredients, and 
there’s an over-use of fake-looking CG effects that 
seem to belong to another film altogether. 

Mark Craven: Even in this standard-def 
incarnation, this big-budget remake 
looks impressive. Presented 
anamorphically at 178:1 (opened 
slightly from the original 1,85:1 ratio), 
the transfer will soon win you over with 
some impressive detail and an accurate 
rendering of the rather subdued 
colour palette. Sadly, the nature 
of the film’s visual style (all 
moody blacks and swirling 


mists) sometimes throws up some serious hurdles 
that the SD transfer simply can't deal with. 

Steve May: The Dolby Digital 5,1 mix of The 
Wolfman is wonderfully, unapologetically 
melodramatic. The sound design throws in 
everything from horse and carriages to peeling 
thunder, while an agiLe LFE brings growling 
menace to the mix. The result is a multichannel 
dog-treat of a soundtrack with creepy crescendos 
that’ll have you yelping in delight. 

Against ail odds, the score is terrific, too. 

Elf man’s original work was famously replaced 
with a contemporary alternative from Paul 
Haslinger, before being (partially) reinstated. 
Other composers were then brought in to 
stitch It all together (Elf man was too busy on 
Alice in Wonderland ), so it’s difficult to know 
who to credit for what’s left, but the end result 
is a Gothic hoot. 

Anton van Beek: As has become common 
practise with many of the larger studios, 
The Wolfman comes to standard- 
definition DVD with an extremely meagre 
collection of extras compared to its 
BLu-ray incarnation (the Latter wasn’t 
available for review prior to release). All 
that’s on offer is a paltry collection 
of five deleted/extended 
scenes. It's enough to make 
you howl at the moon. 
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Exam 

Sony Pictures-* Region B BD 
£23 Approx 

This high-concept 
low-budget thriller 
pits eight candidates 
against one another 
in an exarrtwiththe 
winner getting a job at a mysterious 
corporation. The catch? There’s only 
one correct answer, but no question,.. 
Writer-director Stuart Hazeldine cranks 
up the tension as the candidates try 
to figure out what is going on, but is 
let down by variable performances 
and a rather obvious twist at the end. 
The disc itself features an 
unexceptional AVC 2,35:1 encode 
(in 108Qi) and regular lossy DD5.1 
Extras include a commentary and 
behind-the-scenes footage AvB 



Valhalla Rising 

Momentum Pictures-* Region B BD 
£18 Approx 

Bronson director 
Nicolas Winding Refn 
continues his 
cinematic meditation 
on violence with this 
gory and surreal art-house movie set 
during the 12th Century, Mads Mikkelsen 
plays One-Eye, a former slave and 
rather handy warrior who joins a group 
of Vikings who have found Christianity 
on a journey to the Holy Land. This 
remarkable film debuts on a superb BD, 
with phenomenal digital photography 
providing plenty for the AVC 2,40:1 
1080p encode to work with. The 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix is equally solid, and 
the package is rounded out with a 
Making of m and commentary. AvB 



Armored 

Sony Pictures-* All-region BD 
£23 Approx 

Its been a while since 
I last saw a good 
heist movie. Having 
now watched this 
new flick from 
Predators director Nimrod Antal, that 
situation hasn't changed. I really 
wanted to like Armored, and there is 
plenty to admire in the performances 
and the direction. But the story itself is 
so generic, so predictable that you can 
never really engage with it. At least 
Sony’s BD features a wonderfully 
detailed and dimensional AVC 2.40:1 
encode, a big, bottom-heavy DTS-HD 
MA 5.1 mix, and a reasonable batch of 
extras including a commentary and 
MovielQ functionality AvB 



Where the Wild 
Things Are 

Warner Home Video-*All-region BD/ 
R2 DVD-* £23 Approx 

This children's book 
adaptation isn’t 
reallyfor kids at all. 
While little’uns will 
find much to enjoy 
about this tale of a young boy and the 
monsters he befriends, in the hands of 
director Spike Jonze it has been 
transformed intoa piece of intriguing 
art-house cinema. It’s a visual treat, too, 
and the Blu-ray's VC-12,40:1 encode is 
true to the source - right down to the 
occasional soft shot and a couple of 
problematic night sequences. 
Meanwhile, the DTS-HD MA 5.1 is rich 
and full of stomping bass, and the 
extras are worth investigating, AvB 








We predict 
a riot 


siege of an armoured car in one sequence, 
the gunfire that ensues is brutal. 

In addition to the French Language DTS track, 
there is also a stereo LPCM option. Also note that 
as the picture is framed for 1,85:1 English subtitles 
sit in the picture area. 

Anton van Beek: While it doesn’t initially appear 
to offer a great deal of features, there’s a fair 
amount of depth to the extras that are to be found 
on Gptimium’s Blu-ray pLatter. The best of the 
bunch are the Demure Les Barreaux - a 72-minute 
documentary revisiting some of the locations and 
locals who appear in the film, culminating with a 
screening of the movie for them - and Un 
Prophdie & Chataney - a 24-mfn analysis of the 
making of the film and prison life. Joining them are 
four deleted scenes with or without commentary 
(sadly the audio can’t be changed on the fly), 
a 15-minute Making of. featurette, five minutes 
of screen tests, nine minutes of rehearsal footage 
and the trailer. All extras, except the trailer, are 
presented in standard-definition. 


VERDICT 

A Prophet 
Optimum Region B BD 
£23 Approx 
We say: An impressive hi-def 
package for a superlative 
modern thriLler 

Picture: 06)000 

Sound: ooooo 
Extras: ooooo 
Movie: ooooo 

0veraLl:OOOO@ 


Do believe the hype: one of the 
best BD flicks you'll see all year 


A Prophet has been surrounded by a 
huge buzz ever since it wowed critics and grabbed 
the Grand Prize of the Jury at Last year’s Cannes 
Film Festival. And remarkably, this French crime 
drama actually exceeds the hype. 

Newcomer Tahar Ramin is a revelation 
as French-Arab convict Malik, whose six-year 
incarceration leads him to a terrible decision to 
ally with the Corsicans who run his prison. What 
follows is an unpredictable, unforgettable and 
emotionally draining crime saga, pulled together 
masterfully by director Jacques Audiard, One of 
the best films you’ll see all year. 

Mark Craven: Optimum’s Blu-ray release of 
A Prophet packs an AVC 1,85:11080p encode 
that’s unlikely to win awards, but which captures 
the grim and gritty look of the material admirably. 
The prison interiors, where so much of the story 
is set, are unsurprisingly dominated by whites, 
greys and bLacks, all buzzing with a finely textured 
layer of grain. That said, the picture retains an 
impressive amount of clarity and detail, resulting 
in a surprising sense of depth. And when the 
action finaLLy moves outside the prison walls 
you get the chance to see just how robust the 
coLour presentation is. 

Sfeve May: Hardly an obvious demo disc, but this 
gritty drama uses the breadth and fidelity of its 5.1 
DTS-FID MA soundtrack to create a convincing, 
claustrophobic world. Much of the weight is 
across the L/C/R but realistic detail is everywhere. 
And there’s also bold use of dynamics - during a 


> 
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104 AVATAR -> THE ROAD-* TV ON BLU-RAY 


End credits 

Post-apocalypse movie that's 
explosive without explosions 

The Road is the antithesis of the kind of 

apocalyptic tales Hollywood typically Loves to 
spin. Adapted from the novel by Cormac 
McCarthy 7Tie Road eschews the reliance on 
speciaL effects found in soulless bLockbusters like 
2012, instead delivering a more affecting, human 
take on the end of the world. Director John 
HilLcoat doesn’t care how the worLd ended - 
it's enough to say that it has as we follow a 
father and son (Viggo Mortensen and Kodi 
Smit-McPhee) trekking across post-apocalyptic 
America simply frying to stay aLive and find 
salvation. The result is a magnificently raw piece 
of fiLmmaking that demands to be experienced. 
Mark Craven: The Roads AVC 2.40:1 encode 
opens with a burst of coLour as bright, vividly 
rendered flowers and trees fill the screen. It’s 
beautiful stuff, the likes of which wiLL only be seen 
fLeetingly again. For the most part this Is a 
resolutely dark, almost monochromatic movie 
perfectly suiting its apocalyptic themes. ‘Each day 
is more grey than the one before’ says Morten sen's 
character early in the film, and this BD’s imagery 
hammers the fact home. But if there’s not much 
to talk about when it comes to coLour 
reproduction, detailing is strong throughout - 
making the most of the dirty, decrepit landscapes 
the characters inhabit. The amount of post- 
production colour grading means that the encode 
doesn’t always look natural, but it’s never 
over-pro cessed. 

Steve May: For a DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 mix, 
The Road is surprisingly straight and narrow, 
focusing aLmost entirely across the front 
sound stage. There are some sonic potholes 



HCC VERDICT 

The Road Icon Region B BD 
£20 Approx 

V\te say: This uncompromising 
and chilLing apocaLyptic drama 
benefits from a sympathetic 
ESIu-ray package 

Picture; 00000 

Sound: ©00O0 

Extras: O00OG 

Movie: OO0OO 

Overa 11:00600 


on offer, particularly when unnamed-father and 
son are caught amid a forest of dying, uprooting 
trees, but for the most part the soundtrack is 
monophonic and unapologeticaLLy uneventful. 

The minimal score, by regular collaborators Nick 
Cave and Warren Ellis, is suitably glum. Unlike the 
histrionics of 2072, The Road suggests that the end 
of the world is nothing to get excited about. The 
result is a soundtrack that's about as much fun 
as a sleepover in a cannibal’s celLar. 

Anton van Beek: The Road isn’t exactly 
overflowing with extra features - but instead opts 
for a quaLity over quantity approach to its bonus 
material. Director John HiLLcoat provides a 
fascinating chat-track (hidden in the Set-Up 
menu) that looks at the attraction of the project, 
the challenges he faced making it and his feelings 
on the Test Screening process (he’s not what 
you'd call a fan). Video-based extras take the form 
of a 12min Making of ... featurette, a 14min interview 
with the director and a gallery of 36 behind-the- 
scenes photos and pieces of concept art. The 
interview and featurette are both presented in 
1080i, while the gallery is in lOSOp. 


WalLander 


2 Entertain-* All-region BD 
£50 Approx 



The BBC’s superb 
English-language 
adaptation of 
Henning Mankell’s 
Swedish crime novels 
makes for a great hi-def experience. 
Featuring cinematography hy the Likes 
of Anthony Dod Mantle (Slumdog 
Millionaire and Antichrist) and shot on 
RED cameras, it's hardly surprising that 
the six feature-length episodes included 
on this four-disc set look outstanding, 
presented as AVC 1,78:1 encodes in their 
original 108Qi50 format. The audio is no 
slouch either, benefiting from 
atmospheric DTS-HD MA 5.1 mixes. 
Extras include a lengthy doc on 
Mankell’s novels and more. AvB 



The Prisoner: 

The Complete Collection 

I TV Studios Home Entertainment 
Region B BD-*£30 Approx 

When it comes to TV 
remakes, for every 
6a ttlestar Galactica 
there’s alwaysa 
couple of Flash 
Gordons waiting to stink up the 
schedules. And while this unnecessary 
refit of the cult '60s series is thankfully 
no Flash Gordon , it’s no classic either. 
Still, this two-disc BD release is tasty 
with colour-packed and textured 
1080i50178:1 encodes, and 
atmospheric, enveloping DTS-HD 
M A 5.1 mixes. Each of the six episodes 
is accompanied by deleted scenes 
and a pair of short Making of .. 
featurettes. AvB 




Mad Men: 

Season Three 

L ionsgate AU-reg io n B D 
£40 Approx 

The third season of 
this acclaimed TV 
drama delivers the 
best batch of 
episodes to date, and 
it continues to look razor-sharp on 
Blu-ray; the AVCUB:! 1 OBOp encodes 
spread across this three-disc set are 
uniformly excellent, And if the DTS-HD 
MA 5,1 mix doesn’t quite come up to the 
same lofty standards (the rears are used 
more for atmosphere than dynamism) 
it’s worth remembering that this is a TV 
series. As with previous sets, every 
episode gets at least one commentary, 
and there are heaps of other fascinating 
extras squeezed in. AvB 



Being Human: 
Series 2 

2 Entertain-* All-region BD 
£30 Approx 

This second run of 
the BBC Three series 
about a vampire, 
werewolf and ghost 
f latshare builds 
brilliantly on the groundwork of the first 
season. It also makes for a pleasing 
hi-def experience, with this three-disc 
BD set delivering impressive 1080i 1.78:1 
encodes of all eight episodes. There's a 
generous spread of extras, too, including 
hidden content on Disc One (let the 
menu loop a few times...) and 
be h i nd-th e-scenes featurettes s pread 
across the other two discs. The only sore 
point is the DD2.0 audio. A series this 
imaginativedeservesafulL5.1mix. MC 
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Rhapsody in blue 

Sonically and visually stunning, but were holding out for the 3D version 


Avatar is officiary the biggest film in 

the world with box office takings in excess of 
$2.7bilLion. But as McDonalds and NickLeback 
have shown, just because something is 
phenomenalLy popular, it doesn’t necessarily 
mean it p s actually any good. And stripped of its 
spectacular 3D trappings for this initial release 
(sureLy, the movie’s whole raison d'etre), the flaws 
in James Cameron’s epic sd-fi are more obvious 
than ever While there’s still fun to be had the 
derivative storyline (Dances with Pocahontas in 
Space) and one-dimensional characters will leave 
you wishing that the filmmaker could recapture 
the magic he demonstrated in scripts likeAZ/ens 
and The Terminator 

Mark Craven: Whatever you think of Avatar as a 
film, you can’t fault the quality of the AVC 1080p 
encode hosted on this Blu-ray reLease. i couldn’t 
find any trace of artificial sharpening, compression 
artefactingor noise anywhere, just incredibly 
detailed and vibrant visuals. Superlatives just 
don’t do the imagery justice. However, there is one 
small caveat (outside of the whole 2D-3D thing), 
and that’s the framing. When shown ’flat’ at 
cinemas the film was presented in 2.35:1, while the 
3D version was opened to 1.85:1, For some reason, 
Cameron has decided that this 2D BD will only 
carry an open matte version framed at 1.78:1, and 
the re-framing does become apparent in some 
scenes due to dead space in the image and odd 


subtitle placement for Na’vi dialogue. But it’s 
certainly not enough to make me alter my opinion 
that this is the hj-def benchmark all other Blu-ray 
transfers will be judged against. 

Steve May: About as perfect a b Lock buster 
soundtrack as is possible to imagine, Avatar 
makes for a thriLling audio experience. Delivered in 
5.1 DTS-HD Master Audio, the sound design offers 
layer upon layer of detail and incident. From Jake 
SulLy’s arrival on Pandora, where he narrowly 
avoids the clumping LFE of an AMP mech, to the 
numerous pounding action sequences that lead to 
the assault on the Tree of Souls, this is delicious 
demo material. Of course it’s not just the action 
sequence that rock. The atmospherics are (ahem) 
three-dimensional as well. When you’re in the 
Pandoran jungle, you’re enveloped with subtle 
FoLey effects. Back at the RDA base, the sound of 
military-grade hardware is equally omnipresent. In 
many ways the level of immersion offered by this 
audio ingenuity compensates for the Lack of 3D. 
Anton van Beek: This initial BD release is devoid 
of extra features - there’s not even a BD-Live link 
to the featurettes and other bits n' bobs that wilL 
reportedly be housed on the film's offictaL website 
(but which still weren’t accessible two weeks 
after the disc’s release). !f it’s extras you want, 
you’ll just have to buy the ultra-super-special- 
mega-edition that Cameron has promised will 
arrive in the run-up to Christmas, 




HOC VERDICT 

Avatar-* 20th Century Fox 
All-region BD 
£30 Approx 

We say The ultimate AV demo 
disc - but without a 3D version 
of the film or any extras, it's only 
a stopgap reLease 

Picture: O0QOQ 
Sound: OQGO0 
Extras: 00000 

Movie; OG0OQ 

Overall:00©Q© 
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Kelly’s Heroes 

Warner Home Videos All-region BD 
£18 Approx 

Credit due to Warner 
for releasing this 
classic WW2 action 
comedy in hi-def P 
but those hoping 
for a definitive release may feel- 
shortchanged. The only extra on offer 
is the original theatrical trailer, and the 
178:1 image shows signs of print 
damage and some grain-filled shots. 
That said, the punchy colour palette 
will be a revelation to those used to 
seeing the film on TV/DVD, and the 
image is generally sharp and detailed. 
The DTS-HD MA 51 reboot of the 
original two-channel audio is also nicely 
put together, and adds some real flair 
to the bullet-filled final act. MC 



Clash of 
the Titans 

Warner Home Videos All-region BD 
£18 Approx 

Whisper it, but the 
original Clash of the 
Titans is a bit of 
a chore to sit through. 
Whenever the 
Kraken, Medusa or some other 
stop-motion beastie appears, things are 
fine, but the rest is a badly-acted, bland 
take on Greek mythology. Warner's BD 
occasionally looks magnificent, but 
unsurprisingly the VC-1185:1 encode is 
hampered by old-fashioned optical FX. 
More pleasing is the decision to include 
a lossless DTS-HD MA 2.0 incarnation of 
the film's original stereo mix. The only 
extrasare a chat with Ray Hanyhausen 
and some mini featurettes, AvB 



Road to Perdition 

20th Century Fox Ail-region BD 
£23 Approx 

In the intro filmed for 
this disc, director Sam 
Mendes reveals that 
he wasn't convinced 
by Blu-ray until he 
was presented with this new hi-def 
encode. And having experienced the 
subdued but brilliantly nuanced and 
filmic AVC 2.40:1 encode image for 
myself, it's easy to see why he r s changed 
his mind. Joining the stunning picture 
and DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix are some 
superb extras - the chat track, deleted 
scenes and HBO Special from the DVD 
are joined byanewdoc about 
cinematographer Conrad Hall and an 
interactive library'of interviews, 
production art and more, AvB 






Apollo 13 

Universal Pictures ■+ All-region BD 
£20 Approx 



Like the events it 
depicts, this hi-def 
release 'has a 
problem'. While not 
a write-off, the AVC 
2.40:1 lOSOp encode is simply not as 
good as we were expecting. Some 
sequences look great while others 
suffer from obvious DNR issues, but 
the biggest problem of all is that it 
is afflicted by contrast boosting that 
actually eliminates fine detail in 
a number of shots. It’s particularly 
annoying, because the rest of the disc 
holds up well - the DTS-HD MA 5,1 mix 
packsa punch during the launch 
sequence and there are some 
worthwhile extras. MC 


Oh! What a 
lovely war 

Spielberg's WWII epic now 
on the Blu-ray front line 

Saving Private Ryan is a 

rollicking piece of Boy’s Own cinema - a World 
War 0 drama that plays up the thrills and violence 
of warfare, all the while making sure that it's 
couched in a poignant story. But there’s one 
problem - we all remember the film’s devastating 
opening act, but everything that follows feels 
slightly f iabby and anticLimactic. Is it the 
masterpiece that so many cLaim it to be? 

Mark Craven: SPR arrives on Blu-ray with an 
Intriguing AVC 185:1 encode. Technically I've no 
complaints with the HD image at all - even the 
most frenetic sequences, such as the Omaha 
Beach landing, are free from digital imperfections. 
However, comparison with previous DVD 
releases demonstrates that the picture on the BD 
is considerably brighter, ditchingcrushed blacks 
in favour of a more nuanced and natural-looking 
picture. As it’s been ages since ! saw SPR at a 
cinema, I've no idea which is more accurate to 
the original look, but director Steven Spielberg 
approved this hi-def transfer, so I’ll go with that, 
Steve May: This WWII epic is often held upas a 
superior example of movie sound design. And yes, 
the film grips from the first reel with this DT5 5,1 
HD MA mix. One concern, though, is the painful 
shrillness of the mix, I found things improved 
dramatically with THX post processing, with 
dialogue in particular benefiting, 

interestingly, Paramount has admitted that 
the first run of BDs (including our sample) 




VERDICT 

Saving Private Ryan: 2-Disc SE 
Paramount-* AIL Region BD 
£25 Approx 
We say: Despite a few quibbles, 
this movie still enthralls on BD 

Pictu re: O00OO 
Sound: 00600 

Extras: 06600 
Movie: 00600 


0 verall:OQQQ( 


suffered from an audio sync issue that occurred 
during TechnicoLour's authoring process. 

This was something I spotted in Chapter 15, 

Piaf * UK customers who have already purchased 
the BD can call 0800 0852 613 (for free) to get 
details on how to receive a replacement copy. 

Corrected Blu-ray discs will have a YELLOW 
UPC code/symboL on the back. 

Anton van Beek: All of the bonus features on 
this release are relegated to a second Biu-ray 
disc and are all presented in standard-definition, 
with the exception of a couple of trailers (both 
in 1080p), There's nothing that owners of 
previous DVD releases won’t have seen before, 
but the nine featurettes remain as informative as 
ever and compensate for the fact that Spielberg 
refuses to record commentary tracks. Rounding 
out the disc is the 88-minute documentary 
Shooting Wan which chronicLes World War II 
through archival footage. 
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PLAYBACK T07 


Dying for a pint 

Vampire genre reboot is a bloody impressive affair 




Daybreakers serves up an intriguing 

twist on the vampire flick and finds fresh bLood 
in a genre most fans thought had been milked dry. 
Mixing together horror, sci-fi and noir, the film 
is set in the near future, where a vampinc virus 
has taken hold and almost all humans have been 
converted. With blood supplies nearly exhausted, 
vampire scientist Edward Dalton (Ethan Hawke) 
spends his nights working (unsuccessfully) on an 
artificial substitute - only to have his world turned 
upside down when he meets a group of human 
survivors who offer another alternative: a cure. 
Mark Craven: Another Blu-ray release from 
Lionsgate that works hard to accurately replicate 
some potentially tricky source material While the 
film itself was shot using Panavision Genesis HD 
cameras, it isn't demo material thanks to 
the constant coLour manipulation that 
loads up on deep blacks and strips 
most colours out of the vampires' 
worLd. There’s a whole load of grain, too. 

That said, it's perfectly rendered, and 
when the action moves to daylight, the 
AVC 2,40:1IQSQp encode gets a chance to shine, 
Steve May: Lionsgate continues its run of 
top-notch soundtracks with this stunning 71 
DTS-HD MA mix. There are numerous examples 
of crowd-pLeasing sound design here: during an 
ambush/ear chase weapons fire ricochets around 
every corner of the extended sound field, and 
when a vamp explodes gloopy gore splatters into 
in a 360-degree sonic circle. The LFE also pumps 
appropriately during the many action set-pieces 
and Christopher Gordon’s orchestral score is 
presented with beautiful fidelity. 


Anton van Beek: The best bonus feature 
on this BD is undoubtedly the 22-part 
122-minute documentary The Making of 
Daybreakers , This behind-the-scenes epic guides 
you through every step of the film’s production, 
from the development of the story and casting, 
right up to test screenings (including discussion 
of a change that was made to the end of the film) 
and its premiere. Other extras sncLude a chat-track 
from filmmaking duo The Spierig Bros, and 
makeup/creature effects designer Steve Boyle, a 
BonusView mode with storyboards and animatics 
playing in the PiP window, a gallery of seven 
posters, theatrical trailer and the usual Lionsgate 
Blu-ray bits and pieces (LG Live link, BD Touch 
and Meta Menu functionality and Bookmarks). 


VERDICT 

Daybreakers Lionsgate 
Region B BD £25 Approx 

We say: An exceptional Blu-ray 
package for an inventive 
and entertaining twist on 
vampire mythology 

Picture: ooooo 
Sound: OQOOQ 
Extras: ooooo 

Movie; OOOOO 

Overall:00000 


Raging Phoenix 

Cine Asia-* All-region BD 
£25 Approx 

Living up to the 
promise of herdebut 
flick ChocoiateJ ha i 
action star JeeJa 
Yanin’s second 
cinematic outing is a blast. Not only 
do you get plenty of sensational fight 
choreography but also a delightfully 
daft plot involving making perfume 
from the tears of kidnapped women. 
Brilliant! This AVC 1.78:11080p encode 
packs the screen with fine detail and 
eye-searing colours, while the DTS-HD 
MA 5.1 mix is dynamic and easily the 
best to grace a Cine Asia release to 
date. Extras consist of eight interviews, 
a short reel of raw action footage and 
a couple of trailers. AvB 



Robo-Geisha 

Cine Asia ->AU-region BD 
£25 Approx 

Robo-Geisha is the 
brainchild of Noboru 
IgudU the writer/ 
director responsible 
for the outrageous 
Machine Girl, An unapologetic Japanese 
loonfest, it tells the story of two sibling 
rivals in a geisha assassin training camp, 
indulging in escalating levels of robotic 
augmentation. The result is a sloppy 
mess of impossible weaponry - boob 
guns, napalm wigs, underarm blades 
-and incomprehensible action. 

Cine Asia’s Blu-ray transfer has 
moderate clarity and the audio is an 
unconventional DTS-HD MA 4.0 
(L/C/R/rear) sound mix, Extras? 

Just a trailer, I'm afraid. SM 



Caligula: 

TheBlu Edition 

Arrow Films-»AU-region BD/R2 DVD 
£20 Approx 

This BD release of the 
legendary (but not 
particularly good) 
historical romp 
features the uncut 
hardcore version of the film, in an AVC 
2.00:1 encode that tries hard to please, 
but still struggles with the flick’s drab 
visual style, The DTS-HD MA 5,0 audio 
is pretty lifeless, so you're best sticking 
with the 2,0 option instead. Extras are 
plentiful {if not quite as packed as the 
old four-disc Imperial Edition DVD 
- which included other cuts of the film) 
and Arrow serves up yet more splendid 
packaging, including four choices of 
sleeve art and a booklet. AvB 



City of the 
Living Dead 

Arrow -* A11-region BD-*R2 DVD 
£23 Approx 

Arrow's AVC 1.78:1 
1080p transfer of this 
1980s Italian zombie 
shocker is grainy as 
hell, but that's hardly 
a surprise: where the HD visuals excel is 
with the additional detail evident in the 
frequent dose-ups and the increased 
accuracyof the colour range. Exhaustive 
audio options include DD dual-mono, 
DD stereo, plus 5.1 and 7.1 versions of 
a DTS-HD MA remix. Excellent extras 
include two audio commentaries, the 
trailer (with four English and two Italian 
audio options), extensive interviews 
and docs, a photo gallery and alternate 
sleeve art and collectible booklet. AvB 
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REAL STORES 


E CINEMA & HI-FI 





LCD & PLASMA SCREENS 


PANASONIC 


PLASMA G2Q 
42 46 SO 

j This highly specified 
\ Agwrange of Plasma 
: TW, available in three 
\ 5creen sizes, feature 
i Panasonic^ NeoPDP 
1 plasma panels 
j for breathtaking 
i performance 
i -whetheryouaw 
j watching movies-, 
j sponsor gaming. 


PHILIPS 


52PFL8605H 3D TV 


PANASONIC 


DLP PROJECTORS 


EPSON 


OPTOMA 


HD2Q 


HD82 


These new full HD DI.P projectors from Optoma 
combine great performance with outstanding value 
for money. 


‘Q» 


freest HD 


HD 


Taking plane quality. excellence in sound and 
elegance In design to new heights, the Philips 8000 LED 
Series ofTs^ embodies both performance and style. 


With anenergy-efftdenu, ultra-slim screen, the Full HD 
3D Ready 8000 series vMdly brngs entertainment to 
life and allows you to connect a whole range of online 
entertainment 


VIERA VT20 3D TV 


Featuring the disfrKtwe halo of Ambilight Spectra 
2, the S0QQ series- deliver an intense and c^emafc 
experience. 


Say goodbye to the red and 
green glasses and the blurry 
3D images of the past 
Panasonic's new NeoPD£* 
Pbsma TVs with full HD 
3D use Frame Sequential 
technology which sends a 
Full HD image to each eye 
inc&vfduaaly; You just need 
a pair d 7 aak^-shutter 3D 
Eyewear and to sit back and 
step into Lhe action. 

TX-P50VT20 
TX-P65VT2G 


EH-TW5SQO 


Designed to bring outstandi ng qual tty to a budget con¬ 
scious home dogma enthusiast. The projector features full 
HD (192Q x 1GBQ) resolution and a 200000:1 contrast ratio. 


£ 25 ? 


BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS 





i 


nm 





PANASONIC 


This new range includes the Full HD 3D capable DMF-BDT3O0 along with three conventional 2D players. 
All players blend comprehensive features, super-fast booting with superior sound and stunning 
HD-quality images. 


DMP-BDT300 


DMP-BD45 


DMP-BD6S 


DMP-BD85 


PIONEER 


■ 

DENON 

■ 

SONY 


Get the most out of your movie experience with the luxuriously designed BDP- 
LX52. Wth i sdid front aluminium panel, ice blue illumination and aluminium 
pre-set remote contirdL the player presents The best in both form and function. 


Enjoy Blu-rey disc as it should be: Denon's range of players deliver high- 
end picture and sound quality. 



Experience movies like never before. These new Blu-ray disc players let you 
watch your favourite mowe moments in true full high definition with superior 
high resolution surround sound. Models include the 2D BDP-S370 and 3D 
ready SDFS47Q and BDP-S570. 



BDP-S370 


BDP-S570 


STORES NATiONWIDE 


PRICE POLICY 


BUY ONLINE 


CUSTOM INSTALLATION 


All Sevenoaks'stores stock 
a wide range of products, have comfortable 
demonstration rooms, provide 
first-class customer service and can deliver 
and install your purchase. 


Due to the com petit!ve natu re of consumer 
electronics our offers are reviewed on a 
weekly basis. 


Ca n't get to a store? Then visit the new 
online shop at www.SSAV.com YouHfmd a 
range of great products along with great prices. 


For latest prices please vis it www.S5AV.com A cl ick-and-collect option is also avai lable. 


Stores with Cedia qualified staff also provide a 
bespoke design and installation service. They 
have unriva I led expertise in a 11 areas of home 
automation and can demonstrate a wide 
range of installation options. 


PLEASE MOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO) 

























































FOR LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT 


WWW.SSAV.COM 




SEVENOa<S 


SOUND 


VISION 


HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS & RECEIVERS 


DENON 


Dench's A/Y amplifiers and receivers continue to 
impress with the AVFt-2310 awarded best A/Y receiver 
between £500 and £1000 byYVhat HI-FT? Sounds 
V5sior> magazine. Numerous other five star reviews 
underline the spectator quality of the Denon range. 
The latest addition is the 3£Xready AVR-1911. 


AVft-1911 
AVR-2310 




ONKYO 


Featuring the latest HDMP 1 A inputs for simple hook¬ 
up of ail your hfgh-def souices.This new 72-channel 
receiver brings compatibility with the new 3D video 
format isTHX-5elect2 Pius certified and deSvets too 
watts per channel. In addition to its Dolby ProLogic 
llz height processing, it also indudes AudiysseyDSX 
height and width processing capabilities 

TX-SR603 


PIONEER 





— 3D 

READY 


_ 

\ '■ 





HOME CINEMA SPEAKERS 


MONITOR AUDIO 


Q ACOUSTICS 



2000 CINEMA pack 

Q Acoustics'engineers dema nded unrivaled 
sonic performance and breathtaking 
value. With she award-winning 2000 
Qnema Pack, their designers have 
surpassed themselves making it 
the natural choice for both home 
cinema enthusiasts and discerning 
music lovers. 


SILVER RX6 AVI 2 



RADIUS 


Using techniques and materials from the 
Platinum and Gold ranges, the Silver RX 
series of slimline home cinema and hi-fi 
speakers are ava^abSe in a choice of real 
wood veneers and high-gloss, piano finishes 
to complement any room. 


These awaraAMnrwig padcages combine slyfewith 
excellent Sound. 


YAMAHA 


improve your TV sound with a Scundba* - the 
5100 is packed wish HD decoders, HDMI switching 
and over 40 mhl drivers. 




KKT3005SE- an award-winning 5.1 speaker 
package available in high glass black finish. 



PURCHASE ANY A/V OR HI-FI 
AMPLIFIER/RECEIVER AT RRP 
AND CLAIM UP TQ 




% OFF 


YAMAHA 


Yamaha A/V amplifiers and receivers D5P-Z7 RX-V765 

are packed with features, offer excdeot r X-V567 R X-V 1 065 

sound and represent outstanding value. 

The range indudes the new 3D-ready RX-V567 (below) and the YSP-41 (XV5t 00 
soundbars. 


MT-25 


MT-30 


YSP-4100 


YSP-5100 


KHT3005SE 


KHT2005.3 


_ MM M RRP 

CHOI CE * 

MOST, BUT NOT ALL BRANDS INCLUDED. NICWAOa E&OE. 
ASK INSTORE FOR DETAILS 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


ARC AM FMJ A18 £ SSAV.COM 

LEEMA PULSE £899 

MARANTZ PM6QQ3 £ SSAV.COM 

ROKSAN CASPIAN M.1 PRE/MQNQ POWER HALF PRICE £2,349 


ARC AM 

FMJ GDI 7 

£ SSAV.COM 

CYRUS 

CD6SE (2009 VERSION) 

£599 

CYRUS 

CDS SE (2009 VERSION) 

£799 

LEEMA 

STREAM 31 

£899 

MARANTZ 

CD6003 

£ SSAV.COM 


£229 

£249 


LEKTQR1 
LEKTOR2 

XERO (LIGHT OAK / WALNUT ONLY) £499 

£139 
£M9 

SPENDOR ACCLAIM HMVVOUCBERS WORTH £150 £1,495 

3HZE 


DALI 
DALI 
LEEMA 

MONITOR AUDIO E3RON7F BP 1 
MONITOR AUDIO BRONZE BR5 


PANASONIC 

TX-P42G2G 

£ SSAV.COM 

PANASONIC 

TX-P50S10 

£ ssav.com 

PANASONIC 

TX-P50VT20 

£ SSAV.COM 

PHILIPS 

40PFL9704 

£ SSAVjCOM 

SAMSUNG 

UF4OC/0G0 

£ SSAV.COM 

BLUR AY & DVD 

PANASONIC 

DMP-BD45 

£149 

PANASONIC 

DMP-B065 

£179 

PANASONIC 

DiMR 1X733 

£269 

PANASONIC 

DMP-BDOOO 

£ SSAV.COM 

PIONEER 

BDP-32Q 

£199 

PIONEER 

BDP-LX52 

£379 

SAMSUNG 

BDC690G 

tSSAV.COM 

AV RECEIVERS 

ARC AM 

FMJ AVR50Q 

£ SSAVjCOM 

DENON 

AVR-1910 

£379 

DENON 

AW 1911 

£ SSAV.COM 

DENON 

AVR-2310 

£629 

DENON 

AVR-3310 

£849 

ONKYO 

TX-SR60S 

£449 

PIONEER 

YSX-919 

£399 

PIONEER 

VSX-LX52 

£749 

PIONEER 

SC-LX72 

£1,099 

PIONEER 

SC-LXS2 

£1,399 

YAMAHA 

RX-V567 

£ SSAVjCOM 

KEF 

KHT2O0jJ 

tSSAV.COM 

MON ITOR AUDIO 

SILVER RSpJ 

£99 

MONITOR AUDIO 

SILVER R5FX 

£199 

MONITOR AUDIO 

SILVER RSLCR 

£139 

YAMAHA 

YSP-41'DO 

£ SSAV.COM 

YAMAHA 

YHT-S400 

£ SSAV.COM 

AV& HI-FI SYSTEMS 

ARC AM 

SOLO Ml hi CLAIM 1200 OFF SPKSRRP £749 

ARC AM 

SOLO MUSIC DAB 

£799 

ARC AM 

SOLO MUSIC iiV (NO DAB) 

£699 

DENON 

D-M37DAB 

£189 

MARANTZ 

M-CRS02DAB 

£349 


MARANTZ C i XDC3/PM6003 CLAIM E2W OFF RAKERS RRP £598 
MARANTZ BDS004/NR1501 claim £3M offspks rrp £ SSAV.COM 
SONOS BU2SQ BU N DLE £ SSAV.COM 


CYRUS 
HUM AX 


DAB.ao 
I -D-FOX“2 


£479 

£159 


STORES 

CHELSEA 

020 7352 9466 

GLASGOW 

0141 3329655 

LEEDS WETHERBY 
01937 586886 

MANCHESTER 

0161 831 7969 

PLYMOUTH 

01752226011 

SHEFFIELD 

0114 255 5861 

WATFORD 

01923 213533 

ABERDEEN 

BRISTOL 

CHELTENHAM 

GUILDFORD 

LINCOLN 

NORWICH 

POOLE 

SOUTHAMPTON 

WIT HAM ESSEX 

01224252797 

01179743727 

01242 241171 

01483 536666 

01522 527397 

01603 767605 

01202671677 

0238033 7770 

01376 501733 

BEDFORD 

BROMLEY 

EPSOM 

HOLBORN 

LOUGHTON 

NOTTINGHAM 

READING 

SWINDON 

YEOVIL 

01234272779 

02082901988 

01372 720720 

0207337 7540 

0208532 0770 

01159112121 

01139597768 

01793 610992 

01935 700078 

BRIGHTON HOVE 

CAMBRIDGE 

EXETER 

KINGSTON 

MAIDSTONE 

OXFORD 

SEVENQAKS 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

IRELAND DUBLIN 

01273 733338 

01223 304770 

01392 218395 

02085470717 

01622686366 

01665 241773 

01732459555 

01892 531543 

01 275 1100 


PLEASE NOTE PRICING IN IRELAND MAY VARY FROM THE UK 


ADVERT VALID UNTIL 30/06/2010, E&OE 































































T10 PROJECTOR DILEMMA* DO WE NEED 3DT Vs?* SPEAKER UPGRADE 


Feedback 


Got an axe to grind? Want to comment on current 
technology? Need to share? is here to help 


Praise for The Beek 

Hi, I love The Beek’s coLumn 
each month, and HCC# 182 H s 
topic of whether or not to 
review movies - I’m glad this 
has been raised. 

in years gone by, in the 
days of Dolby Surround, home 
entertainment specialist mags 
used to devote a Large portion 
of a piece to sound/visual 
quality. Given that alL who buy 
your mag are home theatre 
enthusiasts, it would seem 
fitting that you devote a Larger 
space to this. 

i find I don’t even read the 
small reviews of movies on your 
pages as they have no detail 
Oh, and another topic I think 
readers would love is how to 
soundproof the home cinema! 
Jeremy,, via email 

In our defence, we'd argue that 
we still give a lot of space over 
to analysis of picture and 
sound quality on BD and DVDs 
- as much as a print magazine 
can anyway - for the major 
reviews each issue- As for the 
smaller reviews, these do go 
into less detail, but that's a 
trade-off from including as 
much software as we can. 
Don't forget that our website 
w ww.h omec i nema choice.com 
features software reviews that 
go into far greater detail - just 
point your mouse at the 
PLayback section. And while 
you’re there, check out the 
Sound Sense section under 
the BLogs tab for our series of 
columns on soundproofing. 

Improve my audio 

Hi. I have what is probably 
a rather naive query. 

1 have a Sony 40in 
widescreen LCD telly bought 
new Last year. It works great, and 
I have Sky+ HD with it My query 
is about speakers. Everything I 



read about in your magazine 
and elsewhere seems to 
suggest that one cannot just 
buy speakers, but a whole 
electrical component system 
is needed with a personal 
recorder (which i aLready have 
in the Sky box) and other major 
hardware components. I want 
a very nice speaker 
^ m syste m fo r t he 

-A setup but don’t 

fetter 


want to buy u n necessary and 
possibly redundant equipment. 

What do you suggest? 

Pete, Uxbridge 

As you don’t say exactly how 
many speakers you want, there 
are a few options, but all of 
them do require more than just 
speakers - as speakers need 
amplification. None involve an 
additional PVR, though! 


My World Cup 2010 


The simplest solution would 
be to get a soundbar, a single 
unit that sits under your TV 
and packs both speakers and 
amplification. This can take 
the audio signal from your Sky 
box's optical output to deliver 
a much better performance 
than your flatscreen TV, 
However, these don’t offer true 
5,1 surround sound - for that 
you can look at a separates 


projection 


l wouLd like to purchase a 
suitable projector and screen 
to watch some of the footbalL 
World Cup games with my 
family and friends this 
Summer My current setup 
includes Sky+HD and an 
Anchor Bay iScan DVDO 
VP50Pro. I intend to connect 
the projector to the iScan via 
a Van Damme 20 metre 
RGBHV-to-VGA Ted series' 
lead. My criteria are as folLows: 
The projector must be from a 
reputable manufacturer (one 
that HCC has scored highly); 
it must display in 16:9 format 
(assuming that pictures will 
be transmitted in this), and 
aLso be capable of projecting a 
decent sharp, deep picture size 
of ideally 120 in. As this setup is 
only going be used for this 
year’s World Cup football and 
then be put away until the 



2012 OLympic Games, I don’t 
want to spend silly money — a 
second-hand bargain from an 
auction site sounds the best 
proposition. To cut the cost 
of my outlay further, I am also 
considering making a screen 
out of MDF or plywood and 
painted white.! will be 
covering the screen 
three-sides and back 
with a makeshift frame 
and then drape a thick 
black cloth over it to block 
out unwanted sunlight. 

The problem is,., where 
do I start? 

Andrew Potter ; Berkshire 

A second-hand projector 
could indeed be a bargain, 
but if you want one 
guaranteed to last until the 
2012 Olympics you might 
be better off purchasing a 


brand-new model. The cost 
of Pis has fallen a lot, and 
quality HD machines from 
BenQ, Optoma, Vivitek are all 
available for under £1,000 
- we’d definitely recommend 
investigating the latter’s 
H1080FD, runner up in our 
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Sign up to HCC online!' 

Don’t be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice's online community is free, fast and fun 

On the home page of www.homecinemachoice.com, scroll down the 
right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 
button, choose a username and then 
create your profile, You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow 
AV fans about your own system 
automatically every time you post. 

Joining the big AV debate online 
has never been easier! 



system (eg buy a 5.1 speaker 
set and a dedicated AV 
receiver) or an all-in-one home 
cinema system. The latter are 
typically quite affordable, but 
usually ship with a Blu-ray or 
DVD player, which may be 
what has confused you. 

Kuro obsolete! 

This time Last year i bought 
what you described as The 
best TV in the world bar none’ 

- the Pioneer PDF 1X6090. 
Whilst this is a fabulous TV, l 
now find it’saLready obsolete 
as I can’t watch 3D on it. Surely 
if I was to film a 3D movie like 
Avatar on an HD camcorder, 
and assuming I could avail 
myself of a pair of the special 

-\ 

Awards last issue and 
available for around £750. 

Also, we’d suggest 
hooking your new projector 
up directly to a Sky+HD unit 
through HDMI, as this will 
result in better-quality HD 
images than using the 
component output. 

We like your idea of a DIY 
projection screen * indeed, 
some of our readers have 
taken this approach . Our 
advice, though, would be to 
make a frame and stretch 
over it an appropriate 
quantity of purpose- 
designed screen material 
such as that available from 
w ww.d rhsc reens.co. u k. 

Winner: Star Letter-writer 
Andrew Potter wins a copy 
of The Wolf man: Extended 
Directors Cut on Blu-ray 
courtesy of Universal 
Pictures. It's available to 
buy from June 7, priced £25. 


glasses that you wear in the 
cinema, I would get the same 
3D effect at home. So why do 
we need speciaLTVs? 

Chris Johns, via email 

We originally reviewed that TV 
In HCC #159, which was on sale 
August 2008, so it is almost 
two years old - and barring 
its incompatibility with 3D, Is 
still an outstanding performer. 
As for recording A vafar on 
an HD camcorder in the 
cinema... that’s not going to 
work, for reasons that we 
haven’t room to go into here. 
You’re more than welcome 
to try, but don’t blame us when 
you get arrested! 

Is 3D safe? 

What do you think is going to 
happen with the health 
problems 3DTV sets cause? 

The issue which everyone 
is aware of now is that the sets 
(particularly active shutter) can 
cause you to temporarily lose 
your perception of depth, and 
In kids, maybe permanently. It 
happens because the brain uses 
ten types of sensory signals to 
tell depth. But these 3D sets 
only use one - the different 
image to the left and right eye. 
Exposure to this for hours a day 
can cause the brain to start 
ignoring the other nine signaLs 
when not watching the TV. 

Television manufacturers 
are releasing gentle health 
warnings, but if people start 
having car accidents because 
they can’t perceive depth 
properly and kids start walking 
into walLs, will that really protect 
them from being sued? 

I am guessing the full auto 
stereoscopic screens which 
don't need glasses would not 
cause this problem. Maybe TV 


manufacturers should invest 
in trying to make this technology 
cheap enough for the masses 
to afford, 

John , via email 

Despite manufacturers being 
ultra-cautious with their 
health warnings, there’s no 
real reason to assume that 3D 
will have any effect on health. 
But if it does, autostereoscopic 
screens might cause the same 
problems. It’s not cost keeping 
them off the market, more 
their limited 3D effectiveness. 
Anyway, don’t worry - we 
reckon that mobile phones will 
kill us alt before 3D does. 

Reference that 

Great review of the KLipsch 
speakers, HCC #180.1 was 
thinking of upgrading my Energy 
Veritas speakers and, if memory 
serves me right, I be Li eve HCCs 
Adam Rayner had a set himself. 
If so, has he kept the Veritas 
speakers or upgraded to 
something else? I’d be grateful 
for any feedback. 

Ion Mitchell, Twickenham 

Adam says: I’m delighted you 
liked the review and you are 
entirely correct about the 
Energy Veritas having been my 
‘reference’ set for many years. 

In the event, mine had issues 
with the piano-black finish 
coming away from both 
enclosures — although their 
performance remained solid. 
However, as far as the upgrade, 
it was quite a big one, in that 
while I keep and run the 
ridiculous REL Stentor III, I also 
run Bowers & Wilkins' A5W825 
sub and have a set of its 800 
Series dominating my room 
- HTM3, 804 & 805. They are 
a similar size to the Energy 
Veritas, but further upmarket. 
Of course, I’m wondering right 
now if I should step up to the 
new Series 800 Diamond 
range - so yes, I did upgrade... 
but that ache for something 
even better never goes away 


Write to Letters, Home Cinema 
Choice, Future Publishing, 

2 Bale am be Street, London 
NW1 6NW, or email us at 
hcc@ f u t u renet .co.uk 
Due to the volume of letters we 
receive we cannot guarantee 
to print/answer them all. 

I J 


Amazing 

Domain Prices 

But hurry! Must end Soon 

.com 

.eu 

.mobi 

.info 

.fm 

.tel 

& many more 

Blacknight is an ICANN 
accredited registrar 

UK: +44 (0)844 484 9361 
US: +1 213-233-1612 
Inti: +353 (0)59 9183072 

sales@blacknight.com 

www.blacknight.com 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



Home Cinema 

...sogood, being there 
is the next best thing? 


How easy is it to buy a home cinema 
system that meets your expectations 
in terms of quality of picture and sound? 
You could read the magazine product 
reviews, find out who sells the 
recommendations, live-star favourites 
or best buys at the cheapest price and 
place your order. When the system is 
delivered to your door in the box, you 
get a friend who knows his onions to 
install it - and live happily ever after 

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads 
to dissatisfaction and a lot of wasted money. 
Besides there being a bewildering choice of 
components on the market today there are 
also different ways in which components can 
be installed and connected together. Which 
sort of visual system do you go for? Projector 
and screen, plasma or LCD, an HD ready set or 
one with full 1080p capability? And on the 
audio side do you plump tor a 5.1 or 71 
speaker system, passive or active sub, and 
where do you site them for the best results 7 
The choice of home cinema amp raises even 
more questions. Will you be listening to 
music through the same system? If so, you 
need an amp that approaches the 
performance of a decent 2-channel hi-fi amp, 
which is not that easy to find. Do you need 
SACD, DVD-Audio, or Blu-ray capability? How 
many inputs do you need for video, 5-video, 


component, coaxial digital, optical digital and 
HDMI? The above are just a small percentage 
of the decisions that must be made. In short, 
it's complicated and very fertile ground for 
getting it wrong. 


Achieving potential 


To select a system, you could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
hope that they will be a great combination. 
Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a pre¬ 
packaged all-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. This is almost certainly not the 
best route either as you will miss out on 
enormous potential. From informal surveys 
conducted, it appears highly likely that the 
majority of home cinema systems selected 
and installed on a DIY basis (that is without 
professional input) are performing at way 
below their optimum level. To compound 
matters, most are also ill-matched to the 
room in which they are installed and are, in 
reality, the wrong system. Without 
considerable knowledge or experience, high 
quality home cinema is not a suitable DIY 
activity. 

Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 
system that will provide an excellent picture 
quality plus an audio delivery that will match. 


or even better, the commercial cinema 
experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 
deliver true value for money 


What and Where to buy 


To ensure a home cinema system is right for 
you, where do you start? Here's an important 
tip ... don't start with WHAT, start with 
WHERE, There's only one way to give yourself 
the besL chance of getting it right first time, 
and that's through a specialist AV dealer, it's 
possible you have preconceived ideas that put 
you off visiting one. Although you would 
welcome the advice and guidance, you don't 
know the technical jargon. You don't want to 
be talked down to. Your friend has said they 
only sell expensive gear and they're not 
interested if you don't have a big budget. 
They're expensive. These are just myths. 

Most specialist AV dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 
their hobby. They spend a large portion of 
their time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know the combinations 
which give the best performance within a 
given price range. Very importantly, they 
know how to get a system working to its 
optimum. But they all also know the system 
must suit you. 









LISTED BELOW ARE 20 OF THE BEST 
AV SHOPS IN THE COUNTRY. 


...the majority of home cinema systems selected and 
installed on a DIY basis (that is without professional input) are 
performing at way below their optimum level. 



Buying or being sold to? 


There are dealers around, web based or 
otherwise, who will sell you anything you 
are willing to pay for. They may be a bit 
cheaper but that's all they offer. Now there's 
a group of long-established specialist dealers 
who are totally committed to putting the 
cuslomer first. Their idea of 'selling' is lo 
discuss your requirements, offer their 
advice, give you the best options, then play 
the systems for you and allow you to be the 
judge. You'll probably be surprised and, 
almost certainly, relieved to discover how 
easy it is to see and hear the differences 
between components and between 
systems. You'll be able to make a dear and 
informed decision about what to buy. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops 
won't abandon you once you've put your 
hand in your pocket. They won't leave you 
Lo set up the system you've selected as best 
you can. They'll install it in your home, 
make sure it performs to its best, and 
ensure you're entirely happy with the way il 


works. Why? Because a high proportion of 
these dealers' custom comes through 
people who have bought from them before, 
either directly or by recommendation. It's 
vital to them to get it right for you. 


Getting the best deal 


Unless you've got money to burn, you'll 
be living with your new system for years. 
Most of these dealers offer much longer 
equipment guarantees than provided by 
the manufacturer, a very worthwhile 
benefit, but it also makes it in the dealer's 
interest to ensure high build quality and 
reliability. Maybe you could save a few 
pounds by buying piecemeal but you'll lose 
out on the overall package. As far as the 
dealers are concerned, they believe that 
faking care of their customers properly 
is a nicer way of 
doing business 
than just handing 
over boxes. 


TOP 

20 UK 


QUALITY 


They have been selected because they are 
known to do an excellent job in guiding 
customers towards home cinema systems 
that will provide years of superlative 
performance and total satisfaction. 



OUR TOP 20 UK 
SPECIALIST AV OEALERS 


SOUTH 


Chelmsford RAYLEIGH Hi-Fi SOUND & VISION 

216 Moulsham Street. 01245 26524S 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND & VISION 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 01206 577682 

Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 

020 8943 3530 

Maidenhead AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 01628 63399S 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH Kl-Fi SOUND 
& VISION 

44a High Street. 01268 779762 

Custom Install Dept. 

01268 776932 

Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND 
£r VISION 

132/4 London Road. 01702 435255 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, Southborough. 

01892 535007 


LONDON 


N1 GRAHAMS Hi-Fi 

190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500 

SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond Street.020 8567 8703 


MIDLANDS 


Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 Spon Street. 024 7652 5200 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0115 9584404 

Solihull MUSIC MATTERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254 


NORTH 


Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hooie Road. 01244 344227 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate. 01904 627108 

Aberdeen HOLBURN HI-FI 

441 Holburn street. 01224 585713/572729 

Edinburgh LOUD & CLEAR 

Bonnington Mill, 72 Newhaven Rd. 

0131 555 3963 

Glasgow GLASGOW AUDIO 

135 Great Western Road. 

0141 332 2200/4707 



BADA 

" . 

I hr Himbu] of st-mrUv 


The majority of ihe above dealers are members uf one 
or both uf The major trade organisations, RADA or CEDtA. 




























The UK's favourite technology show 

just got better.. 



DAL COLLECTORSEDITION 


maga 


:evealed! 


The year in 
cuttvi&edge 
future tech 


Fea Tur/ Ng \ 

delusive inf^ 

evvs 


The Gadget Show Magazine 

On sale now! 


Future 


Available at all good newsagents 

Buy online at www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

Flirt 









Buying Guide BEST EVER LCD TV The top performing LCD screens in the UK 
revealed HI-DEF PLAYERS Looking for a Biu-ray deck? We help you choose PLASMA POWER Your 
guide to the ultimate bigscreen TV ROCKIN’ RECEIVERS The best specs and latest codecs SUPREME 
SPEAKERS Need a 5,1 package? We name the best! PLUS subwoofers, projectors, PVRs & more,.. 





Ratings bey 

Off icially awesome 12345 
Essential purchase 1234 
Does the job 
Disappointing 
Don't touch it 
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LCD TV 

Best on test... 



SONY 

4 Bin KDL-40EX503 
£900 Approx 


SONY 

46in KDL-40EX503 
£900 Approx 



LCD with built-in Freeview FID 
tuner and Bravia Internet Video 

Highs: Free FID channels on 
tap; value for money;'net 
interactivity 
Lows: CCFL backlight 

Specifications 

FID Ready: Yes (up to 108Dp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No.ofHDMI Inputs: 4 
Mo. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner Yes, Freeview FID 


Tested: Issue 181 
For more info visit: 
www.sonvco.uk 



PHILIPS 

46in 46PFL9704 
£2,500 Approx 


PHILIPS 

46in 46PFL9704 
£2,500 Approx 



Second-gen LED backlit LCD 
improves on its predecessor 


Highs: Excellent control over 
local dimming; Net TV 
functionality; gorgeous finish 
Lows: Premium price tag 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMf inputs: 5 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: ! 

PC input: 1 
Digital tunen Yes 


Tested: issue 179 
For mare info visit: 
www.philips.co.uk 



SAMSUNG 

40in UE-40C7000 
£1,800 Approx 



Debut 3DTV outstands in other 
areas, too 

Highs: Next-gen tech; Freeview 
HD tuner; app store 
Lows: Fiddly control system; 

3D effect needs a bigger display 

Specifications 

FID Ready: Yes (up to IDBOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of H DM I inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {1 RGB) 
No, of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Via HDMI only 
Digital tuner; Yes, Freeview 
HD 

Tested: Issue 180 

For more info visit: 
www.samsung.EO.uk 



LG 

42in 425L9000 
£1,000 Approx 



LG's LED-lit 'Seamless' LCD 
offers excellent value for rroney 

Highs: Exceptional pictures; 
ISF-certified calibrated controls 
Lows: Black levels aren't A-list; 
'Seamless' design isn’t all that 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (tolOBDp) 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. ofHDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 178 
For mure info visit: 
www.lge.com/uk 



SHARP 

46in LG-46 LE821E 
£2,000 Approx 



Quad Pixel edge-tit LED TV with 
innovative in-built Flash PVR 

Highs: Amazing levels of fine 
detail; great colour fidelity; 
useful Time Shift function 
Lows: No video streaming 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to lOSDp) 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HD Ml inputs: 4 
No. of Scart Inputs: 1 (RGB) 

No. of component inputs: t 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner; Yes. Freeview 
HD 

Tested: Issue 182 
For more info visit: 
www.sharp.Eu.uk 


Also Recommended... 



JVC 

32irt LT-32WX50 
£2,500 Approx 


JVC 

32irt LT-32WX50 
£2,500 Approx 



Installer-friendly 32in monitor 
with a wide colour gamut 

Highs: Jaw-dropping ultra-slim 
design; terrific colour response 
and still image playback 
Lows: Backlight inconsistencies 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to lOBOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 2 
No. of Scart Inputs: 0 
No. of component inputs: Via 
D-Sub adaptor 
PC input! 

Digital tuner: No 

Tested: lssue181 
For more info visit; 
www.jvc.co.uk 



SAMSUNG 

32in LE4QB650 
£700 Approx 



Look for good deals on this 
2009-issue 40in LCD 


Highs: Superb features; 
excellent all-round pics; design 
Lows: Audio performance is 
pretty pathetic 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to lOBOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 180 
For mom info visi t: 
w ww.samsu n g .co. u k 



TOSHIBA 

46m 465V685OB 
£2,500 Approx 



Debut LED-backlit screen from 
Tosh is a real eye-opener 

Highs: Excellent contrast and 
detail; good quality audio; 
multimedia talents 
Lows: Not particularly stylish 

- Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No.ofHDMI inputs:4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input; 1 
Digital tuner; Yes 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
wwwTushiba.CD.uk 
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In association with 


Plasma TV 


dts 


igital Entertainment 


Best on test... 





PIONEER 

60in KRP-60OA 
£5,000 Approx 


PANASONIC 

65in TX-PG5V10B 
£4,500 Approx 


PANASONIC 

50in TX-P50V10B 
£1,900 Approx 


PANASONIC 

50in TX-P50G20 
£1,500 Approx 


LG 

32in 32PG6000 
£500 Approx 


Kuro with separate media box, 
Ethernet and satellite tuner 

Highs: Awesome black levels; 
colour accuracy; slim panel; 
media-sawy 

Lows: Problems with AVI files 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up tolOSOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes and 
DVB-S2 tuner 

Tested: Issue 164 
For mare info visit: 
www.pioneer.co.uk 


Currently the biggest, bestest 
plasma you can buy 

Highs: High-impact bigscreen 
pictures: Freesat HD 
Lows: Lack of manual colour 
temp controls: sucks electricity 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI Inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes and Freesat 
HD 

Tested: Issue 174 
For more Info visit: 

w w w.panasoni c. co. u k 


THX-certified, Viera Cast- 
touting NeoPDP 

Highs: THX mode is stunning 
out of the box; good feature set 
Lows: Unspectacular black 
level response; a bit chunky 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 108Op) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No, of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes and Freesat 
HD 

Tested: Issue 178 
For mure info visit: 
www. pa na so n ic.co. u k 


Free view HD and Freesat HD 
plasma is the FTA king 

Highs: Performance; price: 
Freesat/Freeview HD tuners: 
Lows: USB recording mode 
comes with strings attached 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 108Dp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDM (inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC Input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes, Freevlew 
HD and Freesat HD 

Tested: Issue 182 
For more info visit: 
www.pfoneer.co.uk 


World's smallest 32in plasma 
challenges LCD rivals 

Highs: Smooth movement; 
good blacks and connectivity 
Lows: Lack of detail; some 
jagged edges; average audio 

- Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs; 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs; 1 
PC Input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 162 
For mom info visit: 
www.lge.com/jk 


Also Recommended... 



LG 

50 in 50PG6000 
£1,100 Approx 

00600 

Superb HD Ready plasma 
offering great value for money 

Highs: Extensive calibration 
possibilities; excellent black 
level: sexy bezel 
Lows: Not Full HD 

- Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1366 x 768 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs; 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 154 
Fur mom info visit: 
wwwige.com/uk 



PANASONIC 

42in TX-P42G15 
£850 Approx 



Freesat HD NeoPDP at 
an enticing price 

Highs: Wide viewing angle; 
excellent HD pics 
Lows: Lacks brightness: three 
HDMIsonly 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
Ho, of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes and Freesat 
HD 

Tested: Issue 180 
Fur more info visit: 
w ww.panasoni c.co,u k 



SAMSUNG 

50in P550A556 
£1,000 Approx 



Bargain-priced monster screen 
with a few caveats 

Highs: Superb specification; 
great build quality; sharp detail 
Lows: Some motion artefacts 
and noise visible 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (uptolOSOp) 
1920 x 1000 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: issue 161 
For mure info visit: 
www.samsung.co.uk 



46in TX-P4G21 
£4,300 Approx 


THX certification, 
fulllOSOp wireless 
transmission, 
ultra-thin design.,. 

Panasonic’s flagship plasma TV is a giant leap 
forward for the display technology. Add in the Freesat 
HD tuner, Viera Cast and DLN A networkability 
and stunning HD and SD pictures and you begin 
to understand the premium price tag. Some might 
argue that its black levels aren’t as jaw-dropping 
as a Pioneer Kuro - but those screens aren't being 
made any more. The Z1 is simply the best plasma TV 
you can buy. 
sue 172 

Fur more info visit: www.panasociic.co.uk 


Specifications 


HD Ready; yes (up to 108Op/24) 
Native resolution: 1920 x 1080 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 (vl.3) 

No. of Scart inputs: 2 (RGB) 

No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes and Freesat HD 
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Blu-ray Players 


Best on lest... 



DENON 

Blu-ray DVD-A1UD 
£4,500 Approx 


Reference universal Blu-ray 
player that sets new standards 

Highs: Stunning life-like 
picture; genuine hi-fi sound; 
awesome DVD upscaling 
Lows: Complex to set up; 
not for those on a budget! 

4 Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
DVO upscaling; Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
DolbyTrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: 
Yes/Yes 

Networkability: Ethernet 


Tested: issue 178 
For more info visit: 
www.denon.co.uk 


__^ i L 






SAMSUNG 

Blu-ray BD-C6900 
£350 Approx 

LG 

Blu-ray BD390 
£290 Approx 

PANASONIC 

Blu-ray DMP-BD85 
£300 Approx 

oooo© 

ooeo© 

oooo© 

Early adopters will love this 

3D Blu-ray player 

Improved players sports more 
features than BD370 

New top-of-the line deck - 
until the 3D player arrives... 

Highs: 3D compatibility; video 
quality; USB file support 

Lows: vl.4 HDMI output means 
hookup to older AVRs will be via 

7.1 outputs 

Highs: Excellent performance; 
1GB internal storage; Wi-Fi net 
connection, 7.1 analogue outputs 
Lows: Audio can't match its 
premium BD rivals 

Highs: Overall picture and 
sound performance; Tube 1 
sound emulator for CDs 

Lows: Somewhat sluggish 
menus, Wi-Fi via dongle only 

- Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 

DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 

Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet; 

Wi-Fi; USB 

- Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 

DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD M A decoding: Yes/Yes 

Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet; 

Wi-Fi; USB 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 

DVD upscaling: Up to 108Op 
Analogue audio output; Yes 
(7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 

Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet; 

Wi-Fi via dongle; SD card 
slot; 2 x USB 

Tested: Issue 18t 

For more info visit: 
www. s a m sung.co, u k 

Tested: Issue 174 

For mare info visit: 
www.Lge.cam/uk 

Tested: Issue 180 

Far more info visit 
w w w. pan a so ni c.eo. u k 



DENON 

Blu-ray DBP-1610 
£400 Approx 


Affordable Denon deck benefits 
from brand's attention to detail 

Highs: Good, natural-loo king 
picture; quality audio 
performance; great value 
Lows: No analogue outs; slow 
to load our test disc 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling; Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output; Yes 
(stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVCFA/SACD playback: No 
Net workability: Ethernet; SD 
card slot for BD-Live 


Tested: Issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.denon.co.uk 


Editor's Choice... 


SONY 


Blu-ray B DP-5760 £380 Appro: 

1 2 3 4 5 


Sony has a few Blu-ray decks now that are comfortably 
better than its PlayStation 3 console, and the keenly- 
priced S760 is our favourite. It incorporates the HD 
Reality Enhancer and Super Bit-Mapping picture- 
processing tech of its £1,200 BDP-S5000E5 
stablemate (albert in a thinner chassis) and the results 
are startling - detailed, deep, colour-rich HD visuals 
and quality surround sound delivery. Some might miss 
the lack of esoteric codec support (no MKV here, folks) 
but that’s not what this Sony is about - consider it 
a reference machine for the budget-conscious. 

Issue 176 

For more info visit: www.sony.co.uk 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 

DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 

Analogue audio output: Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS HD-MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/No 
Networkability: Ethernet; Wi-Fi; USB 


Also Recommended 



PIONEER 

Blu-ray BDP-LX52 
£500 Approx 



PHILIPS 

Blu-ray BDP7300 
£230 Approx 



SONY 

Blu-ray BDP-5360 
£190 Approx 


Stripped-down LX-branded 
player is a mid-range marvel 

Highs: Class-leading picture 
and sound 

Lows: Not simple to get to 
grips with; multichannel PQLS 
function only works on LPCM 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding; Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/ 
No 

Networkability: Ethernet; 

USB 

Tested: Issue 176 
Far more info vi s it; 

www.p3onser.co.uk 


Debut UK deck from Philips was 
worth the wait 

Highs: Internal 1GB storage; 
multichannel analogue outputs: 
vivid, detailed image 
Lows: Stylised ’curved 1 look not 
for everyone 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (5.!) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HDMA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet; 

use 


Tested: Issue 175 
For more Info visit: 

www.phiLips.co.uk 


Affordable Sony Blu-ray is a real 
rival to its PS3 

Highs: Stylish design and good 
AV performance; very solid 
construction 
Lows: External memory 
required for BD-Live access 

4 Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to lOBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Ethernet 


Tested: Issue 175 

For more info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk 
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In association with 


Recorders 


dts 


igital Entertainment 


Best on test... 



SONY 

DVDR RDR-HXD995 
£250 Approx 



Heavyweight Freeview* unit 
with features galore 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance; flexible recording 
modes; multimedia prowess 
Lows: Records Interactive red 
dot'; possible aerial sensitivity 

Specifications 

HDD size: 250GB 
Twin tuners: Yes, digital and 
analogue 
HDMI: Yes 

Component output; Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Format: -R/RW.+R/RW 
Dual-layer recording; Yes 


Tested: Issue 155 
For more Info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk 



HUMAX 

Freesat PVR Foxsat HDR 
£300 Approx 



First Freesat HD PVR brings 
extra clout to fledgling system 

Highs: Cinch to operate; good 
performance; ITV in HD; JPEG/ 
MP3 playback 

Lows: Annoying LCD; slow to 
boot up; needs more HO content! 

Specifications 

HDD size: 320GB 
Twin tuners; Yes, Freesat HD 
{satellite - requires dish) 
HDMI: Yes 

Component output: No 


Tested: Issue 165 
For more info visit; 
www. h y m ax d igita I .eom/u k 



SAGEM 

PVR DTR67500T 
£180 Approx 



500GB Freeview* PVR with 
USB archiving 

Highs: Large HDD; flexible 
and Intuitive EPG; picture 
quality is excellent 
Lows: No way of importing 
recordings from other devices 

Specifications 

HDD size: 500GB 
Twin tuners; Yes, Freeview 
HDMI: Yes 

Component output; Yes 


Tested: Issue 173 
Far more info visit; 
www.sagem.cn m/uk 



LG 

DV DR/3.1 HRT403DA 
£500 Approx 



Convergence king offers 3,1 
audio and HDD/DVD recording 

Highs: Acceptable, punchy 
audio; well-specified recorder; 
quality DVD pictures 
Lows: Lacks DTS support; no 5.1 
upgrade path 

■ Specifications 

HDD size: 160GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, digital and 

analogue 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Format: -R/RW, +R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 


Tested: Issue 165 
For more info visit: 
www.lge.com/uk 



GRUNDIG 

Freesat PVR 
GUFSDTR500HD 
£280 Approx 


Dual-tuner Freesat * PVR with 
capacious 500GB HDD 

Highs: Easy to use; cool- 
running; efficient upscaling 
of non-HD channels 
Lows: USB port is disabled 

Specifications 

HDD size: 500GB 

Twin tuners: Yes, Freesat HD 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output No 


Tested: Issue 1B2 
Far more info visit: 
www.tQpfield.rQ.uk 


Also recommended 



PIONEER 

DVDR DVR-560HX 
£400 Approx 



Full PC-linked multimedia 
jukebox and DVD/HDD unit 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance and features 
spread; networkability 
Lows: Jukebox abilities reliant 
on Windows Media Player 

Specifications 

HDD size: 160GB 
Twin tuners; Yes, digital & 
analogue 
HDMI: Yes 

Component output; Yes 
Camcorder input; Yes 
Format: -R/RW.+R/RW. 
-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 


Tested: Issue 159 
For mo re info visit: 
www, pioneer, co, uk 



DVD/HDD recorder that misses 
out on Freeview HD 


Highs: Solid AV performance; 
heaps of features and recording 
flexibility 

Lows: Ho infra-red control over 
STB; single Freeview tuner only 

Specifications 

HDD size; 160GB 

Twin tuners: No, 1 x digital 

only 

HDMI: Yes 

Component output; Yes 
Camcorder input: No - USB/ 
SD via USB instead 
Format: -R/RW, +R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 


Tested: issue 182 

For mo re info visit: 
www. pa n asQ n ic.co.uk 



HUMAX 

PVR PVR-9300T 
£200 Approx 



Souped-up Humax drops USB 
socket but boosts HDD capacity 

Highs: Easy and responsive 
to use; fine AV performance; 
well-featured 

Lows: Limited HDMI modes; no 
USB functionality 

Specifications 

HDD size: 320GB 
Twin tuners: Yes, Freeview 
HDMI: Yes 

Component o utput: Yes 


Tested: Issue 162 

Far more infa visit: 

www. hu maxdig ItaLca m/uk 


Editor's Choice... 

! jy 9 

DVD/SDR DMR-B5850 £1,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 



With its 500GB HDD, twin Freesat HD tuners, profile 
2.0 Blu~ray ptayer/recorder and Viera Cast online 
interactivity, this Panasonic deck is clearly the king 
of convergence. Asa BD-spinner it's solid, sharing 
the gizzards of the brand’s DMP-BD6CL and as a 
PVR it’s simply brilliant, with the mix of hard disc 
and Blu-ray drive allowing for all sorts of archiving 
and editing possibilities The USB, firewire and SD 
inputs - and in-built Gracenote database - add even 
more flexibility. 

: Issue 170 

For more info visit: www. panason ic .co. uk 



Component output: Yes (progressive) 

Freeview* ; No, it's Freesat 

Format: BD-RE, BD-R, DVQ-R/RW, +R/RW, -RAM 

Dual-layer recording: Yes 
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AV Receivers 


Best on test... 



PIONEER 
AVR SC-LX82 
£1,900 Approx 



ICE-powered AIR Studios-tuned 
AVR replaces the SC-LX 81 

Highs: Punchy, highly detailed 
sound; brilliant features; looks 
fabulous; solid build 
Lows: Pioneer doesn't do 
height/width processing 

-4 Specifications 

POwer:7xl90W(8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner; Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD; Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2; Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: THX Ultra2 
Plus 

Component input; 3 
HDMI: 5-in. 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 

Tested: Issue 175 

for more info visit: 
www.pioneer.co.uk 


YAMAHA 
AVR RX-V2065 
£850 Approx 



New-look Yamaha receiver is a 
great sub-£lK all-rounder 

Highs: Superb networking 
prowess; wonderful natural 
sound that suits all material 
Lows: GUI takes some getting 
used to 


Specifications 

Power 7x130 W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: Ho 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out {vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7,1) 


Tested: Issue 179 
For more info visit 
www.yamaha.co.uk 



ONKYO 
AVR TX-NR5007 
£2,200 Approx 



9.2-channel HD receiver with 
exhaustive features and power 

Highs: First-class home cinema 
performance; processing allows 
9-channel height/width audio 
Lows: No proprietary antl-jltter 
tech, Wi-Fi or secondary remote 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 9 x 22 0W (Gfl) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FMAiet) 

Dolby TrueHD; Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: Yes, UltraZ 
Plus 

Component input: 3 
HDMI: 8-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 

Tested: issue 18D 
For more info visit: 
www.eu.onkyo.com 



ONKYO 
Amp/Processor 
PR-SC5500/RA-MC550Q 
£3,600 Approx 



Onkyo’s separates system 
delivers on all AV fronts 


High*: Massive power reserves: 
Smooth AV performance 
Lows: Sizable and weighty 

*4 Specifications 

Power: 9 x 220W (6£i) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: (Yes FM/AM/net) 

Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3; 

Serial port control: Yes; 

THX certification: UltraZ; 
Component input: 3; 

HDMI; 8-in ( 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel Input: Yes (7.1) 

Tested: Issue 182 
For mixeinfo visit: 
wwwe u .onkyo.com 


Editor's Choice... 

AVR AVR-4810 II ^ t I 

£2,800 Approx 

12345 L , _ J 

DenorYs AVR-4810 is the current king of the new 
breed of receivers that make ail sorts of speaker 
configurations possible. Thanks to Audyssey DSX and 
Dolby Pro-Logic llz processing, it's capable of driving 
an 113-channel system (with the aid of an extra 
stereo amp), and it'll have you re-arranging your 
speakers in no time. Beyond this mastery of new 
formats, the AVR-4810 delivers a rich, powerful 
sound and a full suite of features from Net radio 
and integrated Wi-Fi to a wide chioce of inputs and 
four-zone multiroom. Brilliant. 

Issue 179 

Far more info visit: www.denon.co.uk 


Specifications 


Power: 9 x 140W (8£2) 
Upscaling to HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: AM/FM/Net 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: Yes/Ye? 
Zone2:Yesand3&4 
Serial port control: Yes, 2 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMi: 6-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Also Recommended 



NAD 

AVR T747 
£1,000 Approx 



Excellent AVR offers more grunt 
than its specs suggest 

Highs: Storming all-round 
performance; eases you into 
every film; simple to use 
Lows: No Ethernet or USB 
inputs; DAB costs extra 

-4 Specif ications 

Power: 7 x 60W (8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-In. 1-out (vL3) 
Multichannel input Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 174 
For more info visit: 
www.nadelectronics.com 


ONKYO 
AVR TX-NR807 
£800 Approx 



Powerful and potent height/ 
width processor at a great price 

Highs: Full-on gung-ho sound 
with massive bass; DSX/DPLllz 
processing; excellent upscaling 
Lows: Slightly flimsy build; 
no USB or multichannel inputs 

-4 Specif ications 

Power:7xl80W(6n) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: SelectZ 
Plus 

Component input: 2 
HDMI: 6-in. 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: No 

Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
www.eu.onkyo.com 



SONY 

AVR STR-DH800 
£350 Approx 



Slick, flexible bargain model 
with provision for wireless 
multiroom audio 


Highs: Superb value; big and 
smooth sound; easy to use 
Lows: No video upscaling or 
multichannel inputs 

-4 Specifications 

Power7x85W (8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: No 
Tuner Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 

Zone 2: No, unless you use 
S-Air wireless speakers 
Serial port control; No 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-in. 1-out 
Multichannel input: No 

Tested: issue 178 
For more info visit: 
www.5ony.co.uk 


• * • 



DENON 
AVR AVR-4310 
£1,900 Approx 



Audyssey DSX-totlng AVR will 
change the way you think about 
speaker placement 

Highs: Awesome sound as 
standard; extra width and 
height channels are a boon 
Lows: Lacks the 9.1 DSX option 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 7x13 GW (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD; Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 6-In, 2-out (vl,3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Tested: Issue 173 
For more info visit: 
www.denon.co.uk 
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INFOCUS 

DLP Screenplay SP8602 
£3,000 Approx 

VIVITEK 

DLP-> H1085 
£1,000 Approx 

SONY 

SXRD VPL-VW85 
£5,400 Approx 

EPSON 

LCD EH-TW5500 
£4,000 Approx 

ooooo 

oeeoe 

oeeo© 

00006 

New-lock LCD projector from 
a much-revered brand 

A brilliant Full HD projector at 
a mouth-watering price 

Successor the VW8Q delivers 
a truly cinematic picture 

Epson's flagship home cinema 
projector does LCD proud 

Highs; Excellent picture 
quality; good range of 
adjustments; different 'skim' 
Lows: Not as flexible to set up 
as some; slightly noisy runner 

Highs: Rich colours; excellent 
image tweaks; 12V trigger 

Lows: Noisy runner in high 
brightness mode; some low- 
level noise in darker scenes 

Highs: Astonishing contrast 
and detail levels; plenty of 
picture tweaks 

Lows: Mot ion Flow tech is best 
left unused 

Highs: Lots of features; easy 
and flexible to setup; produces 
the finest LCD pictures yet 

Lows: More expensive than 
rivals; can lose foe us a little 

-4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 3 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,300 

ANSI Lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 5.000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2,500 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 

24fps: Yes 

-4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs:! 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 2,000 

ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 5.000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 26dB 

24fps: Yes 

-4 Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 1 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed); 800 

ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 

120,000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 3,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 20dB 

24fps: Yes 

-4 Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 1 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,600 

ANSI Lumens 

Contrast (claimed) 

200,000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 22dB 

24fps: Yes 

Tested: Issue 182 

For more info visit; 
www.infocus.com 

Tested: Issue 179 

For more info visit: 
w ww.vi vitekco rp, com 

Tested: Issue 174 

For more info visit: 
www. sony.co .uk/biz 

Tested: Issue 101 

For more info visit: 
www.epson.co.uk 



PANASONIC 
LCD PT-AE4000 
£2,500 Approx 


Updated flagship PJ adds 
red-rich lamp and 12V trigger 

Highs; Smooth filmic pictures; 
easy to setup and use; handy 
feature set 

Lows: Boxy design; be careful 
with high frame-rate settings 

-4 Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs; 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,600 
ANSI lumens 
Contrast (claimed): 

100 , 000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 

2,000 hours 
Fan noise: 22dB 
24fps: Yes 

Tested: Issue 177 

For more info visit: 
www. panaso n ic.co.uk 


Also Recommended... 



DIP WIOOO 
£1,000 Approx 



A£1K Full HD projector with 
good colour presets 


Highs: Very sharp HD pictures; 
alluring tactile finish; plenty of 
fine-tuning options 
Lows: Rainbow effect; 
noticeable fan noise 

■4 Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs:! 

D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 2,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed); 3,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed); 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 27dB 
24fps; Yes 


Tested: Issue 179 
For more info visit: 
benq.co.uk 



OPTOMA 
DLP HD20 
£900 Approx 



Wallet-friendly model is an 
ideal first projector 


Highs: Excellent detail 
resolution; reasonable contrast 
and brightness 

Lows: Some fan noise; rainbow 
effect; limited throw distance 

*-» Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,700 
ANSI lumens 
Contrast (claimed ): 500:1 
Lamp life (claimed); 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 29dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit: 
w ww.optoma .to.uk 



VIVITEK 
DLP H908QFD 
£10,000 Approx 



The world's first 'lampless' 
LED projector 


Highs: Excellent colour fidelity; 
great definition; long lifespan 
Lows: Lacks brightness; early 
adopters pay for the innovative 
LED tech 

-* Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: No, use HDMI instead 
for PC hookup 
Brightness (claimed): 1,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 15,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps: Yes 

Tested: Issue 173 
For more info visit: 
www.vivitektorp.corn 


Editor's Choice... 

1 SMpBpMi 

D-ILA HD950 
£6,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 * 

Put simply, JVC’s new video-chucker is capable of 
an awe-inspiring performance. Spin up a Blu-ray and 
you'll be rewarded with three-dimensional, natural¬ 
looking pictures that are packed with detail, shadow 
subtlety and vibrant colours. Setting up the HD950 is 
made easy by its fully-motorised optical adjustments, 
andaTHX-certified colour preset for those not 
wanting to get their hands dirty in its extensive 
calibration menus. It’s an almost silent runner, too. 
The best PJ we’ve yet seen at this price point. 

Issue 179 

For more info visit: www.jvc.co.uk 


Specifications 


1920 x 1080 resolul 

tion 

HDMI input 

s: 2 


Componen 

t inputs: 


D-Sub: Yes 



Brightness 

(claimei 

d): 900 ANSI lumen? 

Contrast (c 

laimed) 

: 50,000:1 

Lamp life (i 

:laimed 

): 3 r QG0 hours 

Fan noise: 1 

9dB 


24f ps: Yes 
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Speaker Systems 



Best on test... 


BOSTON 
ACOUSTICS 
5.1 VS Series 
£5,500 Approx 


PIONEER 

5.1 EX Series 
£11,000 Approx 



MONITOR AUDIO 

5.1 Vector 
£650 Approx 



BOWERS & 
WILKINS 

5,1 CM Series 
£4,250 Approx 



KLIPSCH 


5,1 icon system 
£2,700 Approx 


Gorgeous-looking, hi-tech 5.1 
system for serious cinema 

Highs: Enormous sound; 
scintillating HF performance 
Lows: Subwoofer feels 
underpowered compared to 
surrounds 


A stunning 5.1 system to match 
the brand's high-quality 
components 

Highs: Breathtaking accuracy; 
beautiful imagery and detail; 
sexy design and solid build 
Lows: Demands specific room 
placement 


5.1 sub/sat system ideal for 
a small room home cinema 

Highs: Easy to wall-mount; 
rugged build quality; thrilling 
surround sound performance 
Lows: Subwoofer is punchy 
and fast but lacks depth 


Top quality 5.1 array in a 
classical wood finish 

Highs: True sweet highs from 
hi-tech tweeters; brilliant lOin 
woofer; solid construction 
Lows: Square-edge design not 
exactly high-end 


Sleek-looking US-made system 
with horn technology 

Highs: High-quality audio; 
excellent value for money; 
clever, simple-to-use subwoofer 
Lows: Not suited to largescale 
home cinema rooms 


Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x 400,3 x 
25QW 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer; 1 x 50 OW 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf; No 

Tested: Issue 173 

For more info visit: 
www.bastonacoustics.com 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 16DW, 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 25QW 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: 
Rears (at a stretch...) 

Tested: Issue 170 
For more Info visit: 
www.pioneer.co.uk 


■4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 8QW 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: IDDW 
Finish: Matt; Bookshelf: Yes 


Tested: Issue 176 
For more info visit 
www.monitoraudio.com 


-► Specifications 

Power handling: 3 x 200W. 2 
x 120W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer 500W 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: issue 179 
For more info visit: 
www. b owe rs-w ilkins.com 


-> Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x 125W. 2 x 
75 W, 1x100 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 3G0W 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: issue 180 
For mom info visit: 
www.klipsch.co.uk 


Also Recommended 



TEUFEL 

5.1 System 6 THXUltra2 
£2,700 Approx 


5.1 system with THX Ultra2 
certification 

Highs: Full-fat THX 
performance at a low-price: 
huge, potent subwoofer 
Lows: Mail-order only means 
there's no chance to try before 
you buy 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 3 x 120W, 2 
x 80W 
Rears: Dipole 
Subwoofer: GOOW 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 181 

For more info visit: 
www.teufel.eu 


WHARFEDALE 

5.1 Diamond 10 HCP 
£650 Approx 


Sub/sat system mixes hi-fi roots 
with a lOin woofer 

Highs: Powerful subwoofer; 
exciting treble; highly musical 
Lows: A little bright at high 
volume; might not be visceral 
enough for action movie fans 


-k Specifications 

Power handling: 4 x 75W, 

1 x 120W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 150W 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 176 
For more Info visit: 
w ww.wtiarfedaLe.co~u k 


FOCAL JMLAB 

5.1 Dome 
£1,500 Approx 


Stylish 5.1 sub/sat system with 
remarkable voice 

Highs: Bold, full and detailed 
sound quality for music and 
home cinema: gorgeous design 
Lows: Large cabinets offer 
more presence; bit pricey 


■4 Specifications 

Power handling; 5 x 100W, 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 100 W 
Finish: Aluminium; red, black, 
white; Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 178 
For more info visit: 
www.focal-uk.com 


Editor's Choice... 


5.1 XQ Series 
£5,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 1 V"\T 

This KEF 5.1 array 
mixes standmount j 

surrounds with two ] 

hulking ftoorstanders rji infer: 

to deliver a massive 
cinematic audio 

experience that’s hard to fault - an ideal blend 
of deep bass, spacious mid-band and crystal clear 
treble. The design is gorgeous, too - another KEF 
masterclass in gloss black cabinets (curved to reduce 
internal reflections) and dearly taking a lead 
from the brand's awe-inspiring Reference system. 
Other variants of the speakers are available, so you 
can spec a more affordable, smaller-room setup 
should you wish. 

Issue 174 

For more info visit: www.kef.com/gb 


gn p pi fi nrj t i f 


Power handling: 2 x 200W, 2 > 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 1 x 20 OW 
Finish: Gloss 
Bookshelf: No chance 
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The London Music Show is the UK r s biggest and most 
inspirational event for anyone with a passion for making 
or playing music. All abilities. All genres. 

Guitars | Drums | Sound technology | Music production | Unplugged f 
See top live acts | Meet iconic musicians | Learn new techniques | 

Buy the latest gear | Demo the coolest kit | Beginners’ workshops | 
Exclusive masterclasses | 100s of exhibitors | 1000s of products 


EXCITING INTERACTIVE UNMISSABLE 

www.londonmusicshow.com 


^/iWjiKUj \ma)S\C \p Iffr 



London 
Music 
Show 010 

8-10 October/ExCeL London 
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Subwoofers 


Best on test... 



NAIM 
SW n-Sub 
£1,600 Approx 



MARTINLOGAN 

SW Descent i 
£3,250 Approx 


Class AB amp-driven premium- 
level subwoofer 

Highs: Rich, textured bass with 
tight control; innovative features 
Lows: High-end rivals have a 
bit more grunt to 'em 

-» Specifications 

Frequency response: 
2-Hz-250Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 350W 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 29.6kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser; Yes 
Remote control: Yes 


V\feapons-grade unit with 
3 xlOin woofers 

Highs: Superb engineering; 
Reference standard performance 
Lows: Bulky and premium- 
priced; no automated setup 

Specifications 

Frequency response; 
18Hz-120Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 50 OW 
Driver: 3 x 10in 
Weight: 47.7kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: No 
Remote control: No 



BOWERS & 
WILKINS 
SW ASW608 
£300 Approx 


Compact subwoofer ideal for 
smaller rooms 

Highs: Excellent grip and 
musical low-end control 
Lows: Limited by its size 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 
23Hz-140Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 200W 
Driver: 8in 
Weight: 8.85kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: No 



TANNOY 

SW T51201 
£600 Approx 



12in sub with simultaneous LFE 
and speaker level Inputs 

Highs: Smart looks: easy of 
use; real weight and presence 
Lows: Remote control will cost 
you extra 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 

Down to 21Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 500W 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 16.7kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: No 


VELODYNE 
SW SPL-1200 Ultra 
From £1,400 Approx 



Potent sub - now with custom 
finish options 

Highs: Tight, powerful bass: 
useful auto-calibration 
Lows: Few added benefits over 
the step-down model 

Specifications 

Freque ncy response: 

21-120Hz (claimed) 

Amplifier: 1.200W 
Driver; 12in 
Weight: 22kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: Yes 


Tested: issue 177 
For more info visit: 
www.naim-audio.com 


Tested: Issue 167 

For mom info visit: 
www. martin lagan .com 


Tested: Issue 160 
For more info visit: 
www. bo we rs- w ilk i ns.i 


Tested: Issue 179 
Fo r more info visit: 
www.tannoy.com 


Tested: Issue 172 
For mom info visit: 
www.velodyne.com 


Free digital mags! 


www.homednemachoice.com/e-zines 
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MAMA 

iFESTl VALS 


RocK 


' _ _ PRESENT _ * \3 

High voltage 

SATURDAY 24 JULY 2010 SUNDAY 25 JULY 2010 

MAIN 
STAGE 



FOREIGNER 

GARY MOORE 




THE UNION 


FEATURING 

t> JOE ELLIOTT 
^ IAN HUNTER 

]OE BONAMASSA 

BACHMAN&TURNER 

UFO • THE QUIREBOYS 


iBlack ILabd 
•octctp 


HAMMER 

STAGE 



SAXON 

CATHEDRAL • HAMMERFALL 
ORANGE GOBLIN 
BLACK SPIDERS • NEW DEVICE 



i(L 

Jttajtoft ( clutch ) 

HIGH ON FIRE 

AUDREY HORNE - LETHARGY 


PROG STAGE 

IRAN/ATLANTIC 


t\ ASIA 


DWEEZIL ZAPPA 

FOCUS 

PENDRAGON « TOUCHSTONE 



marillion 

ARGENT 

URIAH HEEP 

(PERFORMING DEMONS & WIZARDS) 

MAGNUM • STEVE HACKETT 

MARTIN TURNER’S WISHBONE ASH 

(PERFORMING ARGUS) 

THE REASONING 


LONDON VJICXOIUA PARK 

FESTIVAL’S 24 HOUR HOTLINE: 0871 230 5582 
AMAZING VIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

WWW.HIGHVOLTAGEFESTIVAL.COM 

SUBJECT TO LICENSE 


Custom built by rock fans,,/or rock fans 





GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 




log on no J West London's leading 

Home Hifi & cinema Dealer 

Tel: 020 8813 7666 


HOmE HV 

^ direct. 

AUDIO VISUAL SPECIALISTS 

■ UK'S BIGGEST SELECTION OF iPOD DOCKS & SPEAKERS 

ON STAGE MICRO JVC RAP51B iGROOVE HG J YAMAHA PDX-30 

A 

O 




IM600USB 



Compact & Portable 

£49.99 

ggj T612i 


USB input + Radio 
£84.99 

RADIAL 


H igh ly Reco m m e nd ed 

£94.99 




Edifiei 


IF500 LUNA 


2 Year Warranty 
£99.99 

sounddock 


FM Radio Built-in 

£99.99 

sounddock 




Truly Amazing sound 

£149.99 


quality iPhone Dock 

£109.99 

HOME AUDIO, VIDEO & CINEMA 

■J YAMAHA RXV765 DENON avr-1910 


fm Radio Built-in 

£169.99 



£198,99 


Portable 

£349.99 


7.1 surround sound Amp 2009 Award winner 

We also stock: g 


rr B DP-120 


Blu Ray dvd Player 


WKEF. KHT3005SE-K2 


Quiet Comfort-15 



5 Star Rating 


alphason 


Acoustic Noise 
Cancelling Headphones 

EPSON WKEF 


_ QED 

Home AV Direct, Units 6A - 6B Bilton Way (off Pump Lane), Hayes, Middlesex UB3 3NF 
Just 10 mins from Heathrow Airport (June 4 M4 or A312 on A40) 


shoWR°?m Jl Just 10 mins from Heathrow Airport (June 4 M4 or A312 on A40) 

optNjjP cat' r Ft- 

, NU DEMO FACILITIES INCLUDING DEDICATED LISTENING ROOM. FULL INSTALLATION FACILITIES AVAILABLE. ' 

Log onto our NEW website for Amazing deals: Www.HomeAVdirect.co.uk 


HOME CINEMA 


Experience the Digital World! 


Custom Home Installations 

At my digital lounge we work with you to create 
the Audio Visual System thats perfect for you. 


OUR SERVICES: 

* Plasma, LCD St LED TV 

* Home Cinema Systems 

* Multi Room Audio & Video 

* High Definition & Blu-Ray 

* AV Furniture 

* Lighting Control & Mood Lighting 

and Much More! 



IN YOUR BATHROOM 





Come instore to visit our showrooms 
and find out how we can help you 




SONY \A|0 Panasonic maimntu- harman kardorV SMWS& 


JVC 


(m: : my digital lounge 

Integrated Home Entertainment 


sharp: LOEWE. ©YAMAHA 


298 Uxbridge Road, 
Hatch End, Pinner HA5 4HR 

020 8421 6677 

















































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


PROTECTORS & SCREENS 



Crosby & Bown 



Projector Screen 
Specialists 

Teh 01636 639 900 

Online Sales & Ebay Shop 


www. CrosbyandBownLtd.co. uk 

stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/Crosby-ajid-BoMTi 


GRflNDvrw 


Series 


The firmest Home 
Cinema Screens 


Up tp top border on Elecfric Screens 


Heavy gu age American made 
■ multiply 



1 2 Volt 

Trigger Manual up and 
down overide 


Electric with built in IR Remote & 12 Volt Trigger 


16 9 (viewable area 67 H x 3B") 
16 9 (viewable area SO 1 * x 45'*) 
16 9 (viewable area 92" x 52") 
16:9 (Viewable area 104~x S31 


Manual with slow retraction system 


16 9 (viewable area 67“ x 
16:9 (viewable area 80" x 45") 
I 6 9 (viewable area 92’ x 52") 


--- Fixed Frame Screens Available 

Tab tensioned screens available from £695 velvet finish from 

Projector Package Deals «ss <6ft 1 6:9) 





Themescene HD20 


Themescene HD86 


CALL TO 
ARRANGE A 
DEMO 


7ft Grandview 7ft Grandview 

Pull Down Screen Electric Screen I rr F/~\ AX #ltd 

£975 fCALL | f | LU/\V 


For more information CALL us on 0143831 1625 www.lntoav.com 


HOME AUTOMATION 


Customelectro nicdesiqn 


T 01784 470881 


Smart Home Solutions Home Cinema HI-FI Lighting 


The smartest way to transform your home 


At Custom Electronic Design we have 
a passion for excellence in everything 
we do and aim to exceed our customers 
expectations. 

Our system designers are equally at home with 
High End Hi-Fi as they are with Ffome Gnema, 
Lighting Design, Smart Home Control Systems 
and Distributed Audio and Video. All our custom 
staff are certified CEDI A Designers or Installers, 
ensuring customer satisfaction from concept to 
completion of project. 

From invisible speakers in your dining room 
to true high definition Home Theatre, we 
will have the solution for you. 



Custom Electronic Design Ltd, 11 Charter Place, High Street, Eg ham TW20 9EA enquiries@customelectronicdesign.co.uk www.customelectronicdesign.co.uk 

























GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 


LIGHTING 


Starscape* 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting 


We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. :J / f 

Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, | 
single colour or RGB with a range of 
controllers and power supplies. 

Custom made fibre optic harnesses to ^ 

suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 

Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 


HD CABLES AND CONNECTIONS 


lift / 


kf ill 

, * P) 




7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD1S2UD. 
info@starceiling.co.uk Tel: {01289) 388399 Fax: 388507 

www.starceiling.co.uk 


ST ' w ft t' 


Techlink HDMI 

cables 



3x1 HDMI 

switch 


680201 1m HDMI £27.99 
680202 2m HDMI £33.99 
680205 5m HDMI £59 99 
680209 10m HDMI £94,89 
680207 15m HDMI £128,99 

Pe rfect for connecting 
HD DVD, Blu Ray DVD 
and Sky HD etc 


700202 (XS2Q2) 2m HDMI £52.99 
700205 (XS205) 5m HDMI £74.99 


Please see 
website for latest 
prices 




illlllh 


3x1 
switch, suitable 
for all HD 
resolutions 
including 1080p 

£ 23.99 


AND MANY 
MORE 


IhINDY kjHiiaininid) 

CONNECTION PERFECTION 


www.TVCables.co.uk 

FOR THE BEST UK PRICES ON QUALITY AV CABLES 

sales@tvcables.co.uk 


(Lmitmt Urn (ntfgjk* 
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The World’s First Multiregion Upgrade for Blu-ray 

We can provide an advanced chipping and reprogramming service 
(or most top brand blu-ray players, including Sony, and Pioneer 


www.blurav-uiigrades.com 

We are first In UK to modify these machines! 

Panoscnit Nu-Kuy Ploy 

Panasonic I 


! l 


tmmmS 


C*t 1 



Multi-region Upgrades to most Panasonic models! .. including dvd recorders 



Pioneer; bdp-lx series 
Panasonic DMP-E3D series 
Panasonic SC-BT series 
Panasonic DMR-BS series 
Sony SOP’S series 

Phone or see web site 
for more details! 


Mew! Panasonic Blu ray Home Cinema System, modi Reason for mullUone bkt-ray!l 

■inn 


tTOEAlA-SHDP 

www. dnema-sAop. co. wt 



Specialists in End of Range and Graded Panasonic Products 
Authorised Panasonic Dealer Tel:01702 554100 

Clearance Sale - End of Range Panasonic AV 

Multi-region 


Blu-ray Players 
from only £99 

Example: 

Blu-ray 3.1 Home Cinema 
System from £259.90 
(option wireless rear spkrs) 


I 


Full HD 50in 
Plasma TV 


only £69 9 


Offers subject to availability - Only While Stocks Lastl 
See website for more offers... www.cinema-shop.co.uk 

Phone to secure your bargains - Don’t Miss Outll 














































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 





Demonstration Studios 
Cinema Theatre 
Home Installation 
Multiroom Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mai! Order Available 
■ ■- 'tv -.l 


152 High Street, Bloxwich Walsall 

01922 493499 


Late Night Thursday 
www.soundacademy.ca.uk 


_- Ifl 

I - 

© § 

§ 1 

3 r w 

Home Cinema. 

F f "■ 1 

: -^1' 

1 * 

Full Home Automation, 

1 

Projectors, Amps, Surround 

Sound, Sate 1 Lite Systems. Skv 

<r> 

HD. Custom Installations 

O 

THX Certified lYofcssional 

z 

Home Theatre 1 

O In-si ore Demo Room 

r 

(pictured above) 

44 Main St. Mexbomugli S. Yorks S64 9DU 

TEL: 

01709 587967 07931539197 

wwwj tho m eel it« mi . co . uk 
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Easy Pneumatic 
Floor Operated 
Screens 

SUES: l2-2m 



ou* jlrt VAIUEl 


r ROM 

£554 


203*114 £610 

234x132 1636 
265*143 068 
201x168 £835 


Realm Tab-tension screens come 
with built-in radio remote control 



203x115 £134 
234k132 £269 
299x150 £303 
351x190 £545 


Fixed Frame Screens 

SIZES: 1.8-4fn 



wo have a loll 
selection of 
screens; 

• Electric 
■ Manual 

• Wall 

• ceiling 

- Floor 

• Rear 

- Custom made 

• Screen material 
by the metre 


qUALHY SCREENS AT LOW PRICES 
visit www.drhscreens.co.uk 
or c.iii 020 8885 5504 


To Advertise please 
contact Tony Martin on 
0207 042 4253 or 
email tony.martin 
@f uturenet.com 




ins JUISt- HITACHI JVC . ■ Panasonic 


SHARP SONY TOSHIBA 



Top Brands. Lowest Prices. Call 020 8924 7744. 

www.rgbdirect.co.uk 



Authorised Dealer of All Major UK Brands 

l.com 


BUY NOW PAY LATER! 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT for 9 Months 

PLASMA & LCD TV | DVDJHDD & 8LU-RAY | HOME CINEMA | HI-FI & PORTABLE AUDIO | CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS | CAR HIFI & NAVIGATION 


ici ui mi ii 

hifi 
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COMING NEXT IN 


Space Odyssey 

Like something from a sci-fi movie, Sony’s KDL-40NX803 Monolith is slim, black and 
packed with fantastic technology - and it’s in the next issue of Home Cinema Choice 


Next issue's highlights KRELL S1200 High-end processor to deliver 
sounds of alien intensity WATERFALLS IN SPACE Glass cabinet speakers will send you tripping 
ONKYO TX-SR608 Has the future of AVRs arrived? SIM2 UNO Premium projector with 
psychedelic skills PLUS: Alt the latest news, Blu-ray/DVD reviews and more 


CONTENTS SUBJECTTG CHANGE, BUT ONLY FOR THE BETTER 
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freesat^ 


HD digital TV recorder 

WRTCH RND 3ECORD 


THE WORLD CUP 

IN HO 



• PAUSE, REWIND AND RECORD HDTV. SERIES RECORDING 
. WATCH ONE CHANNEL, RECORD ANOTHER 
. UPSCALE TO 1080i • DIGITAL SOUND QUALITY 
• OVER 140 DIGITAL TV CHANNELS WITHOUT SUBSCRIPTION FEE 



digitalfvj 

JflnnlFMin 


www.sagemcomdigital.co.uk 













The new Panasonic Slu-ray recorders allow you to 
watch, store and manage your High Definition content 
in one place. You can pause, rewind and record HD 
programmes subscription free, and even keep your 
favourite HD content safe on Blu-ray disc! 

And because our recorders are available with either 
Freeview* HO or freesat+ HD built in, you can bring 
your High Definition television to life no matter 
where you live in the UKV 

Because HD freedom matters. 


EVERYTHING MATTERS 


Start freeing your HD today at 
panasonic.co.uk/freeyourhd 
0844 844 3852 


Free view HD 


HD dgital TV recorder 


Su bje ct to c nvera g= and =e r i al u pgra do. 


Satellite dish required. 


9 * JMK 
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